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 First I would like to congratulate the inauguration of Asian Association of 
Women’s Studies. We have come a long way. Thanks particularly to Ewha and other 
Korean colleagues for initiating and coordinating the women’s studies projects joined by 
our Asian sisters.  I feel most honored to share the experiences, and greatly appreciate the 
sisterhood among us. 
 
 It is my privilege to have the opportunity to read Professor Du Fangqin’s paper 
beforehand. Writing of this paper is based on long-term experiences of observation, 
research, practice, and administrative work. Professor Du first points out what kind of 
Asian women’s studies that we need. This is indeed the key issue for an organization like 
AAWS. Professor Du proposes the indigenous women’s studies in local context while 
exchanging experiences and information among Asian countries. On the other hand, a 
linkage to global change is still the goal. Research and education are to share with 
activists and to affect policy making. It is for the feminist academic community in Asia 
that we need an institutional basis as AAWS. 
 
 Secondly, it is feminist epistemology and critical perspective that we need for 
knowledge remapping, Professor Du suggests. However, she also cautions the importance 
of both criticism and self-criticism. Institutionalization of women’s studies on all levels 
in different countries shall help feminist knowledge production, practice and affecting 
government policy. Here AAWS serves the purpose of networking.   
 
 Thirdly, the encouragement of younger generation’s participation needs to 
continue as the promotion members of AAWS have already built up the tradition. From 
here Professor Du presents a vision for future women’s studies in Asia. 
 
 Professor Du certainly points out the key issues in terms of Asian women’s 
studies. It is her rich experiences in doing research and practice that she has come to 
make these points. I share her views and would like to elaborate a little bit. 



 

 
  
 
 

I think we all agree with the importance of indigenous women’s studies in local 
context. The key point is “in local context”. Feminism has been introduced to Asia from 
the West. It is welcomed as an inspiration and experience to learn. The problem is a 
reproduction without local consideration. It is here that has created arguments and 
debates. We in Asia share this history of learning from the West. Therefore we may have 
lessons to “teach” each other.  
 
 Thinking from Asia itself, there are commonalities among Asian countries as 
Professor Du has mentioned in her paper. This brings us together and may create an 
identity. It is inspiring to compare and contrast. However, I would add one more point 
here that Asia is not one either. It is well said in the Statute of the AAWS that to advance 
the development of this field (women’s studies) throughout Asia, special emphasis will 
be placed on the development of multicultural perspective in the Asian context. To 
reach this goal, there is no short cut. It can only be achieved from very solid research in 
the appropriate context. Exchanging information and creating dialogue help 
understanding and learning from each other.  Respect for differences, appreciation of 
commonalities and differences among commonalities shall be most valuable. Here we see 
the value of AAWS as forum and network. And one day we may feel more confident 
when talking Asian women’s studies, besides women’s studies in Asia. 
 
 We can not do feminist research without social concern or practice. Professor Du 
has emphasized the importance of feminist practice on and off campus. For us, scholars 
who work at higher education institutions, I consider our routine feminist practice is 
teaching. Ewha has coordinated the project of building women’s studies curriculum in 
Asia and successfully published textbooks on women’s studies in Asia. I believe we still 
have much to share and more to do.  We can never emphasize on the importance of 
education. 
 
  Professor Du also raises our attention to the institutionalization of women’s 
studies and policy making. Asian countries vary in their experiences on these respects, 
and perhaps will never be the same. However, we may still, and need to, learn from each 
other. I hope we may have some conferences or workshops sharing processes, successes 
and frustrations on the institutionalization of women’s studies and policy and law making 
with a feminist agenda. 
 
 Asia is a local and a world at the same time. Let us hope for local action toward 
global change. Here we are, going to transform the world. 


