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EUN-SHIL KIM
Vice President, Asian Association of Women’s Studies

Professor, Department of Women’s Studies
Director, Korean Women’s Institute, Ewha Womans University

KACP Phase 2 Part II, 1 December 2016,  Hanoi, Vietnam

KACP INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS

A pleasant morning to all of you! It is so good to be with you all in the 4th Congress of the Asian Association 
of Women’s Studies here in Vietnam. One of the highlights of this Congress is the presentation of 
collaborative research projects conducted by researchers from Korea and ten ASEAN Member States 
through the so-called Korea-ASEAN Cooperation Project on Education and Exchange Program for 
Young Scholars in Women’s Studies, which we simply call as the KACP. As the principal investigator of 
the KACP, I am pleased to share with you the beginning and development of this project. 

We believe that one of the priorities for fostering the ASEAN community is narrowing the development 
gap between women and men and among countries in order to provide opportunities for all under an 
equitable, inclusive, and caring ASEAN community. So in 2010, the Asian Association of Women’s 
Studies (AAWS), under the Presidency of Prof. Chang Pilwha from Ewha Womans University, proposed 
the KACP to ASEAN through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Korea in order to address 
the said development gap and strengthen the alliance between ASEAN and Korea. 

KACP is an international academic project, which provides education and exchange opportunities for 
professors, professionals, and young scholars in Women’s Studies. In partnership with the ASEAN 
University Network (AUN), KACP is designed to engage participants in presentations, discussions, and 
debates on women’s issues through international open forum, conference and workshop; to create a 
community of like-minded individuals advocating for gender equality and democracy in Asia; to immerse 
the keynote speakers, participants, resource persons, and guests into the lives and experiences of local 
women through a study tour; and to actualize the potential and need for collaborative networking and 
research publication on studies of women in Asia. 

In 2012, we launched Phase 1 of the KACP at Jeju National University in Jeju, Korea and concluded it 
at the University of the Philippines in Manila, Philippines. In 2014, Phase 2 was conducted at University 
Sains Malaysia in Penang, Malaysia and at Universitas Indonesia in Jakarta, Indonesia. In June 2016, 
we commenced Phase 3 with the Collaborative Research Development Workshop in Bangkok, Thailand. 
The same KACP participants in Bangkok are joining us in this Congress in order to present the results of 
their collaborative research work on different contested issues and relevant themes, such as, violence 
against women; peace, environment, and security; ethnicity, religion, and sexuality; gender, migration, 
and culture; femininity, pop-culture, and the beauty industry; and  sex or sexuality education and culture.

Besides the education, exchange opportunities, and collaborative research endeavor that we have 
achieved, we were able to build the Korea-ASEAN Women’s Studies and Leadership Network 
(KAWSLN), recognized by the ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting on Education (SOM-ED). Through the 
growing network and community of feminist experts in AAWS, we have survived each year, fulfilled the 
objectives, increased our interest, and sustained the commitment we have for KACP since then until 
now. In fact, for three phases, we caught the interest and attention of about 500 applicants and selected 
only about 60 participants from Korea and ASEAN countries. 
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I strongly believe that the KACP Collaborative Research Presentation in this Congress allows us to 
actively engage ourselves in problematizing issues that greatly affect the women among the estimated 
650 million total populations in Korea and ten ASEAN Member States. I hope that we can make a 
stark difference in Asia by doing intensive feminist participatory research and transnational collaborative 
efforts.

However, without the generosity and commitment of the ASEAN and Korea’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
it would be impossible for the KACP to count the accomplishments mentioned above. In particular, we 
would like to acknowledge Director Rodora T. Babaran from the Human Development Directorate of 
ASEAN for her full participation and support in different KACP events in Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, 
and Vietnam. In a very special way, we are so grateful to Ms. Minjoung Park, the Consultant for the 
ASEAN-ROK Cooperation Fund for making time to grace us on this occasion. We are also indebted to 
Prof. Nantana Gajaseni, the Executive Director of the ASEAN University Network (AUN), who has been 
supportive of the KACP since 2012; the AAWS Council and AAWS Secretariat led by President Grace J. 
Alfonso; the organizers from Thang Long University led by Prof. Le Thi Quy; and all other organizers and 
staff from Korea, Vietnam, and the Philippines, who invested so much in order to make the 4th Congress 
and the KACP event in Vietnam a great success!  

Thank you very much.
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CHAIWAT SATHA-ANAND
Professor, Department of Political Science

Director, Peace Information Center, Thammasat University
KACP Phase 3 Part I, 5 June 2016, Bangkok, Thailand  

WELCOMING REMARKS

Welcome to the Korea-ASEAN Cooperation Project (KACP) on Education and Exchange Program 
for Young Scholars in Women’s Studies [Phase 3]. This phase focuses on research development 
that scholars in feminism /women’s studies will work together to pursue and expand knowledge and 
arguments on gender justice and social lives.

Peace Information Center has been supporting both the research works and social activism on 
violence and peace locally, regionally, and globally. We realize the connection and interaction 
between the dichotomous gender system and all forms of violence, direct and indirect. As Johan 
Galtung puts it in his work on “Cultural Violence,” gender itself is structural violence that sustain and 
reproduce various forms of both physical and non – physical violence suffering by both men and 
women all over the world. It is tremendously significant to understand the linkages between gender, 
injustice and violence.

It is exciting to have this opportunity to co-host the KACP Collaborative Research Development 
Workshop that researchers in women’ studies will work together to examine the unjust and violent 
phenomena based on the hierarchical gender system. The research issues/focuses included will 
enhance our understanding of gender, justice and democracy. The cooperation among people from 
the ASEAN countries and from the Republic of Korea will also deepen our knowledge and appreciation 
of the similarities and diversities of social experiences among us. This will reflect the complex inter-
linkages between gender and other dimensions of social divisions and hierarchy that nourish injustice 
in the political communities.

The exchanges of ideas and arguments will broaden our knowledge and deepen our understanding 
of the social world and humanities. We might be able to cherish our similarities and differences 
and tolerate one another. Hopefully, the bases of violence and injustice will diminish, more or less, 
through this process of learning together.

May peace be upon us all!
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GRACE JAVIER ALFONSO
President, Asian Association of Women’s Studies

Professor, University of the Philippines Open University
KACP Phase 3 Part I, 5 June 2016, Bangkok, Thailand

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

A warm congratulations to all our participating young scholars in the “Collaborative Research Development 
Workshop, Korea- ASEAN Cooperation Project (KACP) Phase 3” with the theme “Gender Justice and 
Democracy in Asia” and our deep gratitude to the organizing team who have spent time and effort from 
the call of research proposals of our young researchers in Women’s Studies to all the arrangements of 
details to make this important occasion happen.

It is of most import that we also take this opportunity to thank the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) Senior Officials Meeting on Education (SOM-ED), the ASEAN University Network (AUN), Asian 
Center for Women’s Studies of Ewha Woman’s University, The Peace Information Center, Faculty of 
Political Science, Thammasat University and more particularly the ASEAN- ROK Cooperation Fund for 
their continuing support.

The Asian Association of Women’s Studies (AAWS) through the Korea- ASEAN collaborative research 
writing and publication fortifies its mandate as a venue for empowering young women scholars by claiming 
of spaces for women voices through feminist research, practice and activism. We want to have openness 
to feminist consciousness and help disseminate seeds of foundation of Women’s Studies to institutions 
where it has not been established. It is important that we participate in feminist research, reviewing its 
theoretical standpoints, appropriate methodologies which likewise means facing the range of approaches 
from feminist empiricism to postmodernism and considering the changing information communication 
technologies and modalities that are now bringing us to transnational spaces.

We are confident that this Collaborative Research Workshop and sharing of insights and experiences of 
professors, experts, and practitioners from Korea and ASEAN for our young scholars will strengthen their 
researches and studies as we expand platforms and spaces where they can articulate their narratives, 
intellectual and emotional processes, expressing their lived experiences in relation to one another and 
our societies. All these will usher in new knowledge and will bring out knowledge that has been buried for 
many long generations. Efforts of collaboration networking partnerships, and fellowships geared towards 
academic knowledge creation will strengthen Women Studies in Asia, particularly in Korea and the ASEAN 
region and truly help in attaining “Gender Justice and Democracy in Asia.”
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RODORA BABARAN
Director, Human Development Directorate

ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Department, The ASEAN Secretariat
KACP Phase 3 ParT II, Hanoi, Vietnam

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

Excellency Ton Nu Thi Ninh, former Ambassador to the European Union, and Member of the 
National Assembly of Viet Nam, 

Dr. Grace Javier Alfonso, President of the Asian Association of Women’s Studies and Professor 
Emeritus of the University of the Philippines, 

Dr. Kim Eun-Shii, Principal Investigator of the KACP and Professor of Women’s Studies at Ewha 
Womans University in Seoul, Korea, 

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, 

Good morning. 

I am deeply honoured to have been invited in today’s event. Our presence today signals our 
collective appreciation of and commitment to advancing pioneering research that sheds light to 
the significant role of women in our society. It is through evidence-based researches that we 
crystallize the issues facing women and girls, and sharpen our policy recommendations. 

Let me take this opportunity to congratulate the organisers for successfully conducting this event. 
I am most grateful to the Thanglong University, Asian Center for Women’s Studies, Korean 
Women’s Institute, Ewha Women’s University, Office of Gender Concerns of the University of 
the Philippines, and the ASEAN University Network, for coming together to further enrich the 
research agenda on issues related to women and girls. I would also like to express gratitude 
to the Republic of Korea for the continued support to this initiative through the ASEAN-ROK 
Cooperation Fund. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

With the theme, “Gender Justice and Democracy in Asia,” this Congress and the KACP 
Collaborative Research presentation have come in the most opportune time. The global 
consensus on the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development has signaled a renewed vigor 
to advance the rights and welfare of women and girls, given the clearly articulated target 
of ending all forms of violence against women and girls by 2030. At the regional level, the 
ASEAN Community Vision 2025 has likewise reaffirmed the commitment of all ASEAN Member 
States to advance gender equality and women’s empowerment. Momentum is being built on 
mainstreaming gender issues across the three ASEAN Community pillars namely the ASEAN 
Political-Security Community, ASEAN Economic Community, and the ASEAN Socio-Cultural 
Community. And ASEAN bodies, such as the ASEAN Committee on Women or ACW and the 
ASEAN Commission on the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Women and Children or 
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ACWC are the forefront of such initiatives. 

Undoubtedly, research work on women’s studies is of critical importance to ensure that regional 
and global targets are achieved. This is further underscored by the fact that violence against 
women still persists. Data from UN Women indicate that one out of three women worldwide have 
experienced physical and/or sexual violence in their lifetime. Globally, around 200 million women 
and girls suffered from female genital mutilation in 30 countries, and 700 million were married 
as children with 250 million before the age of 15. It is estimated that the cost of such violence 
against women could amount to around 2 per cent of the global gross domestic product, which is 
equivalent to 1.5 trillion US dollars.  

Despite the presence of composite data, there is a need to dissect such information to reveal 
the context and distinct realities by women and girls in different parts of the world. In the ASEAN 
region, the Regional Plan of Action on the Elimination of Violence Against Women or RPA on 
EVAW calls for the systematic collection and analysis of data on violence against women. It 
has likewise enumerated several research studies on women and girls. These recommendations 
reflect the need for more research to aid policy and programme development. And this area 
of work is a fertile ground for young scholars of women’s studies to enrich ASEAN’s research 
agenda.

Ladies and gentlemen, 

The regional and global landscape has been changing given the emergence of new threats 
and challenges that highlight the varying roles of women. The ASEAN region has experienced 
an unprecedented time of peace for almost fifty years since the founding of ASEAN. However, 
the threat of violent extremism is a constant borderless threat that ASEAN needs to address 
collectively. In this respect, ASEAN bodies such as ACWC and the ASEAN Institute of Peace 
and Reconciliation or AIPR have undertaken initiatives on promoting peace and reconciliation 
in the region. In particular, the ACWC will work on “Women participation in politics and decision 
making, governance and democracy” with a specific project on “Women, Peace, and Security”. 
The initiative highlights the role of women as peace advocates and peace builders. 

The impacts of climate change are changing the social and political landscape as well. With 
the ASEAN region being one of the most disaster prone areas in the world, governments, 
communities, and civil society organisations are called to work together to build resilience to 
disasters. And women have a significant role in mitigating the impacts of disasters and climate 
change. Towards this end, the ACW has included in its five-year work plan a priority are on the 
protection and empowerment of women in vulnerable situations, specifically identifying women 
victims of disasters. 

Lastly, as the border of our world become more porous, the mobility of women has raised new 
challenges. Every day, we hear news of the plight of women migrant workers. More unfortunate 
is the news that we hear about women and girls who are trafficked. It is estimated by UN Women 
that adult women account for almost half of all human trafficking victims detected globally. Women 
and girls together account for about seventy percent, with girls representing two out of every three 
child trafficking victims. Addressing the issue of trafficking in persons, especially women and 
children, is a cross-sectoral issue that occupies high priority in ASEAN’s agenda. Just recently, 
the ACWC launched the Regional Review on Law, Policies and Practices within ASEAN relating 
to the Identification, Management and Treatment of Victims, especially Women and Children. 
The Regional Review provides information to better understand the current laws, policies and 
practices of ASEAN Member States on trafficking in persons, especially women and children. This 
information would be useful for prevention, early intervention and responses, including protection 
and assistance to the victims.
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Ladies and gentlemen, 

I conclude my message with much hope and optimism. Though the task ahead may be daunting 
given the threats and challenges, I am confident that our initiative today will contribute to the 
overall discourse on advancing the rights and welfare of women and girls. I look forward to more 
pioneering researches and publications that would enrich the narrative of women and girls in our 
region towards greater equality and empowerment of our peoples. 

Thank you.
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NANTANA GAJASENI
Executive Director, ASEAN University Network

Associate Professor, Faculty of Science, Chulalongkorn University
KACP Phase 3 Part II, 1 December 2016,  Hanoi, Vietnam

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

On behalf of the ASEAN University Network (AUN), I feel privileged to have a chance to address a 
congratulatory remark on this meaningful occasion of the Korea-ASEAN Cooperation Project (KACP) on 
Education and Exchange Programme for Young Scholars in Women’s Studies, Phase 3.

I myself have gladly witnessed the progress of this project since the first settlement of its ground in 2012, as 
well as the follow-up activity on KACP Collaborative Research Development Workshop held in 2016. The 
success of the two phases’ projects helped in sustaining the core of the KACP Phase 3 which we proud to 
be part of it today.  

Also I would like to congratulate the scholars from Korea and ASEAN Member States who are going to 
present their researches on the 6 themes of their joint collaboration related to Women’s Studies. After about 6 
months of doing fieldwork and data collection, they had successfully produced these valuable researches for 
further publication.  I also look forward to seeing the results that would exemplify a pedagogical development 
in Women’s Studies in Korea and ASEAN. Furthermore, there is a potential to extend this cooperation 
platform to be reaching out to East Asian region and other dialogue partners at large.  

According to AUN, we in partnership with the ASEAN Cyber University (ACU) Project, supported by the 
Ministry of Education, Korea had been developing an online course on ASEAN Studies since 2012. The 
subject of ASEAN and Human Rights (Women, Children, Freedom of Expression) is entrenched as one of 
the 13 subjects under the general course on ASEAN Studies that made available for public access early 
this year. Currently, AUN in cooperation with ACU and the Institute of Human Rights and Peace Studies, 
Mahidol University are developing an online course on Human Right Studies. The contents therein also 
involve Women’s Human Rights in ASEAN/South East Asia and Sex and Gender Diversity as the two main 
subjects of the course. We expect for its completion by the mid of 2017. The results of which would reinforce 
awareness of ASEAN at regional level, as well as enhance knowledge sharing among higher education 
institutions, especially in collaborative research projects within ASEAN and beyond.    

Once again, I wish you a great success in your honourable deliberation and a long standing of the Korea-
ASEAN Cooperation Project on Education and Exchange Program for Young Scholars in Women’s Studies. 

Thank you.
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Through the ASEAN-ROK Cooperation Fund and the cooperation of the ASEAN University 
Network (AUN) and other partner institutions, the Asian Association of Women’s Studies 
(AAWS) successfully completed Phase 3 of the Korea-ASEAN Cooperation Project on 
Education and Exchange Program for Young Scholars in Women’s Studies, simply called 
the KACP. KACP Phase 3 was generally aimed at solidifying the KACP initiatives launched 
in 2012 and engaging expert professors, young scholars, and practitioners from Korea and 
ten ASEAN Member States in a collaborative endeavor to conduct research, share and 
present the results, and publish them in avenues appropriate for this collaborative research 
framework. 

This report presents the results of KACP Phase 3 highlighting the Collaborative Research 
Development Workshop in Thailand on June 4-6, 2016 (see Appendix D-1) as Part I and 
the Collaborative Research Presentation and Publication discussion in Vietnam on 
December 1-3, 2016 (see Appendix D-2) as Part II of the project. Similar to Phases 1 
and 2, Phase 3 was organized around the same recruitment and screening procedures 
(see Appendix I) and attracted 125 applicants from 18 different countries (see Appendix 
H). Phase 3 selected 18 young scholars as research collaborators and appointed six (6) 
research coordinators to form six different collaborative research teams (see Appendix 
A) tasked to investigate six different issues that are integral to achieving “Gender Justice 
and Democracy in Asia.” Phase 3 also garnered the commitment of many AAWS Council 
Members and the attention and dedication of resource persons and guests from different 
agencies of the ASEAN (see Appendices A, B, C and D for the list of participants, lecturers, 
resource persons, participating institutions and organizing staff) as evidenced in the different 
activities captured in Appendix F. Both the collaborative research process and research 
outputs are indispensable KACP legacies that culminate the end of the three-phase KACP.

KACP Collaborative Research Results

Below are brief descriptions of 18 research studies, which are published separately in 
the so-called KACP Collaborative Research Report (see Appendix G). These studies are 
produced by six collaborative research teams from Korea and ten ASEAN countries after a 
series of research workshops, individual and group fieldwork, and paper presentations in 
Bangkok, Thailand and Hanoi, Vietnam from June to December 2016.

Violence against Women. This research team explored the adaption of conceptual 
frameworks that would allow for a better understanding of the complex dynamics of local 
cultures, the political economy, and the universal human rights discourse in the planning 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
AILEEN C. PARK

KACP Project Manager
Special Professor, Asian Center for Women’s Studies

Ewha Womans University, Republic of Korea
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of advocacy programs and projects against gender-based violence and the crafting of 
laws to eradicate violence against women. Employing the concepts of intersectionality, 
vernacularization and feminist comparative method, the team examined how culture 
and local cultural practices are key elements in the failures and successes of laws and 
programs that aim to protect women against violence in South Korea, Myanmar, and Lao 
PDR. As a result, the research papers underscored the importance of addressing domestic 
violence through legal protection, notwithstanding the unique challenges to legislating and 
implementing these laws. They also illustrated how this interaction between local culture 
and the international concept of human rights could shape the legislative agenda as well 
as the extent of the successes and shortfalls of the law. 

Peace, Environment, and Security. The three individual research papers in this team aimed 
to explore women’s perspectives, narratives, and insights on conflict, war, peace, and 
peace building process in Indonesia, Myanmar, and Vietnam. The research collaborators 
documented women’s personal but political narratives of war and conflict, analyzed the 
different layers of struggles that they experienced within gendered power relations, and 
explored the gendered dynamics within complex arrangement of land and resources 
tenure that interlinked with agrarian conflicts including those caused by environmental-
related policies and programs. Altogether, the research results deconstruct militaristic, 
linear, male-dominated view about conflict, war and peace; they deconstruct non-feminist 
leadership in peace building process; and they also deconstruct masculine view of 
environmental and agrarian conflicts. 

Ethnicity, Religion, and Sexuality. Gender constructs in relation to women are very closely 
related to views about women’s body and sexuality. Many cultures and religions prescribe 
what is seen as the appropriate way for women to dress and act (less so for men), either all 
the time in public or in certain religious or cultural circumstances. The research collaborators 
in this team discussed how ethnicity, religion and sexuality intersect in women’s lives by 
looking at the public sphere of political participation (in Indonesia), the experiences of 
marriage in the circumstances of women pursuing higher education (in Thailand), and the 
narratives of women on the issue of femininity (in Malaysia). The studies revealed that 
women’s gender roles and expectations are highly ordered by cultural contexts or spaces 
produced by religious and ethnic influences. Although the studies may be limited to the 
context of Islam, they present diverse ethnic and cultural situations and show how Islam 
interacts with ethnic and local cultures to form some variation on how gender constructions 
are produced. 

Gender, Migration and Culture. This research team conducted three case studies of women 
migrant workers that provide gender-sensitive insights on policies and institutions of 
international migration. In particular, one case investigated the gender differential patterns 
and use of remittances of Indonesian domestic workers, focusing on the empowerment 
and poverty reduction of women returnees and migrant families in Central Java, Indonesia. 
Another case study scrutinized existing regulatory governance framework and women’s 
agency in the marriage migration of Filipino women married to South Korean nationals. 
And the third case study examined the current situations and policies of women’s labour 
migration in Cambodia and discussed the existing regulations, laws and international 
agreement governing Cambodian women in international labour migration. The case 
studies illustrate substantial policy implications in terms of the enhancement of national 
government policies and regional governance between countries of origin and destination 
in order to protect women migrants, thereby harnessing their economic and social 
contributions to the sustainable growth of home countries. 

Feminity, Pop- Culture, and the Beauty Industry. The research collaborators from Brunei, 
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Indonesia, and Korea explored how femininity is shaped by other cultural elements and 
power structures, especially patriarchy, capitalism and religion. The three research papers 
investigated how beauty interacts with other aspects of social life and how women negotiate 
their gender expectation through beauty. Beauty was displayed through images in order to 
be evaluated, regulated and marketed. Through constructing and projecting the images of 
feminine body, women negotiate with the notion of femininity and the value assessed by 
others in their societies.  Beauty and fashion served as sites of control and contestation 
and were marketed by the capitalists against the backdrop of neoliberal globalization. The 
studies on this theme found that there are normative standards of beauty that regulate 
women’s appearance and behavior and that the social media emerged as an important 
arena for women to contest these standards.

Gender, Sex/Sexuality Education, and Culture. The three research papers on this theme 
affirm the crucial role that education, religion, family, and culture play in understanding 
gender, sex, and sexuality. One collaborator unpacked the grand narratives of international 
institutions and local tensions between religious fundamentalists and classroom teachers 
and students in Indonesia; another collaborator analyzed the ‘School Sexuality Education 
Standards (SSES)’ in Korea and proposed feminist media literacy in sexuality education; 
and the third collaborator primarily examined the Framework on Sexuality Education and the 
Growing Years and Empowered Teens (eTeens) Series in Singapore. The studies revealed 
that the proliferation and sophistication of communications and information technology 
offer innovative approaches to teaching gender, sex, and sexuality. However, they certainly 
pose threats to young and adolescent learners as they become digital natives who fully 
take advantage of the global information that is widely disseminated in the internet. 

All 18 research papers resulting from this collaborative work have been submitted for 
publication consideration to the Asian Journal of Women’s Studies (AJWS), a quarterly 
SSCI-indexed journal owned by the Asian Center for Women’s Studies of Ewha Womans 
University in Seoul, Korea and published by Routledge, Taylor & Francis, the leading 
publisher in social sciences based in the UK. The said papers are also circulated online 
at the websites of AAWS (www.aaws07.org, www.aaws2013.org) and partner institutions.

Project Accomplishments 

Knowledge Exchange and Empowerment of Women. According to one participant (see 
Appendix J), the KACP had “well organized research topics, timely and significant issues…
harmonious team structures, balance in terms of generation, region, [and] country.” KACP 
Phase 3 became a platform for senior and young scholars to dialogue, debate, exchange 
ideas, and conduct research collaboratively. It was evident that this collaborative endeavor 
empowered young researchers to pursue their academic interests in the future. 

Resource Sharing and Capability Building of Institutions. The KACP was an avenue for 
partner institutions from different countries (i.e., Phase 1: Korea-Philippines; Phase 2: 
Malaysia-Korea-Indonesia; and Phase 3: Thailand-Korea-Vietnam) to share their resources 
and build their human and institutional capacities in organizing and holding international 
events and in developing collaborative partnerships with others. 

Education and Experience through Theory and Practice. To balance theoretical inputs of 
senior scholars and practitioners with practical experiences in local communities and non-
government organizations, KACP Phase 3 took the participants to the Service Workers in 
Group (SWING) Foundation and SOS Children’s Village, Vietnam, respectively. 
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Sustainability of Networking and Indispensability of Collaboration. While Phases 1 and 
2 provided grounds for participants from eleven (11) countries to establish personal 
and institutional networks through the Korea-ASEAN Women’s Studies and Leadership 
Network (KAWSLN), Phase 3 sustained these networks and proved the indispensability 
of collaboration especially in terms of research and publication. Considering the diversity 
in issues and the varying levels of understanding and experiences of the selected 
researchers, this research undertaking could not have been done completely without the 
collaborative spirit imbibed by the research teams and without the guidance of the senior 
scholars in women’s studies. 

Contribution to Korea-ASEAN Relations. The people to people interaction, cultural 
awareness raising, friendly and academic dialogues between academicians and 
researchers from Korea and ASEAN have contributed to the strengthening of Korea-
ASEAN relations developed since 1989. In particular, this collaborative research project 
is a realization of the priorities of ASEAN-ROK Cooperation Fund on human resource 
development (with particular emphasis on women’s education, training and empowerment) 
and cultural and academic exchanges.

Contribution to ASEAN Objectives. To help “build an ASEAN Identity” and support the 
ASEAN integration, AAWS, through the KACP, has fulfilled the need to understand and 
increase awareness on what is ASEAN and a sense of community and responsibility of 
young and senior scholars in gender and women’s studies. 

With reference to the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) Blueprint 2025, AAWS 
has contributed to the building of an ASCC characterized by engagement, inclusivity, 
sustainability, resilience, and dynamics. The KACP Collaborative Research Workshop 
in Bangkok and the Collaborative Research Presentation and Publication discussion in 
Hanoi fully engaged young and senior ASEAN professionals and drew their passion and 
commitment to research and investigate and make practical and policy recommendations 
on socio-cultural, economic, political, religious, and environmental issues in the ASEAN 
region. 

In addition, AAWS has also provided the ASCC “human development” avenues to: (1) 
advance and prioritize education; (2) encourage collaborative initiatives; and (3) promote 
exchanges among educational institutions and continue university networking in close 
collaboration with the Southeast Asia Ministers of Education Organization (SEAMEO) 
and the ASEAN University Network (AUN). AAWS has also promoted equal access to 
education for women and has allowed the exchange of best practices on gender-sensitive 
school curriculum. 

Project Evaluation and Recommendations

Based on the evaluation results of the participants (see Appendix J) and the assessment 
of the KACP proponent and AAWS Council Members, KACP Phase 3 has the following 
features and recommendations for future project planning and implementation.

More inclusive, more network-based. In addition to the official Call for Applicants, we 
used existing networks and partner institutions to screen and recruit participants. We 
also benefited from the previous participants’ dissemination of the KACP activities and 
the circulation of information by the ASEAN Secretariat, AUN, ASEAN-Korea Centre 
and other partner institutions and individuals. However, as in Phases 1 and 2, there still 
remains an imbalance in terms of the number of applicants and participation from ASEAN 
countries like Cambodia, Brunei, Myanmar, Laos, and Singapore. Therefore, more efforts 
in finding ways to address this imbalance need to be taken into consideration. 
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More opportunities, more difficulties and challenges. The workshop dynamics of KACP Phase 
3 offered more avenues to dialogue, question, investigate, and become aware of each other’s 
academic interests and passion to help address common problems and issues in Korea and 
ASEAN countries. However, the differences in language, culture and food preferences, the 
need for more effective collaboration, and the desire to produce better research outputs have 
caused difficulties and challenges in the process of implementation.

Need for the engagement of policy makers. The Director of the ASEAN Socio-Cultural 
Community congratulated the organizers and participants for the conduct of the KACP. She 
remarked that the KACP initiatives of AAWS have contributed to the overall discourse on 
advancing the rights and welfare of women and girls. She voiced her anticipation for more 
pioneering researches and publications that will enrich the narratives of women and girls in 
the region towards greater equality and empowerment. She also strongly recommended to 
involve policy makers in collaborative efforts like this in order to effect more change and bring 
the influence of research results to the policy level as well.

Need for more collaborative research initiatives. Although the research results had been 
presented to a larger audience at the Congress and circulated online, there needs to be more 
collaborative undertakings to follow through this project. Sustaining the momentum created by 
six research teams is of utmost importance in order to develop Korea-ASEAN curriculum for 
higher education, particularly on gender/women’s studies, and promote women’s leadership 
and empowerment in academic setting.
 
Need for better budget management and fund allocation. Because of the “installment” 
allocation of the ASEAN-ROK Cooperation Fund and the nature and complexity of the KACP 
Collaborative Research involving eleven (11) countries, we made several official requests for 
modifications in terms of budget management and fund allocation to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Korea. We acknowledge our limitations in this regard and would like to express 
our gratitude to MOFA for extending its consideration and support throughout the whole 
implementation of the KACP. As our partner institutions do not have any other particular 
financial support, we strongly suggest that a fund allocation system that is better than the 
current one could be devised for future Korea-ASEAN projects and activities.

Overall, the AAWS-KACP Secretariat is grateful to the organizations and people who have 
greatly contributed to the success of Phase 3 and hopes that the international community, the 
national government, the school administration, concerned families, citizens, and individuals 
in Korea and ASEAN learn from the findings, recommendations, and implications of the 
studies produced in KACP Phase 3.
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With the theme “Gender Justice and Democracy in Asia,” the Asian Association of Women’s Studies 
(AAWS) hosted KACP Phase 3, Part 1 which included the Collaborative Workshop, Roundtable 
Presentation, Research Coordinator’s Presentation along with the AAWS Council Meeting and Study 
Tour on June 4-6, 2016 in Bangkok, Thailand. 

Organized by the Asian Center for Women’s Studies (ACWS) of Ewha Womans University in Korea 
and Thammasat University in Thailand in cooperation with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), ASEAN University Network (AUN), and sponsored by the ASEAN-ROK Cooperation Fund, 
KACP Phase 3 Part 1 was attended by 18 young scholars from Korea and ASEAN countries and senior 
scholars from Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, Philippines, and Thailand, including resource persons from 
the ASEAN and AUN. 

Different from the last two phases, KACP Phase 3 focused mainly on collaborative research. The 
objectives of Part I were:

• to bring together all research collaborators and coordinators to discuss and develop their research 
framework, content, methodology, and direction; 

• to listen to theoretical inputs and guidance from senior scholars in Korea and ASEAN countries; and
• to immerse the KACP researchers, plenary speakers, resource persons and guests into the lives 

and experiences of local women and men through a study tour.
• 

Part I focused on the preparation for collaborative research, which consisted of six themes with each 
having a coordinator and three collaborators. The invited collaborators prepared abstracts and were 
then grouped according to the following:

1. Violence Against Women
2. Peace, Environment, and Security
3. Ethnicity, Religion, and Sexuality
4. Gender, Migration and Culture
5. Femininity, Pop Culture, and the Beauty Industry
6. Gender, Sex Education and Culture

As can be seen in Appendix D-1, Day 1 of the workshop started with the introduction of the organizers, 
the participants, and the program, highlighting a detailed orientation on what KACP Phase 3 was all 
about.

Day 2 consisted of the opening ceremony, inputs from senior scholars during the roundtable and the 
plenary discussion, and the presentation of the research framework for the six themes by the coordinators. 
In the afternoon, the research development workshop was held, which allowed the coordinators to 
discuss with their respective collaborators on their assigned themes. This was followed by the AAWS 
Council Meeting. 

Day 3 was the presentation of each research team led by the coordinators. Subsequent to the team 
presentations was the plenary discussion. After the closing ceremony in the afternoon, the KACP 
participants were taken to Study Tour at the Service Workers in Group (SWING). 

The succeeding pages provide the highlights of the three-day workshop of Part 1, which demonstrate 
how team workshops and plenary discussions helped prepare them in their succeeding research for a 
period of six months.

INTRODUCTION TO PART I
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ROUNDTABLE PRESENTATION
Three senior professors from Indonesia, Malaysia, 
and Korea were invited to share their knowledge and 
understanding of feminist research and transnationalism.

Doing Transnational Feminist Research Korea-
ASEAN: Women as Vulnerable Groups or Active 
Agents of Economic Development in the Global 
Competition?
Dr. Kristi Poerwandari, Universitas Indonesia

Dr. Poerwandari presented the common themes behind 
intersectionality and transnationalism in feminism. 
According to her, women and marginal groups are subjects 
of several challenges and have been facing 100 years 
of discrimination. Despite this, they have to strategically 
participate as active agents in economic development. In 
this context, researchers can map out commonalities and 
differences within these themes in real world situations, 
including the spill of foreign labors in transnational context 
and in feminist perspective. 

Moreover, Dr. Poerwandari emphasized that the analysis 
of policy, law, regulations and governance related to 
specific issues such as migration, citizenship, and 
economic development can help build the knowledge 
on how to turn women’s victimization into empowerment 
from individual to policy level. With the six established 
themes, commonalities are observed under these issues. 
For instance, under the topic of violence against women, 
researchers can look upon cultural and religious practices 
and their links to violence against women through the lens 
of policy, regulation, and governance. This same idea can 
also be applied to other topics by looking into the common 
issues, which can be studied through policy and regulation. 
Intersectionality plays a major part by introducing common 
themes behind the subjects in which researchers are 
interested in.

Doing Transnational Feminist Research on/in 
Korea and ASEAN: My Personal Thoughts on the 
Possibilities of Transformative Projects?
Dato’ Dr. Rashidah Shuib, Universiti Sains Malaysia

Drawing from her experiences in collaborative research, 
Dr. Shuib found that involvement from so many countries 
resulted in negotiation and debate over concepts. For 
instance, she raised questions on how “Asia” is defined 
geographically, politically, and economically and what 
gender justice means. The differences in perspectives 

would mean differences in views of what gender is. In this 
sense, there needs to be a solid and clear understanding 
of concepts whether it be feminism, gender, or feminist 
research which then leads to multiple discourses on 
research areas and results, as well as in its interpretation. 

Furthermore, she raised the diversity of the “location of 
feminism” in the region as it is found in anthropology, politics, 
and other disciplines. The relationship between Korean 
and ASEAN also needs to be taken into consideration 
whether it is “in” Korea-ASEAN or “on” Korea-ASEAN. 
Korea is a developed country with economic interest of its 
own in ASEAN. It is an economically diverse regional bloc 
and shares a colonial past, except Thailand. The question 
over what binds Korea and ASEAN together needs to be 
asked. Because of its shared colonial experience, ASEAN 
needs to find a common understanding, which will bind 
it together despite its diversity. Second, a balance for 
transnational research must be met. Researchers need 
to agree on the agenda of the research. What are the 
goals needed to be reached? Is it only the job of young 
scholars to put together the research? Can the community 
of practice, the marginalized people, and the community 
groups be brought on board? Agenda is all about 
transformation. How is change brought about not just by 
the data provided, but also by the research process itself 
in which the stakeholders are brought into the scene by 
offering them the knowledge during your research? There 
are many types of feminisms, which is acceptable, but 
common ground needs to be found. It is important to know 
what manifests resistance in doing feminist research. 

ROUNDTABLE PRESENTATION & 
PLENARY DISCUSSION

Dr. Rashidah Shuib attends the Roundtable Presentation 
and Plenary Discussion on behalf of Dr. Noraida Endut. 
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In conclusion, Dr. Shuib raised the question, “How do we 
accommodate the situation without losing our geological 
agenda?” She emphasized that there is a need to talk 
about these issues that unite us across boarder. There 
is a need to build agenda in women’s studies, not just 
reporting to some organizations. In the same way, there 
is a need to push for economic growth, productivity, and 
societal transformation. She then encouraged young 
scholars to sustain future collaborative work even without 
formal support.

Doing Transnational Feminist Research on/in Korea 
and ASEAN
Dr. Eun-Shil Kim, Ewha Womans University

In her discussion, Dr. Kim made a strong statement on the 
current collaborative research which, according to her, is 
not articulated enough. She went on to say that there are 
two very important issues:

the theoretical and the political or practical aspect, which 
brings about solidarity among researchers. Feminist 
research is usually done at national level; hence, 
transnational feminist research presents such challenges 
to what is normally done within a nation-state. By 
conducting transnational feminist research, we facilitate 
the exchange and production of knowledge and also 
strengthen solidarity at the same time. We can talk about 
transnational feminism through the internet, conferences, 
and workshops and deepen our discussion by considering 
what has happened to feminist practices (e.g., migration, 
movement of commodities, and movement of capital) 
in each locale, and how have they been affected by 
transnationalism. Thus, there exists many diverse ways to 
define transnational feminism. 

In terms of theoretical argument, Dr. Kim highlighted that 
the boundary of theoretical point of view, interpretation, 
and the analysis of the issues needs to be identified. 
Methodologies are also usually limited in bounded locales. 

With multiple levels of research, whether local, national, 
and transnational, there needs to be a common agreement 
on how it has to be framed. Through the conduct of 
workshops, she hopes that researchers can define new 
conceptual challenges.

Finally, Dr. Km inquired what practices and solidarity should 
be agreed upon when talking about transnational feminist 
research in solving problems in the locale. Feminist 
research demands participation and engagement. What 
kind of practices can be produced in doing transnational 
feminist research? In delivering this kind of ideas, she 
stressed that researchers might find theoretical dilemma 
and issues in doing such research. Epistemological 
framework is very much national, and discussions on 
epistemological base, regional boundary, and research 
ethics should be included. Dialogues to discuss out 
epistemological bases are necessary. As such, researchers 
should discuss differences in their own locales.

PLENARY DISCUSSION

Moderated by Dr. Carolyn Sobritchea, the plenary became 
an important venue in exchanging views on substantial 
issues and debates. The following are significant highlights 
of the discussions.

On feminism and the digital world

Dr. Grace Javier Alfonso pointed out the concept of new 
“recolonization” in terms of cultural dominance and feminist 
theorizing. How do we replicate ourselves as we need the 
political mask to achieve meaningful social transformation? 
As resources will be given by organizations all over the 
world, feminist researchers, writers, theorists will be facing 
challenges in maintaining their voices in digital world.

In response, Dr. Kim Eun-shil agreed that utility of the 
internet in disseminating knowledge is necessary. She 
also added that friendship and trust among partners 

are essential in building solidarity as it encourages 
sharing of resources and experiences. The network, 
for instance, has been built for many years through 
friendship and trust among friends.

Meanwhile, Dr. Kristi Poerwandari added that 
information and communications technology has given 
such huge opportunities. People realize that degrees 
are not so important after all. But the struggle remains 
on how to further contribute to the development and 
sustainability of women’s studies. In addition, it is equally 
necessary to think about funding and promotion while 
maintaining ideologies and goals in the fight for justice 
and change in society. The challenge is imminent. And 
while globalization and capitalism cannot be avoided, 
neither should it be defied; it should be utilized.  

Dr. Eun-Shil Kim presents her paper during the Plenary. 
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In conclusion, Dr. Shuib raised the question, “How do we 
accommodate the situation without losing our geological 
agenda?” She emphasized that there is a need to talk 
about these issues that unite us across boarder. There 
is a need to build agenda in women’s studies, not just 
reporting to some organizations. In the same way, there 
is a need to push for economic growth, productivity, and 
societal transformation. She then encouraged young 
scholars to sustain future collaborative work even without 
formal support.

Doing Transnational Feminist Research on/in Korea 
and ASEAN
Dr. Eun-Shil Kim, Ewha Womans University

In her discussion, Dr. Kim made a strong statement on the 
current collaborative research which, according to her, is 
not articulated enough. She went on to say that there are 
two very important issues:

the theoretical and the political or practical aspect, which 
brings about solidarity among researchers. Feminist 
research is usually done at national level; hence, 
transnational feminist research presents such challenges 
to what is normally done within a nation-state. By 
conducting transnational feminist research, we facilitate 
the exchange and production of knowledge and also 
strengthen solidarity at the same time. We can talk about 
transnational feminism through the internet, conferences, 
and workshops and deepen our discussion by considering 
what has happened to feminist practices (e.g., migration, 
movement of commodities, and movement of capital) 
in each locale, and how have they been affected by 
transnationalism. Thus, there exists many diverse ways to 
define transnational feminism. 

In terms of theoretical argument, Dr. Kim highlighted that 
the boundary of theoretical point of view, interpretation, 
and the analysis of the issues needs to be identified. 
Methodologies are also usually limited in bounded locales. 
With multiple levels of research, whether local, national, 

and transnational, there needs to be a common 
agreement on how it has to be framed. Through the 
conduct of workshops, she hopes that researchers 
can define new conceptual challenges.

Finally, Dr. Km inquired what practices and 
solidarity should be agreed upon when talking 
about transnational feminist research in solving 
problems in the locale. Feminist research 
demands participation and engagement. What 
kind of practices can be produced in doing 
transnational feminist research? In delivering this 
kind of ideas, she stressed that researchers might 
find theoretical dilemma and issues in doing such 
research. Epistemological framework is very much 
national, and discussions on epistemological base, 
regional boundary, and research ethics should be 
included. Dialogues to discuss out epistemological 
bases are necessary. As such, researchers should 
discuss differences in their own locales.

PLENARY DISCUSSION

Moderated by Dr. Carolyn Sobritchea, the plenary became 
an important venue in exchanging views on substantial 
issues and debates. The following are significant highlights 
of the discussions.

On feminism and the digital world

Dr. Grace Javier Alfonso pointed out the concept of new 
“recolonization” in terms of cultural dominance and feminist 
theorizing. How do we replicate ourselves as we need the 
political mask to achieve meaningful social transformation? 
As resources will be given by organizations all over the 
world, feminist researchers, writers, theorists will be facing 
challenges in maintaining their voices in digital world.

In response, Dr. Kim Eun-shil agreed that utility of the 
internet in disseminating knowledge is necessary. She 

also added that friendship and trust among partners are 
essential in building solidarity as it encourages sharing 

Participants and senior scholars listen on during the Roundtable 
Discussion. 

One of the senior scholars, Dr. Carolyn 
Sobritchea, provided the summarty. 
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of resources and experiences. The network, for instance, 
has been built for many years through friendship and trust 
among friends.

Meanwhile, Dr. Kristi Poerwandari added that information 
and communications technology has given such huge 
opportunities. People realize that degrees are not so 
important after all. But the struggle remains on how to 
further contribute to the development and sustainability 
of women’s studies. In addition, it is equally necessary 
to think about funding and promotion while maintaining 
ideologies and goals in the fight for justice and change in 
society. The challenge is imminent. And while globalization 
and capitalism cannot be avoided, neither should it be 
defied; it should be utilized.  

On identity politics

Dr. Aurora Javate de Dios raised the notion of identity 
politics and the negotiation between ethnic and national 
priorities with an example of indigenous women and 
national interest for peace. She added that globalization is 
a two-edged sword. 

In spite of the discussions on solidarity through differences, 
Dr. Kim Eun-shil expounded that identity and solidarity 
politics are in tension. How then does one explain, deal, 
and theorize differences? People are different even within 
a nation-state, and difference is not naturally given. These 
differences need to be tackled, criticized, and theorized if 
transnational feminist research were to be conducted.

On transnationalism 

Transnationalism is a problematic term accentuated by 
Dr. Kurniawati Hastuti Dewi. Hence, researchers need to 
be careful in using the term. She also mentioned different 
gender norms and religious gender aspects. How does 
one work on similar issues like migration on such different 
local backgrounds? In addition, the term feminism is 
derived from western culture, while in Southeast Asia, 
different norms toward gender have been applied. 

In reply, Dato’ Dr. Rashidah Shuib asked if one can do 
feminist research without abiding to the geology of 
feminism? What is ASEAN Way? In seeking answers 
to these questions, it requires referring back to feminist 
ideology as it is contextualized according to time and 
framework. In the end, it is not about the West. The core 
is about deconstructing and looking at one’s position and 
situation in society. If not, it then becomes just an initiation 
of complementarity without providing any further result.

Dr. Kristi Poerwandari thought that it is acceptable to have 
multiple feminist languages since the aim is not to look 
for a single answer. Language should not be a source 
of concern, but rather the usage and politicization of 
languages.

SUMMARY BY DR. CAROLYN SOBRITCHEA

In the summary provided by Dr. Carolyn Sobritchea, she 
reminded that it is critical to ask why research is being 
done and who will benefit from the knowledge going to 
be produced. Hence, she recommended the engagement 
in all levels of users of that knowledge whether it be the 
global, regional, and local communities or civil society 
organizations. In the end, women are part of the end 
users of the knowledge that will be produced. Another 
recommendation is negotiating and understanding 
technical force to come up with ontological and 
epistemological assumptions. Here lies the importance 
of epistemology, which asks “how do we know what we 
know?” It is crucial that researchers agree on the following 
questions: What is the reality that has been established by 
our research partners? What will be the framework?

In addition, Dr. Sobritchea also stressed that there is no 
one feminism as the concept itself is constructed. The 
space of knowledge is a space for empowerment, lights, 
and illusions. The challenge for the researchers is to 
keep writing and producing knowledge, yet consider the 
possible biases of the knowledge that will be produced. 

On the topic of intersectionality, there needs to be 
guidance in definitions. For instance, what constitutes 
violence against women? Interaction with the scientific 
community is necessary in order to transform work into 
policy. Therefore, engaging the state will be helpful. In the 
same way, many international organizations have now 
given the definition of what constitutes violence against 
women and what their rights are. But these concepts also 
have to be interrogated because they were made from 
biases. We have to follow the international, ASEAN, UN 
definitions of what constitute violence against women.
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For the workshop in Bangkok, the research coordinators 
were tasked to present the research framework of their 
research teams, which tackled these issues: 1) violence 
against women; 2) peace, environment, and security; 3) 
ethnicity, religion, and sexuality; 4) gender, migration, 
and culture; 5) femininity, pop-culture, and the beauty 
industry; and 6) gender, sex education, and culture. Dr. 
Rashida Shuib of Universiti Sains Malaysia acted as the 
coordinator for the ethnicity, religion, and sexuality team 
on behalf of Dr. Noraida Endut, who could not make it for 
medical reasons. For the coordinators’ presentation and 
plenary discussion, Dr. Aurora Javate de Dios served as 
the moderator. 

1. Violence Against Women
Dr. Odine de Guzman, Philippines

Dr. de Guzman started off by using texts from Jose Rizal’s 
work, which was written in the late-19th century illustrating 
domestic violence as deeply entrenched in a patriarchal 
society. Rizal, which is closely linked to the Philippine 
identity, can give the audience sentiment on the subject 
matter. It described the main character “Sisa” who was 

abused not only physically, but verbally, economically, and 
psychologically. Dr. de Guzman suggested that through the 
use of the “intersectionality,” the issue of women’s rights 
which is generally seen as a western idea or the issue of 
domestic violence, which was argued against as a private 

matter, can be put into a new perspective. Intersectionality 
drew overlapping concepts that transcended contexts, 
nation, tradition, and culture and gave light to shared 
values that can contribute to the advocacy for gender 
equality. 

The lens of intersectionality could also lend an angle to 
analyzing the problematique of the concept of human 
rights, which is usually understood to be a kind of western 
idea, in relation to the dynamics of the specificities of local 
culture, national, and international politics, as the research 
of Min Sook Heo from South Korea, will address this 
concern. Overall, this research team hoped to illustrate 
the potentials of the lens of the intersectionality approach 
to dealing with the issues of violence against women in the 
ASEAN+1 region, as the utility of a feminist comparative 
approach is examined.   

2. Peace, Environment, and Security
Dr. Mia Siscawati, Indonesia

Often in peace building process, feminist leadership is 
overlooked. The issue of gender equality during peace 
building is usually omitted as it is considered as less 
important than putting an end to a conflict. According to 
Dr. Siscawati, two of the works in this team would look at 
feminist leadership in peace building, the power sharing in 
peace building process, and their roles in different levels. 
In another research, the researcher would examine a case 
study of a village and their experiences in preparation as 

RESEARCH COORDINATORS’ PRESENTATION & 
PLENARY DISCUSSION

5 June 2016, 10:40 – 13:00  |  Mandarin Hotel,  Bangkok, Thailand

Dr. Mia Siscawati presented her team’s research 
framework. 

Dr. Odine provided perspectives on her 
team’s research framework. 
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a pilot site for the REDD+ (Reduction of Emission from 
Deforestation and Forest Degradation) in Vietnam. Utilizing 
the feminist political ecology lens, the research would 
explore the role of different gender factor in determining 
access to forests. 

The connecting themes for the three researches included 
the gender dynamics of leadership and the decision 
making process, as well as the strategies of empowering 
feminist leadership and the study of women’s agency. The 
researchers wanted to explore women narratives or “her 
stories” and adopted reflexivity, as well as intersectionality 
as part of research project while trying to encompass 
voices of women from different backgrounds.

3. Ethnicity, Religion, and Sexuality
Dr. Noraida Endut, Malaysia

The research proposals submitted under this theme 
represent diverse issues and geographical and socio-
cultural contexts. However, they also represent 
investigations into issues through which common analytical 
elements can be identified. One of the interconnecting 
themes in this research is the negotiation and bargain by 
women with existing socio-cultural norms, both formal and 
informal, to create space within the patriarchal society. 
Also, they look into the effect of these negotiations. Under 
this theme, all of these proposed studies may answer 
these common research questions:

• What are existing socio-cultural and religious 
norms affecting women’s lives in different settings 
in ASEAN?

• How have women negotiated with existing formal 
and informal structures in order to obtain the 
desired outcome for their wellbeing? Why have 
women chosen to negotiate rather than resist the 
structures that restrict them?

• What are the effects of these negotiations? 
Have they been successful and how have the 
negotiations improved or negatively impacted their 
lives? If the negotiations have not achieved the 
desired outcome, why?

Ethinicity and religion are two elements that can greatly 
influence the norms that women have to conform to in 
their lives. All three studies contain investigations into 

how religious and/or ethnic contexts of women interact 
with their ability to negotiate their positions in society.  
Sexuality is an overarching issue by which women’s lives 
are commonly scrutinized and regulated by society. The 
examination of sexuality issues permeates through the 
three proposed studies.

4. Gender, Migration, and Culture
Dr. Julia Jiwon Shin, Korea

Dr. Shin remarked that as gender is fluid as one of the 
ways humans create and perpetuate social differences, it 
should be understood as a structure that organizes and 
signifies power at levels above the individual (Pessar and 
Mahler, 2003). Arguing that gender relations are present in 
all types of institutions, Connell (1987) develops a concept 
of a ‘gender regime’, referring to ‘the historically produced 
state of play in gender relations in a given institution’. A 
gender regime is an aggregate of practices, ideological 
and material that acts to construct images of masculinity 
and femininity in a given social context and to sustain forms 
of gender inequality. Gender inequalities persist through a 
complex of institutions, and it is important to show how 
gender is actually reproduced through the strategies and 
interactions of such institutions. 

Dr. Shin opted to have a specific topic on “gender migration 
regime in Asia,” which argued that migration forces are 
very much gender or sexual forces. Analyzing the process 
of migration from a gendered perspective enables us to 
move between multiple levels of analysis and provide a 
more interactive account of structure and agency. The 
overarching theme of this research stream, “the gendered 
migration regime,” could adequately embrace all submitted 
research titles. Dr. Shin further divided the research 
proposals into two sub-themes in order to facilitate more 

workable collaboration of research. During the workshop, 
it will be discussed and reified. Researchers in each sub-
thematic group are expected to develop principal research 
questions related to the theme.         

Dr. Julia Jiwon Shin, Coordinator for Theme 4, 
presented her group’s research framework. 

Dr. Chalidaporn Songsamphan presented her 
team’s research framework. 
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5. Femininity, Pop-culture, & the Beauty Industry 
Dr. Chalidaporn Songsamphan, Thailand

The group conducted research about the concept of 
femininity and bodily display. Femininity is regulated 

through women’s body. Nowadays, people tend to look 
at women as passive victims of femininity, but in reality, 
all women negotiate with femininity. The research will 
look at the reflection of the notion of femininity, as well 
as negotiation and resistance process of women over 
femininity. In addition, globalization is an added factor 
that gives space for people to negotiate with beauty. As 
the concept of beauty is still contested, pop culture is a 
factor that reflects, defines, and redefines beauty. With the 
process of commodification of beauty, people can invest 
and use their beauty as resource or asset. 

Several points were suggested as useful starting points for 
framing the research work for this team:

• Femininity 

Dr. Aileen Park provided her team’s research 
framework and methodology.

• Negotiating femininity 
• Beauty as contested idea/standard/concept 
• Harmful effects of beauty 
• Commodifying beauty 
• Globalization/interconnectedness 

It will be interesting to explore how beauty and femininity 
in the dichotomous gender system have been shaping and 
shaped by popular culture in the globalization age and how 
people negotiate with various aspects of feminine beauty.

6. Gender, Sex Education and Culture 
 Dr. Aileen C. Park, Korea

Drawing on the research studies proposed by the three 
members from three different countries, Dr. Park noted that 
their team would explore the consequences of teenage 
pregnancy in Indonesia, the construction of femininity in 
Singapore, and the sex education in Korean high schools. 
As the school serves as a primary area for socialization, it 
plays a major role in contributing and constructing attitude 
for gender or sex issues. Dr. Park found it interesting to 
address these issues in such a collaborative research 
endeavor because they not only describe the daily reality 
of women, they are central to the life of women and to 
the agenda that we should be promoting in schools. 
However, considering the distinct three-country cases of 
this research, she raised the question, how do we find and 
establish the epistemological relevance of one country to 
another country? How do we justifiably connect the themes 
in such a way that they make sense as one transnational 
collaborative research project?

Overall, her research team may take on an “activist-
feminist” position, which allows to critically “[intervene] 
on hegemonic practices and [serve] as an advocate in 
exposing the material effects of marginalized locations 
while offering alternatives” (Fine as cited in Madison, 
2005, p. 6). As critical qualitative researchers, the team 
also hopes to “unveil the complexities of societal systems 
and inequities…that constitute hegemonic conditions” 
(Perez & Cannella, 2011, p. 115).  

Attentive participants during 
the Research Coordinators’ 
presentation. 
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The workshop comprised of group discussions and 
comments from senior scholars, respective research 
coordinator, and members of the individual research team. 
It aimed to further clarify concepts and provide suggestions 
on how the researcher could better proceed and tackle 
the issues involved in her research. As the themes varied 
per group, the summaries and recommendations were 
also done according to the format and discretion deemed 
appropriate by each respective group.

1. VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Prof. Odine de Guzman
Research Coordinator 

Ms. Viengdavong Luangsithideth
Reducing Violence against Women and Children and 

Ending Child Marriage in Lao PDR

Dr. Su Yin Htun
Legal Protection on Women in Myanmar against 

Domestic Violence

Dr. Min Sook Heo
Reflecting the Past, Sharing the Present: East Asian 

Women’s against Coalition Building

Dr. Carolyn Sobritchea 
Research Consultant 

Summary of Key Discussions

On the common strains of the three proposals 

Dr. Odine de Guzman saw that the common theme among 
the three research proposals was domestic violence. She 
proposed that the researches come up with one agreed 
research problem. The discussion was followed by the 
inclusion of discrimination in the research alongside 
violence. Dr. de Guzman also questioned the level of 
disempowerment of women in each researcher’s country 
in order to investigate similarities and differences in their 
respective study cases.

On terminology, Dr. Su Yin Htun proposed to come up 
with a common definition of “domestic violence,” as hers, 
for instance, was derived from the ASEAN declaration. In 
line with this, Dr. de Guzman inquired as to how domestic 
violence is understood in the researchers’ local contexts.

On conceptual framework
The researchers will conduct their studies in their 

respective countries, focusing on what constitutes violence 
against women. Dr. Su Yin Htun focuses on the necessity 
of laws protecting women in Myanmar, while Dr. Min Sook 
Heo argues that the law on violence against women has 
not been very successful in South Korea. Viengdavong 
Luangsithideth remarked that traditional law may play a 
larger part in Laotian community than the national one. 
For instance, it is acceptable in some communities for a 
husband to hurt a wife who burns the food. Dr. de Guzman 
commented that since Myanmar and Laos are relatively 
new countries, their governments were conditioned into 
ratifying the universal law imposed by the UN and regional 
entities, which might not resonate with the practices in the 
local context. Hence, it requires clarification as to how it 
is actually accepted and interpreted in local language and 
only then can it be identified whether it is effective or not. 
Additionally, the coordinator added that comparing “new 
countries” with more established one like Korea might 
present a challenge.

On socialization and education

As all agreed that written national law does not apply to 
the foundation, which constitutes violence against women, 
the topic shifted to the role of socialization and education 
instead. The norms and values, which have made it 
acceptable to violate women, are socially constructed. Ms. 
Viengdavong Luangsithideth has especially shown her 
interest in the educational process.

“Clearly we need strong law, but we also need the transfer 
of information, education, and opportunity to learn about 
violence against women. In Laos, women have no access 
to the internet. Law is also not applicable in the real world.” 
- Ms. Viengdavong Luangsithideth

Dr. de Guzman remarked that it might be a good 
opportunity in studying the negotiation between national 
and traditional law on how to treat women. According to 
her, although there may be a national law implemented 
nationwide, in people’s consciousness, it might contradict 
their way of life. It then becomes a contest between the 
national parliament and the tribal committee.  
“These traditional laws are basically against your national 
law. There are ideas that women are lesser than men. 
It is important to study how these new laws contradict 
or harmonize with these traditional law.” - Dr. Odine de 
Guzman

She also added that law can be used as a learning too. 
If people believe in the existence of law, the purpose of it 
could be to educate, to teach people to respect women, 
which is a part of socialization. In this sense, gender 

RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP
5  June 2016, 14:30 – 18:00 | Mandarin Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand
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equality is instilled in the young minds [of our generation].

On intersectionality, research questions, and 
methodology

The research will look into the cultural transformation 
and economic empowerment that affects the psyche 
and mindset of people. The study will perceive the law 
as a reflection of political development and its notion 
of democracy. In addition, the coordinator and the 
researchers agreed on conducting a variety of qualitative 
research most appropriate for each case study. They 
decided that they will link each research through law and 

socialization or education. The overall theme will rely upon 
the negotiation between the national law and traditional 
law. Three country case studies will be presented and 
compared. Thus far, the agreed research and research 
methods are as follows:

• Dr. Su Yin Htun:  
• Research question: 

• Why does Myanmar require women 
protection law? Why is it necessary to 
have legal implementation to protect 
women from violence?

• Methodology: 
• Review of secondary evidences

• Ms. Viengdavong Luangsithideth:
• Research question: 

• Why is education necessary in shifting 
the mindset on violence against women in 
Laos? What is the current situation of the 
Laotian education system?

• Methodology:  
• Knowledge and attitude survey, interview, 

focus group discussion

• Dr. Min Sook Heo:
• Research question: 

• Is law really effective in protecting women 
from violence? What are the flaws and 
limitation of legal implementation in South 
Korea?

• Methodology: 
• Reviewing secondary evidences such as 

law, policy, and regulation

The coordinator emphasized on the importance of ethical 
research method. She expressed that this piece of research 
will be distinctly beneficial to the network as researchers 
will provide data, which is unique to their local context, and 
document actual experiences from their locales. 

2. PEACE, ENVIRONMENT, AND SECURITY

Dr. Mia Siscawati
Research Coordinator 

Mai Aye Aye Aung
Strengthening Feminist Leadership for Effective and 

Sustainable Peace Building Process in Myanmar 

Eka Srimulyani
Uncovering the Sub-alternity: The Peace Process in 

Women’s Perspective, Narratives, and Agencies 
 

Phan Phuang Hao
Gender Relations in Access to Forest at REDD+ Pilot 

Projects: A Case Study from Vietnam  

Dr. Aurora de Dios
Joint Researcher

Dr. Hyun Uk Lee
Resource Person

Strengthening Feminist Leadership for Effective and 
Sustainable Peace Building Process in Myanmar 
Mai Aye Aye Aung
 
The research focuses on the role of feminist leadership 
in peace process in Myanmar. The researcher has the 
opinion that the current peace process needs to have 
more feminist leader as it currently involves only one or two 
feminist leaders. Hence, there is the need for empowerment 
to let the committee realize feminist concerns. The new 
government may lead to better democracy in Myanmar 
but they mostly focus on larger goals, while issues such 
as religious conflict, ethnic conflict and refugees are 
overlooked. Apart from Aung San Suu Kyi, there are hardly 
any women in leadership position in Myanmar politics.  This 
research, therefore, will try to answer these questions, as 
well as try to find how to empower women to have more 
leadership both in community and national level politics. 

On leadership

When asked why there are not as many women leaders 
in Myanmar, the researcher answered that in her opinion, 
Aung San Suu Kyi does not promote women to have more 
roles in national level politics. Although there are many 
women leaders who are more capable than their male 
counterparts, they are often over looked.
 
On methodology

Although the researcher is still uncertain whether to 

Dr. Aurora de Dios actively provided her insights during 
the workshop. 
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employ focus group discussion (FGD) or in depth 
interviews, the researcher intends to interview 10 to 15 
individuals from both state and non-state agencies, as well 
as from community and national levels. Time constraints, 
however, might prove to be challenging as interviews with 
government officials usually require more time. In-depth 
interviews require more time as it needs to build rapport 
with the subject to learn more of their story. In addition, if 
FGDs are used with the presence of males, it might inhibit 
the full participation and free storytelling of women.
 
Dr. Mia Siscawati suggested two research questions:
 

• What kind of struggle do these women leaders 
face? Women leaders in this case are involved in 
“gendered politics.” 

• What will be the suitable way to empower women to 
lead in the peace process? 

In terms of methodology, the research should include 
supporting subjects or regular people who enjoy the 
leadership. The researcher should also consider 

conducting in-depth interviews on the life and history of 
each leader, including their becoming and their trajectory. 
It is by exploring their background that their stories are 
revealed. 

Uncovering the Sub-alternity: The Peace Process in 
Women’s Perspective, Narratives, and Agencies
Eka Srimulyani
 
Looking at five women and their intersectionality or 
commonality in the terms of context, culture, and ethnicity, 
this research tells the narratives of five women in times 
of peace and war of the sub-altern. Dr. Aurora de Dios 
commented that for women, wars are not only perceived 
as imminent physical threat, but are also a psychological 
trauma. In comparison to men, women face physical 
threat, as well as the risk of rape as a tool of violence. 
The study of women in conflict needs to deconstruct the 

notion of women as victims and instead perceive them as 
survivors, thereby changing the view of women in wars 
from being passive to active. It is equally interesting to 
see how women manage their lives and keep their family 
together in times of war.
Dr. Mia Siscawati was concerned with incorporating 
women from different ethnicities and context as women’s 
geography is not only determined on where they live. Other 
participants were also concerned about time constraints, 
especially incorporating a 30 year-long conflict into a 
paper in such a short time. 

On methodology

As this research is similar with the first one, the same 
methodology of conducting in-depth interview can be 
used. Leaders in peace process tend to think that ongoing 
resolutions for peace is more important, while gender issue 
is a subordinate issue. In times of conflict, the military is 
regarded as more important in peace making. However, 
this view needs to be deconstructed to open more space 
for women, who consist half of the community affected by 

conflict and whose roles as supporters of peace are often 
overlooked. 

Gender Relations in Access to Forest at REDD+ Pilot 
Projects:
A Case Study from Vietnam
Phan Phuang Hao

Utilizing the feminist political ecology, Phan Phuang Hao 
built a conceptual framework that looks at how attributions 
such as gender, class, and ethnicity affect how men and 
women have access to forest. As most environmental 
development project stems from a top-down approach, 
the researcher chose a village unique for its traditionally 
matrilineal society, where the ownership of land goes down 
from mother to daughter. Despite the matrilineal practice, 
the male still dominates the community. 

Mai Aye Aye Aung presented her abstract during the workshop. 
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Dr. Aurora de Dios suggested that distinction between 
matrilineal and matriarchal should be clear when doing 
this research. The researcher explained that in this case it 
is quite clear that the term matrilineal should be used. Dr. 
Mia Siscawati added that it is interesting to find out about 
gender in the access to and the control of the use of land 
as it also illustrates the relation between the control of land 
and the control of the body. Women can use the control 
of land as a bargaining power against the men. Another 
issue that can be examined is difference in the access 
between women who are the elite within the community 
versus the widows.

Another interesting aspect of the research is the gender 
equality analysis and action plan for global projects like 
REDD+. Investigating the reasons behind the demand of 
local women for equality will deepen the research as factors 
could be influenced by the existing matrilineal tradition, 
internal consciousness and the external push for equality. 
Other participants also suggested for a comparative 
analysis of the resistance if it were to be piloted in other 
villages. Doing so will be beneficial in determining whether 
gender equality is unique to the village. 

On methodology

In conducting this kind of research, Dr. Siscawati reminded 
that the researched should want to be part of the project 
rather than being a distant observer. She also pointed the 
importance of the use of language when interviewing as it 
may not be able to articulate an argument clearly. Interview 
fatigue should also be considered by the interviewer. At 
times, when interviewees have been asked several times 
on a particular subject, they refused to provide answers 
any longer. 

3. ETHNICITY, RELIGION, AND SEXUALITY

Dr. Rashidah Shuib
Research Coordinator (on behalf of Dr. Noraida Endut)

Dr. Kurniawati Hasturi Dewi
Beyond ‘Moral Capital’: Competing Ideas of Piety 

and Sexuality in Public Sphere Behind the Story of 
Indonesian Women’s Path to Politics

Dr. Preeya Kaewpimon
Life’s Experiences of Female Muslim Students Marrying 

to Legitimize Romantic Relationships in the Pattani 
Province, Thailand

Dr. Premalatha Karupiah
Negotiating Femininity in Everyday Life

Dr. Yeonbo Jeong
Resource Person 

Common research and individual questions

• What are existing socio-cultural and religious 
norms affecting women’s lives in different settings 
in ASEAN?

• How have women negotiated with the existing 
formal and informal structures in order to obtain 
the desired outcome for their well-being? Why 
have women chosen to negotiate rather than resist 
the structures that restrict them?

• What are the effects of these negotiations? 
Have they been successful and how have the 
negotiations improved (or negatively impacted) 
their lives?

• If the negotiations have not achieved the desired 
outcome, why?

Common strains of the proposals     
     
Since all collaborators focused on certain issues in 
different directions, it might be difficult to address the 
connection and common ground among them. Thus, Dato’ 
Dr. Rashida Shuib identified common strains of the three 
proposals in order to conceptualize and frame the group 
research:

Research Team 3 exchanged their views and insights during the workshop. 
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• Lived realities in negotiating spaces both for public 
and private spaces

• Concept of “bargaining,” including patriarchal 
framework and structures

• Creation of new standards and resistance by 
women

• Recognition of ethnicity and religion that influence 
norms and values

• Sexuality of women 

Finding a common ground      
 
Dato’ Dr. Rashida Shuib guided the collaborators to apply 
the concept of sexuality as a baseline for their research 
without losing focus on ethnicity and religion. The four 
components of sexuality are:

• Sensuality (such as wearing of hijab) 
• Intimacy and relationship 
• Gender and sexual identity or orientation 
• Sexual health. 

On transnationality and historical context

Dr. Yeonbo Jeong commented that since all the 
collaborators are focusing on Muslim subject but the 
meaning of being a Muslim in each country is varied, 
clarification of the commonality and difference among 
collaborators is required. Menawhile, Dr. Kurniawati Hastuti Dewi 
raised that reviewing the Islamization wave in Malaysia and its effect 
to its neighboring countries during ‘70s and ‘80s will be beneficial 
in identifying the possible impact on the current perception and 
practice on sexuality context. 

On intersectionality and methodology

Each collaborator will connect various aspects with their research 
analysis to pinpoint possible root cause, pattern, and factor that 
shape certain values in society on sexuality context: marriage, social 
class, family background, education. 

Furthermore, three collaborators will apply qualitative format for the 

researches by executing in-depth interviews, focus group discussion, 
and discourse analysis to solidify their data. Despite the differences 
in topics, they will connect their research by using the following core 
questions:

• What are existing socio-cultural and religious norms 
affecting women’s lives in different settings in ASEAN?

How have women negotiated with existing formal and informal 
structures in order to obtain the desired outcome for their well-
being? Why have women chosen to negotiate rather than resist 
the structures that restrict them?

4. GENDER, MIGRATION, & CULTURE

Dr.Julia Jiwon Shin 
Research Coordinator

Dr. Elisabeth Dewi
Gender Differential Patterns and Use of Remittances 

among Indonesian Female Domestic Workers: 
Empowerment, Entrepreneurship, and Poverty Reduction

Ms. Melanie M. Reyes
Regulatory Governance in Marriage Migration: 

What Love got to do with it?

Ms. Davy Top
Women’s Migration Issues in Cambodia

Kristi Poerwandari
Research Consultant

Gender Differential Patterns and Use of Remittances 
among Indonesian Female Domestic Workers: 
Empowerment, Entrepreneurship, and Poverty Reduction
Dr. Elisabeth Dewi

Her research aims to see how female workers use the 
money that they send back to the origin country. It focuses 
on the issue of empowerment of female workers via their 
remittances, questioning the reasons why remittances 
impact so differently in different communities. Utilizing 

Dr. Kristi Poerwandari listens as Team 4 brainstorm on their researches. 
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focus group discussion in Java, Indonesia, it asks the main 
question whether women have become more empowered 
because of the income earned followed by the following 
(1) how have patterns and use of remittances changed 
the migrant women’s perceptions of their own femininity, 
(2) whose wishes are followed and futures are considered 
when the remittances are used and invested, and (3) 
who decides how to use remittances. The esearch will 
conduct in central Java by focus group discussion, no 
ethnographical study.
Issue of concern

Some research information will be collected from her 
former research, which was conducted with a research 

partner, so putting her former colleague as the second 
author of the current research is her concern. 

Regulatory Governance in Marriage Migration: 
What Love Got to Do with It?
Melanie M. Reyes

The research examines empowerment issues after 
marriage and the power relations of Filipino women married 
to foreigners. It concentrates on the emotion of Philippine 
migrants rather than the perspective of government or civil 
society, searching for the answer on how they manage or 
deal with issues, such as getting marriage license, and 
how it impacts their feelings. It asks the main question, 
how did they change their power relations within the 
transnational marriage and how have the identities of the 
women changed. Her interviews with her subjects will be 
conducted via Skype. It will also data from government’s 
point of view.

Comments

• Focus only on Asian countries since the systems 
are not much different to compare

• Concrete policy recommendations; however, the 
researcher argued that the research will look into 
the procedure rather than the policy itself

Women’s Migration Issues in Cambodia 
Davy Top

The research looks into Cambodian migrant workers 
who migrate to other countries through legal and illegal 
agencies. The illegal migrants are faced with various 
problems, and the Cambodian government’s policies 
are not strong enough to protect (illegal) female migrant 
workers from problems such as sexual exploitation. Using 
both qualitative and quantitative methods, the research 
include interviews with officers from the Cambodian Ministry 
of Women Affairs and other related ministries, as well as 
international NGOs. The main research questions are as 
follows: (1) what are the challenges faced by Cambodian 
women migrant workers related to the agencies issue, (2) 
what are the existing regulations, laws and international 
agreements governing Cambodian women in international 
labor migration, and (3) what should Cambodia do in the 
near future to ensure the safe migration and bring about 
the development from international labor migration.

Comments

There are two types of migrants: legal and illegal. Legal 
migrants migrate through legal agencies and pass through 
all the procedures, while the illegal migrants don’t pass 
through that process. Some migrants become illegal 
unintentionally by using illegal agencies which they don’t 
know that it is illegal, and some are intentionally illegal 
migrants who employ illegal ways such as using fake 
documents. So it will be complex to state which groups 
are illegal agencies in this case. As such, it is important 
to clarify the terms legal and illegal migrants as the latter 
concept will impact to criminalize migrants. Hence, it is 
better to use the word “undocumented” since the “illegal” 
status is unintentional. 

It was also suggested to the researcher to consider how to 
figure out narratives of agencies who can provide opposite 
side of answers. Interviewing migrant workers who have 
worked overseas is highly recommended.  

5. FEMININITY, POP-CULTURE, AND 
THE BEAUTY INDUSTRY

Dr. Chalidaporn Songsamphan 
Research Coordinator

Aquarini Priyatna
Portraying Femininity in the Auto/Biographical Practices 

of Indonesian Ageing Female Celebrities 

Norainie Ahmad
How modest is Modest Fashion? 

A Study of Muslim Women Identities Within the 
Context of Pious Materialism in Southeast Asia and 

Korea 

Hyun-Gyung Kim
‘E-Dae Ap’: The Trans-Asian Politics of K-Beauty Tourism

Dr. Suwanna Satha-Anand
Research Consultant

Hyun Uk Lee elaborated her ideas on research 
theme. 
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Dr. Kyong-Mi Danyel  Kwon
Resource Person

The research focuses on two aging female celebrities: 
Marina, a 78-year-old, and another 60-year-old. Both are 
representations of autobiography about self-image and 
expresses femininity in celebrity culture about body and 
beauty that shows the beautiful image of being young. 
Moreover, the research shows how celebrities transform 
and extend their forms of femininity.

Some crucial questions raised in the panel include: 1) 
can the two study subjects in the research represent the 
female celebrity culture? 2) Why are these cases being 
talked about? 3) What do they represent and how are they 
significant?

How modest is Modest Fashion? 
A Study of Muslim Women Identities Within the 
Context of Pious Materialism in Southeast Asia and 
Korea 
Norainie Ahmad

The research discusses how Muslim females show 
themselves in an online space that presents body image 
and simplification of femininity. The main question asked 
is, how do they confront materialism or capitalism and the 
Islamic society in modest fashion?

Comments 

Focusing on public image and how they define and 
represent femininity from online space, interviews may 
not be necessary. Content analysis such as caption and 
comments online can be sources of information. 

‘E-Dae Ap’: The Trans-Asian Politics of K-Beauty Tourism
Hyun-Gyung Kim

This research focuses on K-beauty tourism and the 
perception of Asian tourists from Hong Kong, China, 
Taiwan, and Indonesia on Korean beauty shops around 

the area of Ewha Womans Unversity. 

Comments

This research encompasses three basic keywords: 
location, femininity, and Korean beauty. It is significant 
to know what kind of beauty image tourists hope to see. 
In addition, the research is an intersection of all middle 
trans-Asian women. It should expand the scope to East, 
South, and Southeast Asian women. East Asian beauty is 
beyond gender and economy. Moreover, Korean beauty 
also includes men; therefore, femininity is not only limited 
to women, but also to men. 

6. GENDER, SEX EDUCATION AND 
CULTURE

Dr. Aileen Park
Research Coordinator 

Desintha D. Asriani
The Cycle of Violence in the Phenomena of Unwanted 

Pregnancy among Adolescents in Indonesia

Mercy Karuniah Jesuvadian
Girls Constructing Femininity: 

What Preschoolers Think and Say

Joohee Kim
Korea’s Sex Education in High School

Dr. Eun-Shil Kim
Resource Consultant

Nayoun Kim
Resource Person

Research Team 5 during the development workshop. 
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The Cycle of Violence in the Phenomena of Unwanted 
Pregnancy
Desintha D. Asriani

The paper argues that “unwanted pregnancy” and 
“premature marriage” are reflections of cyclical violence 
in Indonesia. Adolescent girls are unwilling yet cannot 
refuse sex desired by their male partners. Without sex 
education, it results in unwanted pregnancy resulting from 
dating culture and becomes a first step of violence, which 
is manifested in the exclusion from national education and 
social acceptance. The research consists of two primary 
questions: a) how do adolescent girls experience a series 
of violence before and after unwanted pregnancy and b) 
how do adolescent girls deal with a cycle of violence?     

Comments

Dr. Kim Eun-shil remarked that it is necessary to define 
“violence” and change the term “unwanted” to “unplanned” 
because such term subtly reflects the dilemma between 
going to school instead of taking care of new children 
despite the fact that women can do both. In addition, the 
research should also be able to explain why the events are 
“cyclical.” 

Girls Constructing Femininity: What Preschoolers Think 
and Say 
Mercy Karuniah Jesuvadian

The research studies operationalization of femininity 
construction among young females in Singapore. It focuses 
on how young female understand femininity, its context, and 
its origin. To study the topic, the research methods include: 
a) auto driven photo elicitation, b) observation of play 
behavior and toy choices, and c) semi-structured interview.    

Comments

Dr. Kim Eun-Shil commented that the research has yet 
to rationalize the scope of the study as they aim to focus 
on young females from 5 to 6 years old. In fact, studying 
young females at such a young age will face jeopardy of 
misunderstanding as their mental processes have yet 
to develop. The study should be contextualized among 
locational, economic, ethnic and racial positions. These 
factors matter and may result in diverse notions of femininity. 
 
In addition, Dr. Aileen Park also raised the question on how 
the research can conduct a semi-structured interview and 
participatory observations. And as the research aims to 
study the “construction” in children, how does it ensure that 
the data collection and interpretation is adequate? Ethics of 
research concerning consent of parents and other aspects 
of specific methodology designed for studying children 
should also be considered. Lastly, to simplify the research 
process, the scope of the study should be focused on range 
other than 5 to 6 years old children.  

Korea’s Sex Education in High School 
Joohee Kim

The topic has changed to “What’s Wrong with Gender 
Sensitive Sex Education in Korea?” The research 
attempts to find practical solution to sex education 
in Korea as it still presupposes biological differences 
between men and women when discussing gender, which 
is a social construct. Despite the sources of sex education 
from an international manual, the process of import and 
translation distorts the meaning of the terminology. 
Comments

Dr. Kim Eun-shil commented that gender sensitivity is 
very much based on class because some of the lessons 
only apply to a specific economic class. For example, 
women’s privacy is a luxury only the middle class could 
pay. The residents of lower class can’t have rooms for 
everyone’s privacy as the space and cost of construction 
is highly limited. 

Dr. Aileen Park also commented that the term “sex 
education” should be defined first. Without clarifying the 
latter, the former could not be crystalized.

Mercy Karuniah Jesuvadian presented her abstract. 
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TEAM 1: 
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

The team agreed to write the level of disempowerment 
of women in each country, include ethical research in the 
framework, cover the definitions of violence, including 
physical, sexual, mental, and economic, and analyze 
relevant laws, including criminal and customary laws. The 
research methodology for the team will mainly employ 
qualitative, quantitative, and data collection. The team 
will also review existing treaties and agreements relevant 
to the study. For its outcome, the researches aim to: 1) 
influence policymaking in Myanmar, 2) implement the law 
in line with international standards in South Korea in terms 
of combating violence against women, and 3) improve 
literacy rate and share knowledge about domestic violence 
in Lao PDR. 

TEAM 2: 
PEACE, ENVIRONMENT & SECURITY 

The connecting themes for theme 2 are gender dynamics 
and the struggles for peace building, women’s agency, 
women’s voices, and women’s strategies in navigating 
their positions within multi-layered power relations. It will 
employ women’s narratives and herstories, adopt reflexivity 
by recognizing standpoints of both the researcher and 
the research subjects, apply intersectionality approach in 

analyzing the data, and provide more space of voices of 
women of different social background in the manuscript. 

TEAM 3: 
ETHNICITY, RELIGION & SEXUALITY  

The third team identified the following common strands 
for the three researches: 1) lived realities of women in 
negotiating spaces, including public decision-making 
positions, private lives, and spaces in between; 2) 
bargaining with certain standards, mostly patriarchal, to 
achieve the need for spaces and negotiate new norms 
and new standards; 3) ethnic and religious influence on 
norms and values; and 4) permeation of sexuality. They 
also reiterated these research questions their coordinator 
presented on Day 2.

TEAM 4: 
GENDER, MIGRATION AND CULTURE

As presented on Day 2, the thematic issue for this group 
is “Gendered Migration Regime in Asia.” Dr. Shin also 
highlighted “private to public patriarchy” which extends the 
system of patriarchy to the global level through gendered 
labor migration and increasing cross-border marriages in 
the Asian region. Women migrant workers play a crucial 
role in the public sphere in both the countries of destination 
and origin by means of paid employment and sending 
remittances. At the same time, given the characteristics of 

RESEARCH TEAM PRESENTATION & 
PLENARY DISCUSSION
6 June 2016, 09:00 – 11:00 | Mandarin Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand

Research Coordinators prior to the start of their respective research team presentations.  
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their jobs such as domestic and 
caring work, the majority of these 
workers are often confined to the 
‘private’ sphere and become a 
largely invisible, hidden force in 
economy and society.

TEAM 5: 
FEMININITY, POP 

CULTURE AND THE 
BEAUTY INDUSTRY 

On beauty and femininity, the 
group agreed to dwell on issues 
involving femininity and bodily 
display; control, negotiation, 
and resistance; definition of ideal body and beauty 
according to pop culture; and the commodification of 
beauty according to beauty industry and investment in 
their bodies as resources and asset. Globalization and 
interconnectedness has also promoted the concept of 
beauty and utilized it as “soft power.”

TEAM 6:  
GENDER, SEX EDUCATION AND CULTURE

According to the team, the problem with gender or sex 
education has been the myopic view on the concept. 
Among the issues they identified include biology or 
reproduction, premarital sex and use of natural birth 
control, contraception, morality and norms, and gender 

stereotypes. They also linked discussions on 
teenage pregnancy according to the following: 
infusion in biology in Indonesia, inclusion in the 
school curricula in Singapore, and compulsory 
sex education course for 15 hours in Korea. 
Lastly, the research team aimed to make 
significant changes in the analysis and school 
curriculum review, time and access, as well as 
ethical consideration.

Research Coordinators  take down notes during the research presentation.

Joohee Kim raised some questions during the research team presentation. 

Private to public patriarch extends the system of 
patriarchy to the global level through gendered 
labor migration and increasing cross-border 
marriages in the Asian region. 
     -- Dr. Eun-Shil KIm
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Service Workers in Group Foundation (SWING), 
established in 2004, aims at ensuring the health and 
rights of service workers. Although it has been financially 
supported by numerous sources, the most important 
condition of funding is that funds are not to be directed 
at those service workers. Therefore, the foundation has 
to focus on health issue in general. Eventually, however, 
it has gradually included policy on service workers in its 
working process. 

The foundation targets male service workers and trans-
people. According to the SWING’s current director, there 
are a number of foundations supporting female service 
workers but only a few for males. In 
response to the lack of such related 
working groups, the SWING was then 
found. Currently, the foundation has 
two offices, one in Bangkok and one 
in Pattaya. The office in Bangkok aims 
at providing assistance to particularly 
male service workers and trans-
people, while the other is expanding its 
role to include female service workers. 

The main goals of the SWING are: 1) 
improve service workers’ well-being 
and 2) provide basic aid ranging from 
health, education, career, as well as 
laws to personal issues regardless 
of race, gender, and religion. Having 
been aware of HIV risk among service 
workers, the foundation implements a 

comprehensive approach to infection prevention which 
mainly includes condom distribution and instructions, 
free clinics offering quick HIV test and HIV treatment 
to all service workers. Besides, the foundation 
occasionally goes on mission trips to directly provide 
those who do not know how to or cannot visit the 
offices with health care services. 

More importantly, the SWING has further expanded its 
role to assist those who desire to take a new career 
path by offering, for example, non-formal education, 
language learning program, consultation corners and 
even enrollment management services for those seek 
to apply for vocational schools. 

Apart from working for service workers, the SWING has put 
efforts to collaborate with owners of entertainment venues 
in Bangkok and Pattaya by holding annual meetings to 
build mutual understanding between the foundation and 
the owners in order to prevent human rights violations 
among service workers. 

During the last session of the seminar, the floor was open 
for discussion. Afterwards, all participants were taken on 
a tour to visit various accommodations built for service 
workers, including a clinic operated by the foundation.

STUDY TOUR
6 June 2016, 14:00 – 17:00 | Service Workers in Group Foundation (SWING), Bangkok, Thailand
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INTRODUCTION TO PART II

Organized by the Asian Center for Women’s Studies (ACWS) of Ewha Womans University and the Institute for 
Gender and Development, Thang Long University in cooperation with the Office of Gender Concerns, University 
of the Philippines Open University, Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), ASEAN University Network, 
and ASEAN-ROK Cooperation Fund, Part II of KACP Phase 3 was held on December 1-3, 2016 at the 4th AAWS 
Congress in Hanoi, Vietnam. Part II was focused on two major aspects: (1) collaborative research presentations 
and (2) publication discussion of the research results with the following objectives:

• to offer a platform for young scholars to engage in presenting research results and participating in academic 
discussions and debates on the six themes covered in the KACP collaborative research framework;

• to boost the confidence of young scholars to develop further their individual research interests and complete 
their research assignments through the spirit of collaboration; and

• to immerse the KACP participants into the lives and experiences of local women and children through the 
study tour to SOS Children’s Village, Vietnam.

Taking off from the theoretical inputs and guidance of senior scholars in Part I, Part II is the culmination of the 
collaborative researches of 18 scholars, who spent six months developing the researches. Part II was participated 
in by scholars from Korea and ASEAN countries (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, and the Philippines), invited scholars from Bangladesh, Nepal, Vietnam and Korea, 
and senior scholars from India, Philippines, and Korea. 

As can be seen in the program (see Appendix D-2), Day 0 of the workshop consisted of KACP orientation and pre-
meeting workshop as well as welcoming dinner for guests and participants.

Day 1 held the opening ceremonies, congress keynote speech, plenary talk, and congress parallel presentations 
of the six themes by the coordinators. It also included a special talk on the history and development of ASEAN and 
Korea by a representative from the ASEAN-ROK Cooperation Fund. 

Day 2 was the keynote talk on gender justice in major religions in Southeast Asia by a senior scholar from 
Chulalongkorn University in Thailand. This was followed by the presentations of the six teams led by the 
coordinators. In the afternoon, parallel presentations were held. Subsequent to this was the AAWS council meeting 
and elections. 

Day 3 consisted of the congress keynote talk by the AAWS president and a special session dedicated to her 
contribution to Asian Women’s Studies. The 3rd KAWSLN meeting follow. After the closing ceremony in the 
afternoon, participants were taken to a study tour at the SOS Children’s Villages Vietnam.

The following pages present the summary of the key events during the 4th AAWS Congress and the KACP events 
in Hanoi, Vietnam. It also highlights the summaries of research results of the six collaborative research teams.  



23

KACP COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH PRESENTATION

To investigate and draw from the findings an epistemological frame on the social, cultural, 
political, religious, environmental, and economic issues, occurrences, and conditions that 
are integral to achieving “Gender Justice and Democracy in Asia,” AAWS called for young 
women professionals and expert professors to collaboratively engage in a research endeavor 
on six different themes: (1) violence against women; (2) peace, environment, and security; (3) 
ethnicity, religion, and sexuality; (4) gender, migration, and culture; (5) femininity, pop-culture, 
and the beauty industry; and (6) gender, sex/sexuality education and culture. 

After the research development workshop in Bangkok, Thailand on June 4-6, 2016, 24 
members of the six collaborative research teams conducted their fieldwork, developed and 
completed their research papers until November 2016. The same research teams were invited 
to present the research results at the 4th Congress of AAWS in Hanoi, Vietnam on December 
1-3, 2016 at which event only 20 research coordinators and collaborators were able to attend.

The following pages present the highlights of the 4th Congress of AAWS during which major 
KACP events were held, such as the following: 

1. Congress Keynote Speech
2. Congress Plenary Talk
3. Congress Keynote Talk
4. KACP Special Talk
5. KACP Keynote Talk
6. KACP Plenary Talk
7. KACP Collaborative Research Workshop
8. AAWS Special Session
9. AAWS General Assembly
10. 3rd Korea-ASEAN Women’s Studies and Leadership Network [KAWSLN] Meeting 
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Highlights: 
• Gender mainstreaming in global citizenship in the 

context of women integration was brought about 
during the globalization.

• Developing societies like Vetnam has yet to 
implement concrete procedures on gender equality. 

Dr. Ton Nu Thi Ninh
Former Ambassador to the European Union and 

Member of the National Assembly of Vietnam

Dr. Le Thi Guy
Moderator

Moderatad by Dr. Le Thi Quy, Director of the Institute 
for Gender and Development and Head of Department 
on Social Work, Thang Long University, Hanoi 
Vietnam and Prof. Carolyn Sobritchea, Professorial 
Lecturer, University of the Philippines, Dr. Ton Nu 
Thi Ninh, former Ambassador to the European Union 
and Member of the National Assembly of Vietnam 
highlighted four main issues during her presentation: 
1) gender mainstreaming in global citizenship in the 
context of the integration of women at all levels from 
family to society, 2) gender framework in Asia, 3) labor 
migrants and the situation of Vietnamese brides in 
Taiwan and Korea, and 4) population ageing. 

CONGRESS KEYNOTE SPEECH
1 December 2016, 10:30 – 11:30 | Thang Long University, Hanoi, Vietnam

Gender mainstreaming in global citizenship in the 
context of women integration at all levels from 
family to society was brought about during the 
globalization with both advantages and challenges. 
For instance, this is evident among Muslim women 
fighting for the right to have their own cards. In terms 
of gender framework and labor migrants, she posed 
the question, “Can we scale down the consideration 
of women as an item in a developed society?” 
The former ambassador referred to the 120,000 
Vietnamese brides in Taiwan and 150,000 in Korea, 
who married foreigners not for love but for the hope 
of having well-off lives despite the risks of abuse. 
And similar to many Asian countries, Vietnam has 
been preparing to step out of the golden population 
structure and come into ageing period with many 
challenges.

In addition to the four main issues, former 
Ambassador Ton Nu Thi Ninh also talked briefly 
about the establishment history of gender equality 
advocacy. However, she noted that although Vietnam 
has set up early ideas of gender quality, it has been 
lagging behind due to its ambiguous procedure and 
lack of new and interesting programs. 

Participants and senior scholars after the Keynote Speech. 
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CONGRESS PLENARY TALK 
“ENGENDERING CITIZENSHIP IN ASIA”

1 December 2016, 11:30 – 12:00 | Thang Long University, Hanoi, Vietnam

Key points:

• Nationalism has effects on the implementation of 
human rights and women’s rights.

• Activities should be designed to interfere, interact, 
and exchange experiences among countries to 
promote women’s civil rights in health services 
and reproductive health.

Dr. Sylvia Estrada-Claudio
Resource Speaker 

Dr. Carolyn Sobritchea
Moderator

Led by Dr. Sylvia Estrada-Claudio and moderated by Dr. 
Carolyn Sobritchea, the Plenary Talk dealt on the issue of 
gender and civil rights. Dr. Claudio gave an introduction 
about the Philippines and Vietnam, its geographic 
location, territorial proximity, and history. After which, she 
proceeded on highlighting how opinions and definitions 
of nations influence perspectives on nationalism. Taking 

the case of a Filipino-Japanese as an example, 
who confidently asserts to be a Japanese, Dr. 
Claudio expounded on the sharp contrast with 
former perspectives on nation and nationalism. In 
addition, as each person is different, she reminded 
the significance of protecting and fighting for the 
rights of every individual. In particular, women 
need not obey the roles assigned to them, including 
patriarchy. It is, therefore, crucial that when 
organizing activities, there should be interference, 
interaction, and exchange of experiences among 
countries in order to reach the core objective of 
attaining global women’s civil rights in health 
services and reproductive health. 

Lastly, the aspect of nationalism features patriotism 
through the government’s support for civil rights, 
freedom, suffrage, and rights to approach health 
services for everyone, especially reproductive 
health care for women.

Dr. Aurora de Dios and Dr. Carolyn Sobritchea during the Plenary Talk. 
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Key points:

• History of war scars between Korea and Vietnam
• Human Rights of Vietnamese migrant brides in Korea
• How to build Women’s Studies community in Asia for 

better society
• 

Topic: Asian Journal of Women’s Studies

Prof. Chang Pilwha
Congress Keynote Speaker

In her talk, Prof. Chang Pilwha pointed out three main 
issues:

• Wounds left by Korean veterans in Vietnam 
• Vietnamese migrant brides in Korea 
• Expectation for women’s future
• 
On behalf of the Korean people, Prof. Chang apologized 
and expressed her remorse for the actions of Korean 
veterans to Vietnamese people during the Vietnam 
resistance war against the United States, especially the 
sexual abuse and assault on Vietnamese women during 
war that left long-term psychological scars. She mentioned 

the parallelism between Korea/Vietnam and Japan/Korea, 
when Japanese soldiers sexually abused and assaulted 
Korean women during the Japanese colonial invasion. 

In addition, Dr. Chang talked about the case of many 
Vietnamese women got married with Korean men and 
cross the border. Among the possible challenges to 
intercultural marriages are differences in culture and 
lifestyle. Her critics that the government is too focused 
on “cultural assimilation”. She explained the government 
should emphasize legal protections for migrant women, 
preventing domestic violence and raising the awareness 
of the human rights of immigrants. There are high number 
of sexual abuse involving foreign women especially 
vietnamese migrant women are particularly at risk to 
domestic violence. Dr. Chang emphasized it is important 
to build Women’s Studies community in Asia to find an 
alternative and solution to prevent the violence against 
women. So it is critical to broaden international academic 
project, which provides education and exchange 
opportunities for professors, professionals, and young 
scholars in Women’s Studies. Then how to create a 
community of like-minded individuals advocating for 
gender equality and democracy in Asia?

Dr. Chang answered 5 points; 
teamwork and leadership, 
academic and civil society, women’s 
studies, experienced researchers, 
and proposals. Among these five, 
she highlighted teamwork and 
leadership, “We want to change 
the world, [but] we have to change 
ourselves first. We need to renew 
ourselves and cooperative activities 
to make social changes.” In addition, 
she encouraged to pave the way 
for women, especially young 
scholars, to seek opportunities, to 
make important decisions, and to 
become leaders of communities, 
nations, and the globe.

CONGRESS KEYNOTE TALK
“WOMEN’S STUDIES JOURNEY IN ASIA”

3 December 2016, 09:00 – 09:30 | Thang Long University, Hanoi, Vietnam

Prof. Chang Pilwha is presented a certificate after her Keynote Talk. 
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KACP SPECIAL TALK
“ASEAN-ROK COOPERATION FUND: 

HISTORY & DEVELOPMENT”
1 December 2016, 13:00 – 15:00 | Thang Long University, Hanoi, Vietnam

Min Joung Park
Consultant, ASEAN-ROK Cooperation Fund

ASEAN Secretariat

Key points:

• ASEAN countries and Korea continue to forge 
stronger ties in the economic, social, cultural, 
and educational fields.

• ASEAN and Korea aims at creating a mutual 
environment for ASEAN countries to enjoy 
quality education and strengthen cooperative 
relations towards mutual development and 
prosperity among ASEAN countries. 

According to the talk of Ms. Min Jung Park, the 
Consultant for the ASEAN-ROK Cooperation Fund 
(AKCF), Korea-ASEAN relations have achieved 
so much since the onset of its partnership in 1989. 
The elevation of Korea as a Full Dialogue Partner in 
1991 allowed for a more involved and firmer posture 
towards ASEAN. In particular, two Commemorative 
Summits were held in Korea in 2009 and 2014. It also 
launched the ASEAN-Korea Center in Seoul in 2009, 
held strategic partnership in 2010, and opened the 
Mission of Korea to ASEAN in 2012.  

In the aspect of economic partnership, Korea-ASEAN 
relations continue to make noticeable strides. In 2015, 
Korea’s trade volume to ASEAN increased by 15 
times, a huge leap compared to how it started in 1989. 
ASEAN is now the 2nd largest trading partner and 
foreign investment destination of Korea. In the same 
way, Korea has become ASEAN’s 6th largest trading 
partner and 6th largest foreign investor. ASEAN is also 
the 2nd largest market for Korean construction firms. 

People-to-people exchanges have also reached new 
heights. As of 2014, there were 287,000 ASEAN 
nationals living in Korea, around 9,279 of whom were 
students. Among the 10 member countries, Vietnam 
constitutes the largest number residing in Korea. 
ASEAN and Korea continue to strive in expanding 
the number of exchanges to learn more about each 
other’s societies and cultures. 

Against the backdrop of raising cultural awareness, 
the ASEAN-ROK Cooperation Fund was established 
in 1990. From an initial annual fund of one million 
dollars, it has now increased to USD 7 million. By 
the end of the year, the total scale of contribution will 
have reached USD 81 million. Thus far, AKCF has 
implemented 380 projects, majority of which were 
in line with the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community. 
In particular, the ASEAN Media People’s Exchange 
Visit and the ASEAN Future Leaders are two of the 
flagship programs of AKCF. Aimed at fostering future 
leaders and implemented by Daejeon University, the 
program invites five promising students from the 10 
ASEAN member countries. To this date, it has honed 
and created more than 300 potential leaders in the 
ASEAN region.  

In addition to people-to-people exchange, AKCF 
also puts emphasis on the importance of cultural 
exchange. To further this endeavor, AKCP supports 
ASEAN-ROK Film Incubators Program that invites 
talented movie directors from member countries to 
produce movies together with Korean filmmakers.
AKCF also underscores the importance of the 
environment. It has funded the restoration of degraded 
ecosystem and promoted the conservation of 
biodiversity in the ASEAN region for more than 15 years 

Ms. Min Joung Park during her talk. 
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through the ASEAN-Korea Environmental Cooperation 
Unit of Seoul National University.

To further sustain its mandate, AKCF decided to include 
international development in its new framework and 
among its priority areas, particularly the UN 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development. In addition, AKCF will 
be steadfast in its support to the ASEAN Socio-Cultural 
Community in order to make it a more participative, 
resilient, inclusive, and dynamic community. As ASCC is 
the focus community, Korea is determined to contribute 
to the ASCC Blueprint for 2025 and implement larger 
projects that will involve policy dialogues among relevant 
stakeholders. 

QUESTION AND ANSWER

1. Which countries can apply for AKCF? 
Is the fund only for Korea and ASEAN 
countries? 

Yes, it is. Since AKCF is a fund designed to 
support the cooperative work and exchanges 
between Korea and ASEAN countries, 
we recommend ‘the cooperative’ projects 
involving Korea and ASEAN Member States.
 
2. Are individuals also eligible to apply for 

AKCF? 

No, applications should be made by 
institutions or groups (including NGOs) 
not individuals. As mentioned earlier, 
proponents should include parties from 
Korea and ASEAN Member States. You may 

also apply in your own country through the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs or its equivalent.

3. Why do you consider the KACP project of AAWS as 
one of the best achievements for AKCF? 

First, notwithstanding its best efforts in documentation 
and reports, the KACP project for three phases has 
covered all 11 countries (i.e., Korea and 10 ASEAN 
Member States). Second, the KACP project is also 
inclusive of other regions as we can see here, too.  We 
have participants from India and other non-ASEAN 
countries in Asia. Third, the KACP also shows promise 
to lead the institutionalization of gender studies in order 
to reduce the development gap at the ASEAN level as 
indicated in the New Framework for the AKCF in the year 
2016-2020.

Participants, resource persons, and senior scholars at the workshop. 

Senior scholars and resource persons after the talk. 
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KACP KEYNOTE TALK
“GENDER JUSTICE IN MAJOR RELIGIONS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA”

2 December 2016, 09:00 – 10:30 | Thang Long University, Hanoi, Vietnam

Dr. Suwanna Satha-anand
Presenter

Department of Philosophy Faculty of Arts, 
Chulalongkorn University, Thailand

Dr. Kim Eun-Shil
Moderator

AAWS Vice-President & KACP Principal 
Investigator; Director, Asian Center for Women’s 

Studies/Korean Women’s Institute, Ewha 
Womans University, Korea

Inner contradictions of religions remain as one 
of the intriguing dilemmas in contemporary time. 
Traditions in Southeast Asia have developed 
gradual changes or even no change at all. One of 
the areas which has remained resistant to change 
among all religions is the constricted regulation 
and control over women’s gender and sexuality. 
But how does one talk about gender justice in the 
conservative force of religion?

Real life situations of violence against women 
are deeply embedded in discourses of culture. 
As Johan Galtung once 
remarked, physical 
violence is explained, 
maintained and justified 
by layers of cultural and 
structural violence. Culture, 
when largely influenced 
by religion, has great 
implications on gender 
justice in religion. Hence, 
three points relating to 
gender justice in religion 
are proposed: 1) gender 
equality, 2) legal, moral, 
and symbolic-artistic 
discourses in religion, and 
3) different strategies for 
gender justice.

The concept of gender 
equality is a prevalent issue 
then and now. It remains an 
incredibly difficult subject, 
particularly among religious 

conservatives. Female leadership continues to be 
questionable and unaccepted in most religions, 
with women relegated as inferior and the concept of 
political power essentially associated to males.

Given the enormous influence of religion and 
its impact on gender justice, three types of 
interconnected religious discourses exist. First, 
legal codes, such as the Islamic Sharia laws, the 
Vinayas for Buddhist monks, and Catechism in 
Catholicism, regulate religious life and create a 
distinctive religious community. 

Second, philosophical texts or the canon points to 
transcendence or a god that indicates a cosmology 
of the origin of the universe. Cosmic moral narratives 
serve as the basis and the explanation principle on 
how this world should be organized. It is also regarded 
as sacred and normative, and is thus inviolable. In 
effect, it justifies how power relationships between 
men and women are embedded in a larger, 
comprehensive story of universal origin and how it 
has become the proper order of things. 

Third, symbolic-artistic discourses provide an 

Dr. Eun-Shil Kim and Dr. Grace Alfonso present Dr. Suwanna Satha-anand 
a certificate after the talk. 
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inspiration for ritual performance, architectural 
designs, and artistic expressions. For instance, 
women are not allowed in certain areas in temples 
for fear of contamination. Female deities are also 
depicted as entourage for male gods. Beautiful 
female deities are often promised for good deeds 
of men in Theravada Buddhism. Despite these 
traditional discourses in religion, openness to 
women’s voices among religious people or groups 
has already started. The re-establishment of female 
monk order in Sri Lanka and the active intellectual 
life of Thai female monks and many Western female 
monks in Europe, Asia, Australia, have shown the 
growing acceptance and appreciation of the role of 
women in religion. 

However, there remains a lot to be done in eliminating 
the heavy influences of outdated religious culture 
to achieve gender justice in Southeast Asia.  To 
work towards 
a heightened 
understanding of 
gender justice in 
societies where 
religion or religion-
based culture still 
looms large, we 
need to address 
the following: 1) access to education among girls, 
2) authority of female voices on religion, 3) access to 
regulation of gender identity and agency, 4) access to 
books, media, and alternative resources that speak 
about women’s experiences, and 5) equal access to 
institution of religious power. 

In the midst of the development and modernization 
we have achieved, traditional mindset remains alive 
among men of religious power. Working more on the 
three areas of religious 
discourses mentioned 
above can help identify 
issues and provide 
guidance to change the 
situation for the better. 
After all, it is what religion 
is meant to deliver to this 
world. Somehow, that 
original vision has been 
lost and women need to 
help restore and restart 
that spark of change.

Feedback:

Dr. Kim Eun-Shil 
commented that it was a 
diverse, impressive, and 
amazing presentation. 
She found that Dr. Satha-
anand has reflected 
the views, opinions, 

and approaches through the document and specific 
cases for the participants to have a 
multidimensional view about the effect of 
religion in the implementation of gender 
justice. 

A similar view was shared by Viengdavong 
Luangsithideth who thought that it was 
a prerequisite for the scholars to aim 
programs on advocacy, regulation, 
and legislation, and ensure that it does 

not contrast to the teachings of religion. She also 
commended Dr. Satha-anand for presenting both the 
positive and negative customs and traditions of religion.

Dr. Min Sook Heo reiterated a relevant point applicable to 
the Korean context. Women are still considered “second 
persons” separated from household decision-making 
despite the existence of laws aimed at protecting them 
from domestic violence.  

Female leadership continues to 
be questionable and unaccepted 
in most religions, with women 
relegated as inferior and the 
concept of political power 
essentially associated to males.

To work towards a heightened 
understanding of gender justice in 
societies where religion or religion-
based culture still looms large, we need 
to address the following: 1) access to 
education among girls, 2) authority of 
female voices on religion, 3) access 
to regulation of gender identity and 
agency, 4) access to books, media, 
and alternative resources that speak 
about women’s experiences, and 5) 
equal access to institution of religious 
power. 

Participants listen interestingly to the Keynote Talk. 
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KACP PLENARY
“GENDER JUSTICE AND DEMOCRACY IN KOREA-ASEAN”

2 December 2016, 09:00 – 10:30 | Thang Long University, Hanoi, Vietnam

With Dr. Aurora de Dios acting as moderator, the six 
groups, through their coordinators, presented the results 
and accomplishments of their workshops.

THEME I: VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

As the representative and coordinator of the group, Dr. 
Odine de Guzman introduced the collaborative members 
and individual studies on the topic “Violence Against 
Women.” The group agreed on looking into the culture of 
their chosen country and localize the topic according to 
the general theme of the study. In the study conducted by 
Viengdavong Luangsithideth in Laos, it was revealed that 
education and health for women and girls have improved 
in recent decades. However, death from childbirth 
remains prevalent and dropout rate in schools among 
girls continue to be at an alarming rate, especially in rural 
areas. Furthermore, women do not hold decision-making 
power in their families and economic opportunities, 
although progressing, remain constrained. Hence, gender 
inequality still hinders development among women. Laos 
continues to grapple the challenges in meeting equal 
demand for women, raising awareness in communities, 
and promoting children’s rights through law enforcement 

and social organizations. 

The study of Su Yin Htun in Myanmar dealt with 
traditional factors in decision-making and participation 
of women in family and community. It indicated that 
the current problem in Myanmar involves the absence 
of specific laws to prevent violence against women or 
domestic violence. Therefore, the study recommends 
that the Government of Myanmar should urgently 
enact and provide solutions to eliminate violence 
against women and rehabilitate victims of domestic 
violence. 

Lastly, the research of Min Sook Heo in Korea 
explored the institutional impact and the intervention 
of the Korean government on the issue of domestic 
violence in the context of the emergence of women’s 
movement. In the process of determining the benefits 
and changing the outcome of the legislative process 
in Korea, the study emphasized the importance of 
vernacularization in women’s human rights framework 
to synchronize domestic violence with the issue of 
gender justice and social equality.

In overall theme, collaborative and 
supportive is highly appreciated and put 
to the priority because the participants 
are young people so the collaboration 
and support from Ms. Odine Maria M. 
de Guzman is necessary and actually 
effective. In addition, the group also 
gave the approach based on human 
rights, especially human right for 
women, recognized in law aspects 
and the current law enforcement, so 
violence against women recognized 
according to a multi-dimensional way 
on the same problem as old ideas.

Overall, the researchers approached 
their studies based on human right, 
specifically human rights for women, 
and recognized the significance of 
law enforcement in order for violence 
against women to be analyzed in a 
multidimensional way. Dr. Odine de Guzman was awarded a certificate by Dr. Eun-Shil KIm and 

Dr. Grace Alfonso.
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THEME II: PEACE, ENVIRONMENT, AND 
SECURITY

As the coordinator of the group, Dr. Mia Siscawati 
recognized the effort of each member in the collaborative 
process on “Peace, Environment and Security.” Due to 
differences in social backgrounds, women have their 
own views of conflict, war, and peace. The research of 
Eka Srimulyani in Indonesia intended to make a new 
and practical approach on women’s views on peace. 
Eka learned that the initiatives of women and their 
comprehensive role and position in the process of 
building peace and achieving human security was very 
important.
Correspondingly, Aye Aye Aung of Myanmar claimed 
that complex and multifaceted conflict in the process 
of peace building was not a linear process. Feminist 
leadership is essential to build peace, which becomes 
a transformational and sustainable 
process. The research aimed to find out 
what the roles of women are as peace 
builders in the community, regional, 
and national levels and ensure that 
their needs are addressed. 

The study confirmed the prominence 
of feminist leadership in power sharing 
and decision-making process. Feminist 
leadership is not only necessary in 
the participation of women in peace 
process, but also in the reconciliation 
of Myanmar. The division of power and 
attainment of democracy are complex 
goals in feminism that requires a 
country to pay close attention not just to 
gender, but other forms of oppression 
in life, values, and thinking. All these 
are reflected in ethnicity, race, class, 
and gender. Hence the question, “How 
do women become feminist leaders 

and reinforce the peace process and the appropriate 
method for this progress?”

The research of Pham Phuong Hao 
looked into the voice of women in 
a matrilineal community in relation 
to access to maintenance and 
environmental management of land in 
the Central Highlands of Vietnam. These 
women derived benefits from agricultural 
lands, including wet rice fields and coffee 
plantations. By exploring the stories of 
women in the agricultural environment, 
it depicted their daily struggles linked 
to gender, land control, and agricultural 
resources. The study highlighted the 
interaction between gender and social 
discrimination in the access, utility, 
and management of natural resource 
process.

Although the researches have 
multidimensional perspectives, the 
researchers selected methods that 
were applicable to specific cases in 
order to elicit and capture the personal 

stories and political views of women in different social 
strata in each country. Moreover, the study combined 
approaches related to gender, qualitative research, 
and data processing. In effect, it gave a touching story 
and a realistic vision about the enhanced participation 
and role of women in peace, environment, and security 
in three different countries.

THEME III: ETHNICITY, RELIGION, AND 
SEXUALITY

The research of Kurniawati Hastuti Dewi discovered 
the story of Muslim politician feminist leadership in 
Java, Indonesia. It emphasized the importance of piety 
and sexuality in analyzing the role of Muslim feminist 

Dr. Mia Siscawati was awarded a certificate by Dr. Eun-Shil KIm and 
Dr. Grace Alfonso.

Dr. Noraida Endut was awarded a certificate by Dr. Eun-Shil KIm and Dr. 
Grace Alfonso.
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THEME II: PEACE, ENVIRONMENT, AND 
SECURITY

As the coordinator of the group, Dr. Mia Siscawati 
recognized the effort of each member in the 
collaborative process on “Peace, Environment and 
Security.” Due to differences in social backgrounds, 
women have their own views of conflict, war, and 
peace. The research of Eka 
Srimulyani in Indonesia intended to 
make a new and practical approach 
on women’s views on peace. Eka 
learned that the initiatives of women 
and their comprehensive role and 
position in the process of building 
peace and achieving human security 
was very important.
Correspondingly, Aye Aye Aung of 
Myanmar claimed that complex and 
multifaceted conflict in the process 
of peace building was not a linear 
process. Feminist leadership is 
essential to build peace, which 
becomes a transformational and 
sustainable process. The research 
aimed to find out what the roles of 
women are as peace builders in the 
community, regional, and national 
levels and ensure that their needs 
are addressed. 

The study confirmed the prominence 
of feminist leadership in power 
sharing and decision-making process. Feminist 
leadership is not only necessary in the participation of 
women in peace process, but also in the reconciliation 
of Myanmar. The division of power and attainment 
of democracy are complex goals in feminism that 
requires a country to pay close attention not just to 

gender, but other forms of oppression 
in life, values, and thinking. All these 
are reflected in ethnicity, race, class, 
and gender. Hence the question, “How 
do women become feminist leaders 
and reinforce the peace process 
and the appropriate method for this 
progress?”

The research of Pham Phuong Hao 
looked into the voice of women in 
a matrilineal community in relation 
to access to maintenance and 
environmental management of land 
in the Central Highlands of Vietnam. 
These women derived benefits from 
agricultural lands, including wet 
rice fields and coffee plantations. 
By exploring the stories of women 
in the agricultural environment, it 
depicted their daily struggles linked to 
gender, land control, and agricultural 
resources. The study highlighted the 
interaction between gender and social 

discrimination in the access, utility, and management of 
natural resource process.

Although the researches have multidimensional 
perspectives, the researchers selected methods that 
were applicable to specific cases in order to elicit and 
capture the personal stories and political views of women 
in different social strata in each country. Moreover, 

the study combined approaches related to gender, 
qualitative research, and data processing. In effect, it 
gave a touching story and a realistic vision about the 
enhanced participation and role of women in peace, 
environment, and security in three different countries.

Dr. Chalidaporn Songsamphan was awarded a certificate by Dr. Eun-
Shil KIm and Dr. Grace Alfonso

Dr. Eun-Shil KIm and Dr. Grace Alfonso awarded Dr. Julia Jiwon Shin a 
recognition certificate. 
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THEME III: ETHNICITY, RELIGION, AND 
SEXUALITY

The research of Kurniawati Hastuti Dewi discovered 
the story of Muslim politician feminist leadership in 
Java, Indonesia. It emphasized the importance of piety 
and sexuality in analyzing the role of Muslim feminist 
leaders in politics, the threat of globalization, and the 
involvement of Muslims in the process.

Similarly, the study of Preeya Keawpimon in Thailand 
highlighted strong religious influence as the main 
factor behind the early marriages of female Muslim 
university students. It also revealed the difficulties they 
are confronted with, including individual, familial, and 
social pressures. The objective 
of the research was to describe 
the experience of female Muslim 
students to legitimize relationships in 
the southern provinces of Thailand. 
It also underscores the need for 
social welfare and comprehensive 
support for these female students in 
order for them to be able to balance 
learning and married life.
Meanwhile, Premalatha Karupiah 
focused more on the meaning of 
femininity and how it varies across 
societies. Her study aimed to offer 
a multidimensional perspective on 
femininity in various communities 
in Malaysia and understand the 
meaning of femininity in daily life. 
The data was collected using in-
depth interview with twelve Muslim 
women in Malaysia. During the 
study, most of the participants 
have an essentialist vision of 
femininity and identified freedom 
and empowerment as an important part of the concept. 
The experiences of women emphasized that femininity 
can be articulated as a form of delegated or released 
femininity.

THEME IV: GENDER, MIGRATION, AND 
CULTURE

Unlike the previous teams, the group on “Gender, 
Migration and Culture” summed up their studies into 
a complete research paper. In the first chapter, the 
research of Elisabeth Dewi in Indonesia focused on the 
goal of economic empowerment for women and clarified 
important issues. Moreover, the study promoted a 
different understanding about barriers by gender. The 
concepts of gender, as well as race, ethnicity, nationality, 
and class determined the possibility and decided 
the migration of humans. Simultaneously, women 

have become separated from economic benefits and 
prevented them from becoming empowered despite 
having access to opportunities. 

In the second chapter, the research of Melanie Reyes 
focused on two Filipino women married to Koreans. Her 
research centered on the importance of a regulatory 
framework affecting the creation of favorable conditions 
for marriage migration, factors that affect women in 
their decision to migrate, and problems and challenges 
in terms of visa regulation. The study also touched on 
the dynamics of gender roles in marriage and power 
relations.
In the third chapter, Davy Top focused on the current 
context of labor migration in Cambodia, including the 
number of international migrants and the deposit in the 

destination countries. It also examined the policy and 
legal framework on migrants, as well as the challenges 
that migrant workers face.

The case studies in Indonesia and the Philippines 
illustrated the way in which migrant women build their 
judgment against power relations and inequality by 
negotiating their role and position as individuals and as 
members of the community. 

THEME V: FEMININITY, POP CULTURE, 
AND THE BEAUTY INDUSTRY

In the study of Noraine Ahmad in Brunei, it pointed 
out the fact that there are many Muslim women 
who choose social network to post regularly fashion 
pictures of their outfits more comfortable than Syar’ie 
(according to Islamic law). The research discovered 
contextualization with mobility in the lives of Muslims, 
a typical way in today’s world where commodification, 

Dr. Aileen Park was awarded a certificate by Dr. Eun-Shil KIm and Dr. 
Grace Alfonso.
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Six research groups shared their work, learnings, and 
achievements during the collaborative research workshop: 
Theme 1: Violence Against Women; Theme 2: Peace, 
Environment and Security; Theme 3: Ethnicity, Religion 
and Sexuality; Theme 4: Gender, Migration and Culture; 
Theme 5: Femininity, Pop-Culture, and the Beauty 
Industry; Theme 6: Gender/Sex Education and Culture. 

THEME 1:  
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

Coordinator
Dr. Odine Maria M. de Guzman

Collaborators
Viengdavong Luangsithideth (Laos)

Su Yin Htun (Myanmar)
Min Sook Heo (Korea)

The group’s moderator, Dr. Odine de Guzman, started 
off with a brief introduction about the members and their 
individual topics. Raised by the whole group, she stressed 
on the question, “What can we do together?” The team 
tried to find an effective working style not just individually 
but as a group so they decided to work online. Despite 
differences in individual topics, they followed the agreed 
theme. 

Adopting the culture approach of each country to localize 
the topics in the mutual framework, the members decided to 
use qualitative researches, thereby leading to remarkable 
results. Viengdavong Luangsithideth’s research in Laos 
raised public awareness on violence against women and 
children. Her research fostered women’s improvement to 

uplift gender equality, enhanced awareness on gender 
education to break gender stereotypes, and strengthened 
roles and responsibilities of related organizations. 

Su Yin Htun’s research in Myanmar indicated the 
impacts of tradition to women’s decision-making in their 
households and community. The research also pointed 
out that Myanmar does not have a distinct law for 
combating violence against women or law for combating 
domestic violence. It also recommended the necessity for 
the government to come up with solutions to eradicate 
violence against women.

Meanwhile, Min Sook Heo’s research in Korea revealed 
the effects of government interference in domestic 
violence through legal alteration. By determining benefits 
and changes in the legislation process in Korea, the 
research emphasized on the importance and urgency of 
human rights’ vernacularization for women to match with 
domestic violence, gender, and social equality issues.

In this theme’s context, cooperative and supportive 
characteristics were highly appreciated and prioritized. 
The group also touched upon several methods based 
on human rights, especially women’s rights, from legal 
perspective and existing legislation in order to provide a 
multidimensional viewpoint.

Comments:

• Consider the advantages and strengths of 
collaborative research as young feminism scholars 
and feminist activists from Asian countries face 

similar obstacles, 
including traditions, 
customs, and country-
specific policies when 
doing research.
• Seek ways to 
balance and cooperate 
cultural traditions and 
feminism research 
activities of female 
scholars.

KACP COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH WORKSHOP
1 December 2016, 13:00 – 15:00 | Thang Long University, Hanoi, Vietnam

Scholars at the KACP Phase 3 Part II. 
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THEME II:  PEACE, ENVIRONMENT, AND 
SECURITY  

Coordinator
Mia Siscawati 

Collaborators
Eka Srimulyani (Indonesia)

Mai Aye Aye Aung Hao (Myanmar)
Phuong Phan (Vietnam)

Before proceeding with the individual presentations, Dr. 
Mia Siscawati recognized her collaborator’s efforts and 
contributions. Eka Srimulyani’s research 
in Indonesia is expected to deliver a 
new and practical approach on women’s 
viewpoints on peace initiatives, their roles 
in conflicts, and their importance in peace 
and community building.

Mai Aye Aye Aung’s study in Myanmar 
asserted the significant role of feminism 
leadership in power sharing and decision 
making in terms of building a peaceful 
country under the gender’s viewpoint. The 
author also expressed her own concern, 
particularly on equipping feminism leader 
in building a peaceful country and the 
suitable method in conducting such 
program. 

Lastly, Hao Phuong Phan’s research in 
Vietnam sought direction for women’s 
voice in the approach of land maintenance 
and management at Central Highland of 
Vietnam through women’s operation in 
a matriarchal community, where they 
receive “land benefits” such as rice 
paddies and coffee fields. The study 
focused on the synergy of gender and social discrimination 
during access, usage and management processes of 
natural resources.
Although the researches have multidimensional opinions, 
the authors explicitly chose case studies method in each 
specific region along with gender-related approach and 
quantitative method for this theme. After which, it was 
delivered in a practical and multidimensional outlook 
covering women’s roles and participation in a country’s 
peace, environment, and security efforts.

Subsequent to the presentation, some participants asked 
the following:

• What are the differences between men’s and 
women’s experience in conflicts?

• First of all, women experience the conflicts as 
victims. Besides suffering severe physical and 
mental pain like men, women are tied to customs, 
discrimination, and domestic violence. Secondly, 
a different viewpoint is that women fight for peace. 
They combat against the conflicts’ severity, evil 
customs, discrimination and become ambassadors 

supporting for negotiation process to stop the 
conflicts.

• How have women been taking part in peace 
negotiations? What have women done nowadays 
to receive recognition in the process of redefining 
peace, security, and human security?

• Women have been giving wider and deeper 
definitions of security. They have taken part in 
negotiations and changed the organizations’ 
viewpoint and opinions on current global issues 
with deeper perception on women. Additionally, 
they have also contributed to adjusting policies 
and new laws rationally.

Comments:

• Improve policies and guidelines for policy 
implementation.

• Review programs and encourage the expression 
of opinions on gender and development through 
the use of available data.

• Collect and process data which the group has 
successfully done by coming up with effective 
method and tools to address this constant 
challenge to researchers.

THEME III: ETHNICITY, RELIGION, AND 
SEXUALITY

Coordinator
Noraida Endut 

Collaborators
Kurniawati Hastuti Dewi (Indonesia)

Preeya Keawpimon (Thailand)
Premalatha Karupiah (Malaysia)

Research team presentations. 
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THEME II:  PEACE, ENVIRONMENT, AND 
SECURITY  

Coordinator
Mia Siscawati 

Collaborators
Eka Srimulyani (Indonesia)

Mai Aye Aye Aung Hao (Myanmar)
Phuong Phan (Vietnam)

Before proceeding with the individual presentations, Dr. 
Mia Siscawati recognized her collaborator’s efforts and 
contributions. Eka Srimulyani’s research in Indonesia 
is expected to deliver a new and practical approach on 
women’s viewpoints on peace initiatives, their roles in 
conflicts, and their importance in peace and community 
building.

Mai Aye Aye Aung’s study in Myanmar asserted the 
significant role of feminism leadership in power sharing 
and decision making in terms of building a peaceful 
country under the gender’s viewpoint. The author also 
expressed her own concern, particularly on equipping 
feminism leader in building a peaceful country and the 
suitable method in conducting such program. 

Lastly, Hao Phuong Phan’s research in Vietnam sought 
direction for women’s voice in the approach of land 
maintenance and management at Central Highland of 
Vietnam through women’s operation in a matriarchal 
community, where they receive “land benefits” such as 
rice paddies and coffee fields. The study focused on the 
synergy of gender and social discrimination during access, 
usage and management processes of natural resources.
Although the researches have multidimensional opinions, 
the authors explicitly chose case studies method in each 
specific region along with gender-related approach and 
quantitative method for this theme. After which, it was 
delivered in a practical and multidimensional outlook 
covering women’s roles and participation in a country’s 
peace, environment, and security efforts.

Subsequent to the presentation, some participants asked 
the following:

• What are the differences between men’s and 
women’s experience in conflicts?

• First of all, women experience the conflicts as 
victims. Besides suffering severe physical and 
mental pain like men, women are tied to customs, 
discrimination, and domestic violence. Secondly, 
a different viewpoint is that women fight for peace. 
They combat against the conflicts’ severity, evil 
customs, discrimination and become ambassadors 
supporting for negotiation process to stop the 
conflicts.

• How have women been taking part in peace 
negotiations? What have women done nowadays 
to receive recognition in the process of redefining 
peace, security, and human security?

• Women have been giving wider and deeper 

definitions of security. They have taken part in 
negotiations and changed the organizations’ 
viewpoint and opinions on current global issues 
with deeper perception on women. Additionally, 
they have also contributed to adjusting policies 
and new laws rationally.

Comments:

• Improve policies and guidelines for policy 
implementation.

• Review programs and encourage the expression 
of opinions on gender and development through 
the use of available data.

• Collect and process data which the group has 
successfully done by coming up with effective 
method and tools to address this constant 
challenge to researchers.

THEME III: ETHNICITY, RELIGION, AND 
SEXUALITY

Coordinator
Noraida Endut 

Collaborators
Kurniawati Hastuti Dewi (Indonesia)

Preeya Keawpimon (Thailand)
Premalatha Karupiah (Malaysia)

Dr. Noraida Endut expressed her recognition towards 
the relentless efforts of all members during the research. 
She briefly introduced each member, their work, their 
contributions, as well as their accomplishments. 

Kurniawati Hastuti Dewi’s study identified stories of female 
Muslim political leaders in Java, Indonesia. She examined 
the importance of piety and sexuality in analyzing the role 
of female Muslim leaders in politics to raise awareness 
on threats originating from globalization and the Muslim 
people’s participation. 

Meanwhile, Preeya Keawpimon’s research in Thailand 
showed the aspirations of female Muslim students to be 
understood and respected for their marriage decisions 
regardless of whether they are students or not. It explored 
the different backgrounds of these students, their partners, 
their families, and their responsibilities before and during 
marriage. The study also pointed out that social welfare 
for female student parents is needed in addition to 
comprehensive support, including emotional support, to 
balance their studies with married life. 

Premalatha Karupiah’s study aimed at giving a 
multidimensional perspective on feminity in various 
communities in Malaysia. Through this research, female 
participants claimed that their assessment and experiences 
will give them better perspective on femininity and assist in 
the empowerment and freedom of understanding the term 
“femininity.”

Despite having different views, the group still used relatively 
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corresponding approaches such as qualitative research, 
in-depth interviews, gender approach, and rights-based 
approach for women.

Comment:

• Change in approach in this field can bring ideas of 
gender socialization and social structure to young 
people in Malaysia. 

THEME IV:  GENDER, MIGRATION, AND 
CULTURE

Coordinator
Julia Jiwon Shin (Korea) 

Collaborator
Elisabeth Dewi (Indonesia)

Melanie M. Reyes (Philippines)
Davy Top (Cambodia)

The moderator of this research collaboration group, Dr. Julia 
Jiwon Shin, expressed her respect and acknowledgement 
to the efforts of the collaborators since the conference in 
Thailand. She introduced the team, their contributions, 
and the accomplishments of their research.
Unlike the previous groups, researches in this theme were 
conducted individually then summarized into different 
chapters for a complete research paper. Elisabeth Dewi’s 
research in Indonesia aimed at the empowerment of 
women in the economic sector. It fostered a more diverse 
understanding on the barriers caused by gender, which 
has hindered women from enjoying their economic 
benefits and empowerment, although they were given 
direct access to these opportunities. 

Melanie Reyes’s research focused on Filipino women 
married to Korean men. The goal was to analyze the 
impact of regulations on the facilitation of marriage 

migration, understand the factors affecting women in their 
migration decisions, evaluate issues and challenges in 
visa processes, and examine gender role and relations of 
power in marriage. 

On the other hand, Davy Top underscored the current 
context of labor migration in Cambodia, giving numbers 
of international migrants and the deposit amount to 
the destination countries and the policy and regulation 
framework that cover the rate of migrants. She also 
touched upon several challenges faced by labor migrants.

The researchers used case studies, data analysis, and 
qualitative method.
Comment:

• The only group that presented their work as a 
collaborative research group. –  Elisabeth Dewi 
(Indonesia) 

THEME V: FEMININITY, POP CULTURE, 
AND THE BEAUTY INDUSTRY

Coordinator
Chalidaporn Songsamphan (Thailand)

Collaborator
Noraine Ahmad (Brunei)

Aquarini Priyana (Indonesia)
Kim Hyun-Gyun (Korea)

Dr. Chalidaporn Songsamphan expressed her enthusiasm 
when she talked about her group’s theme, which she 
considered intriguing for women nowadays. Prior to the 
individual presentations, she introduced each member 
briefly and thanked them for their contributions while doing 
the research. 

Noraine Ahmad’s research in Brunei depicted a reality that 
there are now many Muslim women who chose 
social media to update their freer fashion style as 
compared to rules of Syar’ie. The research found 
out that the contextualization in the current lives 
of Muslim people, specifically the commodification 
and ostentatious materialism and new contribution 
to the concept of “being a Muslim” are far different 
from the orientalists’ viewpoints given the new 
definitions of attraction, signs of terrorism, and 
subjugation. 

Meanwhile, Aquarini Priyana’s research in 
Indonesia focused on the aging process and its 
effect on celebrities’ femininity. Both the biography 
and autobiography of the celebrities indicated the 
building of feminine attractiveness related to the 
characteristics of “third agers” on becoming more 
graceful, fashionable and flexible. 

Lastly, the research of Huyn-Guyn Kim and Joohee 
Kim in Korea asserted that communication is now 
the platform for sexuality education in Korea. 

A presentation on some of the comments and findings of one of 
the research teams. 
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However, Korean communication on this subject has yet to 
be renewed. Its educational context has become outdated 
as compared to a strongly advanced communication 
in Korea. The methods used in this research included 
qualitative research, data, and statistics analysis along 
with related approaches such as gender approach.

Comments:
• Share difficulties confronted during research to 

identify new challenges and determine new topics.
• Illustrate individual experience during 

conceptualization process of feminism and its 
implementation of women’s rights. 

THEME VI: GENDER/SEX EDUCATION AND 
CULTURE

Coordinator
Aileen C. Park (Korea) 

Collaborators
Desintha D. Asriani (Indonesia)

Mercy Karuniah Jesuvadian (Singapore)
Joohee Kim (Korea)

Dr. Aileen C. Park extended her acknowledgement and 
respect to the long-term efforts and hard work of her 
research team. Afterwards, she went on to introduce the 
accomplishments and results of their researches. The 
methods used in the studies included qualitative research, 
data and statistics analysis, and gender approach.
Emphasizing on the implementation of sexuality education 
in Indonesia, Desintha Dwi Asirini’s research pointed out 
several current issues in local communities that teachers 
and feminism activists still continue to struggle with. At 
present, local communities have yet to apply appropriate 
sexuality education on each locality. 

On the other hand, Mercy Karuniah Jesuvadian’s 
research looked into the approach to sexuality education 
and its teaching materials for children aged 11 to 12 at 
boarding schools in Singapore. The study put forward 
recommendations on less prescriptive, compelling 
sexuality education programs that are age and content 
appropriate for children.

Lastly, the research of Hyun-Gyun Kim and Joohee 
Kim asserted that communication is now the platform 
for sexuality education in Korea. However, Korean 
communication for this issue has not yet been renewed. 
Its educational context has become outdated as compared 
to a strongly advanced communication in Korea.

FINAL COMMENTS FOR SIX GROUPS

Research project like this is a golden opportunity for 
researchers to cooperate with others. As for my own 
situation, thanks to our moderator’s suggestion, I found 
a right way of perceiving women. I truly hope that this 
will be where I can contribute my research for the overall 
development. 

– Hao Phuong Phan 

We have finished sessions of our research collaboration 
groups. This is indeed a very effective and important 
project. Now I would want to know how we can share 
these achievements and results to other researchers and 
young scholars who are very interested in this project.

– Myoung Sun Lee
Asian Center for Women’s Studies 

The summary of findings should be broader, [with] more 
plenary, and the themes should be further developed. 
Some researchers can convert their work under a type 
of report on policies, shorter essays for the media. They 
also need to determine the current research situations to 
outline a suitable direction for their coming work. 

– Suwanna Satha-anand
Thailand

Sometimes, some authors’ perception and approach 
to the theories are not really suitable to the research 
objects. These objects are often intellectual. Therefore, 
there should be some type of reward as we own them so 
much. We should organize a forum for moderators and 
collaborative groups to follow and assist others’ research 
with technological support. 

- Kurniawati Hastuti Dewi
Indonesian Institute of Sciences
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AAWS SPECIAL SESSION 
DEDICATED TO PROF. CHANG PILWHA’S CONTRIBUTIONS 

TO ASIAN WOMEN’S STUDIES

3 December 2016, 09:00 – 09:30 | Thang Long University, Hanoi, Vietnam

The Special Session is a tribute to the efforts and achievements of Prof. Chang Pilwha for her support to 
women’s movements and the promotion of gender equality, particularly in Korea and in Asia in general. 
In recognition and in gratitude to Prof. Chang’s contributions, senior scholars provided interesting and 
heartwarming narratives of her as an academic, a feminist, an activist, and a leader. 

Dr. Carolyn Sobritchea narrated her life and influence as a feminist in “Professor Chang Pilwha: Her Role in 
Building the Asian Brand of Feminist Theorizing and Praxis.” Chairperson Hye-Kyung Lee provided a more 
academic perspective in “Herstory on Asian/Korean Women’s Studies.” Mala Khullar revealed Prof. Chang’s 
audacity in “Of Civil Society and Women’s Movements in Asia.” And lastly, Dr. Kim Eun-shil, on a more 
personal and friendly note, shared how she has grown together with Prof. Chang in “Feminist Leadership 
for Building Institutions.”

Researchers regarded Prof. Chang Pilwa as a feminist activist who stood for Asian women, in general, and 
Korean women, in particular. Prof. Chang Pilwa has inspired numerous women, both in the civil society 
and in the academe. With a career spanning 33 years, she has been instrumental in promoting social 
movements and bringing feminism topics to schools. As a member of the civil society, she has worked in 
Korea and other countries, tirelessly debating and fighting for women’s rights. She has encouraged young 
women scholars and helped them improve and achieve new researches. A researcher and trainer, Prof. 
Chang connects and builds networks for young women and scholars alike to hone their competencies. 
She was unrelenting in persuading networks, organizations, and partners to actively involve in women’s 
development by participating and supporting programs. 

Prof. Chang will always be regarded as a mentor, friend, and leader. Thank you for your hard work and 
dedication. 

Prof. Chang Pilwha smiles with senior scholars after an inspiring talk. 
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AAWS GENERAL ASSEMBLY
3 December 2016, 10:45 – 11:30 | Thang Long University, Hanoi, Vietnam

Highlights:

• Introduction of AAWS new officers
• Presentation of AAWS accomplishments and 

orientation, vision, and message for the next 
term

• Commitment to the development of AAWS and 
women’s equality

The Asian Association of Women Studies (AAWS) 
invited researchers, students, academicians, and 
administrators to the 4th AAWS General Assembly to 
once again share the developments and best practices 
on feminist discourse. The objectives of the AAWS 
General Assembly were the following:

• to establish an institutional basis for feminist 
education and research on issues on common 
interest in Asia

• to promote the dissemination of information on 
relevant community programs

• to link associations of women’s studies, 
research institutions, resource centers, as well 
as individual scholars and practitioners in the 
region

Dr. Grace Javier Alfonso, former President of the AAWS, 
gave the opening talk and noted the achievements 
of AAWS in promoting development in women’s 
studies and cooperation among Asian members. She 
introduced the AAWS’s new officers, including the new 
president of AAWS, Dr. Eun-Shil Kim, former Deputy 
Director General for South Asian and Pacific Affairs 
at the Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Dr. Alfonso 
praised Dr. Kim on her achievements and contributions 
in supporting the development of women’s studies, 
tenacity in encouraging for young women scholars, and 
strong credibility among AAWS members.

In her first speech as the President of AAWS, Dr. Kim 
expressed her commitment to continue to build, grow 
organizations, connect networks, promote women’s 
studies, and organize forums and conferences on 
women’s studies. The new president also assured the 
participants that her leadership will continue to observe 

the AAWS values to foster a deeper sense of solidarity 
among its members.

Director Rodora Turalde-Babaran, Director of Human 
Development Directorate, ASEAN Socio-Cultural 
Community Department congratulated the KACP, host 
institution, and the UPOU-Office of Gender Concerns for 
the conduct of AAWS General Assembly. She remarked 
that the AAWS Congress’ initiatives will contribute to the 
overall discourse on advancing the rights and welfare 
of women and girls. She voiced her anticipation for 
more pioneering researches and publications that will 
enrich the narratives of women and girls in the region 
towards greater equality and empowerment and her 
recommendation to involve policy makers in collaborative 
efforts like this in order to effect more change and bring 
the influence of research results to the policy level as 
well.

The remarks were then followed by the presentation 
of delegates by Prof. Finaflor Taylan, the Secretary 
General of AAWS. 

Dir. Rodora Turalde-Babaran delivers a congratulatory 
message during the AAWS General Asssemby. 
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3RD KOREAN-ASEAN WOMEN’S STUDIES AND 
LEADERSHIP NETWORK [KAWSLN]  MEETING

3 December 2016, 10:45 – 11:30 | Thang Long University, Hanoi, Vietnam

Highlights:

• Summarized achievements of Korea-ASEAN 
women’s studies and leadership network 
(KAWSLN)

• Set cooperative goals for the coming period

Dr. Aileen Park reviewed the achievements between 
Korea and ASEAN in connecting networks and 
developing education and research exchange programs. 
She also reiterated the objectives of the cooperation 
which is empower women’s rights by giving women 
scholars and young social activists the right to research. 
The cooperation is considered not only as academic 
researches, but also as contributions to ASEAN countries’ 
integration in terms of researching approach and building 
sustainable cooperation networks.

Dr. Odine de Guzman commented that the researches 
can be published online to help more people in their 
researches. She also raised the need for new and more 
suitable cooperation programs. Other scholars suggested 
the creation of a blog to collect new ideas for researches 
and a lead for feminism leadership who will connect 
networks, encourage and support women’s studies in 
universities’ research institutes. The need for maintaining 
cooperative efforts and improved funding activities was 
likewise raised. 

Dr. Aileen Park in her presentation at the 3rd 
KAWSLN Meeting.
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Located in Cau Giay in Hanoi, Vietnam, the SOS Children’s 
Village has been in operation for 27 years now since its 
establishment in January 1990. Participants had the 
rare opportunity to visit the center and witness nurturing 
and childcare activities. At present, three projects are in 
operation: SOS accommodation, SOS kindergarten, and 
SOS amnesty youth. 

In the village project, there are 16 family houses, each 
family has one mother, who takes care of from eight to 
ten children. Through an alternative family model, children 
at the SOS Children’s Village in Hanoi are fostered and 
cared for like a natural family in the community. With 16 
families and 16 mothers, each family has one SOS aunt, 
who support and care for children if they are sick or in 
case the mother needs to be at the hospital to care for a 
child. SOS mothers in the center are single, with no family 
nor children. They consider orphans as their children and 
family and organize activities as a natural family.

The project SOS Children’s Village is operational in the 
Philippines and South Korea. Although the model applied 
in each country has different activities and rules, the 
common characteristics depend on geographical situation, 
customs, and traditions of each country to gain the best 
result for children.  For girls, they live with the mother in 
the family until 
18 years old, 
while boys stay 
until they reach 
the age of 14. 
When sex is 
aroused among 
children, they 
are transferred 
to a new 
area called 
the Amnesty 
Youth. Boys, 
in particular, 
are moved to a 
specific area to 
have their skills 
developed as 
a man for life 
integration.

In addition, there are school systems for children from 3 
years old to kindergarten, primary school, and secondary 
school. The center also receives children from outside 

to integrate with other children so they do not develop 
feelings of guilt and inferiority.
With the support of SOS International Children’s Village, 
the Vietnamese government, specialized agencies, 
individual organizations had over 200 children integrated 
into the community after 27 years. These former children 
have acquired jobs, gotten married, and attained high 
education, with 40% achieving university and college 
degrees. Others have also gone to vocational training and 
colleges. By the end of the educational level, the center 
celebrates ceremonies for independence or marriage to 
wish the youth the best in life. At present, the number of 
children cared for now has reached 234.

QUESTIONS

1. Did the process of establishing the village since 1990, 
with recent changes in the country’s political state, 
affect the care process of the village? Can we consider 
the mother with a position as officer, staff, official or a 
career title in the village?

Although the village has been in operation since 1990, 
the political institution of Vietnam has always been stable. 
While Vietnam is a poor country, assistance to SOS 
Children’s Village by international organizations remained 

constant. Vietnam 
was one of the 
three countries, 
behind India and 
Brazil, that had the 
most projects for 
children. Therefore, 
the number of 
children and the 
number of people 
benefiting from 
SOS constantly 
i n c r e a s e d . 
C o n s e q u e n t l y , 
h o w e v e r , 
necessities and 
social costs 
also escalated 
which affected 
the resources 

of the organization. To address these challenges, the 
Vietnamese government and the SOS national association 
mobilized donations to reduce the direct component of 
SOS International Children’s Village. The funding and 

STUDY TOUR
SOS CHILDREN’S VILLAGES VIETNAM

3 December 2016, 13:30 | Cau Giay, Hanoi, Vietnam
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nurturing costs may have been difficult but 
it was eventually addressed. 
In terms of the selection criteria for the 
mothers, SOS International Organization 
respects the position of the mothers. The 
center imposes certain criteria, trains, 
recruits organizes, and arranges mothers 
who aim to care for the children. It is also 
operated according to particular regulations 
imposed by the SOS International 
Organization Children’s Village. The 
Vietnamese government also reviews the 
criteria for selection to enable a working 
environment dedicated to their growth. 
In addition, the center considers the 
mothers as officers and staff, which can be 
considered as career while working with 
the SOS Children’s Village. According to 
the Vietnamese labor law, the mothers can 
work three times with the spirit of dedication.

2. Is the relationship between mothers and children 
similar to external family? How is the emotional 
problem addressed if mothers retire? Why was is 
a mother rather more important than a father in the 
family?

A number of mothers have retired and the center has 
recruited aunts, who are called “apprentices” to replace 
the tired mothers. They were also the aunts of the children 
in the village. When the times comes for the mothers to 
be replaced completely, the aunts stay at the village so 
they can also have a community. A new mother is received 
in the community to replace the retired mother, and the 
center chooses a new child to be integrated so as the 
emotional aspect will not be too affected. 

On the importance of a mother, she implements a 
professional job for child care. According to the way of 
integration on social work profession, social workers 

support and advise mothers in caring and nurturing 
the children, as well as orienting them on community 
integration. The director, who is a male, is responsible for 
the collection of opinions in school board and child care 
activities. Presence of having a seemingly perfect family, 
which means having a mother and a father, could lead to 
complications and problems. If they eventually reproduce 
a child, it will lead to having a stepchild and break the SOS 
family. Hence, the SOS village in Vietnam chooses single 
mothers and those from missing families.

3. Did the mothers commit not to violate women’s rights 
or the rights of women such as to be loved and 
to be married? Was the application of such in the 
recruitment of mothers apply in the SOS system or 
only in Vietnam. What is the greatest value in terms of 
caring for children at the SOS Children’s Village?

The center choses nuclear mothers as the most important 
criteria for SOS Children’s Village. Families with children 
are also integrated into the community. In Vietnam, mothers 
in major areas mostly come from rural areas, where 
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life, income, and cognitive abilities are limited. Policies 
on gender justice and child protection are implemented 
seriously. Both mothers and children are fully respected 
and cared for. When a mother comes to the center, it is 
an affirmation that she came to be devoted. The mothers 
participate in all social activities such as a modern woman. 
They visit, travel, and wear the Ao Dai, the traditional dress 
of Vietnam.

4. What are the procedures if mothers want to leave their 
position?

The recruitment process sets out strict guidelines for 
aspiring mothers. When they are recruited, these mothers 
are trained for two years, including six months of training 
on theoretical and practical learning and 18 months of 
probationary period. However, should they decide to 
leave, the center agrees. 

5. What is the maximum value in terms of looking after 
the children in the center?

The purpose and objective of SOS International Children’s 
Village organization is to provide loving homes for children 
and create an alternative family where they can step into 
life, lessen their loneliness, fill the absence of their parents, 
and ensure their good future. 
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The following pages present the summaries of research papers by six groups of collaborative 
research teams commissioned to address contested issues and themes on: (1) violence 
against women; (2) peace, environment, and security; (3) ethnicity, religion, and sexuality; 
(4) gender, migration, and culture; (5) femininity, pop-culture, and the beauty industry; and 
(6) gender, sex/sexuality education and culture. All research articles underwent review 
and revision resulting from the discussions and comments by the coordinators and other 
suggestions received from the senior scholars and the larger audience at the Congress 
in Vietnam. 

It is very important to note that all the full versions of the collaborative research results 
summarized here have been submitted for publication consideration to the Asian Journal 
of Women’s Studies (AJWS), a quarterly SSCI-indexed journal owned by the Asian 
Center for Women’s Studies of Ewha Womans University in Seoul, Korea and published 
by Routledge, Taylor & Francis, the leading publisher in social sciences based in the UK. 
Submission of any of the research articles to another journal is prohibited while these 
papers are still on screening process by AJWS. Citations are also not permitted without 
the knowledge of the research collaborator, coordinator or the KACP Secretariat.

The abovementioned research papers for each of the six collaborative teams are published 
separately in print in the KACP Collaborative Report (see the cover page and table of 
contents in Appendix G). The contents of the KACP Collaborative Research Report are 
also circulated online at the websites (www.aaws07.org and www.aaws2013.org) of AAWS 
and its partner institutions.

KACP COLLABORATIVE 
RESEARCH PUBLICATION 
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This research project is exploratory as it is a work-
in-progress, just as advocacy on violence against 
women, including the crafting and implementation 
of laws on the protection of women and their rights, 
continue to be challenging works-in-progress, too. 
As a whole, this research project explored the 
adaption of conceptual frameworks that would allow 
for a better understanding of the complex dynamics 
of local cultures, the political economy, and the 
universal human rights discourse in the planning of 
advocacy programs and projects against gender-
based violence and the crafting of laws to eradicate 
violence against women. It examined how culture 
and local cultural practices are key elements in the 
failures and successes of laws and programs that 
aim to protect women against violence in South 
Korea, Myanmar, and Lao PDR.      
 
The methods of research used were feminist 
qualitative method, textual and frame analysis, 
and the case study approach; document review, 
interviews, surveys, and focus group discussion 
(FGD). Each individual researcher ensured that the 
code of research ethics for each of our disciplines was 
closely followed. Each researcher made sure to get 
voluntary, informed consent for the interviews, FGDs 
and surveys conducted, while the confidentiality of 
identities and research data is ensured. Our research 
team employed the concepts of intersectionality, 
vernacularization and feminist comparative method, 
underpinned by a general human rights framework, 
in examining some of the theoretical and practical 
concerns of doing research and advocacy work on 
gender violence in Myanmar, Lao PDR, and Korea. 

The research projects of Su Yin Htun from Myanmar 
and Viengdavong Luangsithideth from Lao PDR 
examined local cultural issues, including early 
marriage and limited access to education, that 
continue to allow for violence against women and 
girls to flourish in their respective communities, even 
as consciousness-raising projects and advocacy to 
stop violence in these communities are still few and 
greatly needed. The prevalence of VAW in Myanmar 
may be traced to the unequal status of men and 
women in society. Myanmar society accepts that a 
man has a higher status than a woman as the head of 
the family and decision-maker for both financial and 
social affairs of the family. According to the research 
findings of Su Yin Htun, this fact supports and shields 
intimate partner violence or violence against women 
by husbands from proper prosecution, despite 
Myanmar’s ratification of CEDAW since 1997. In 
fact she argues that existing judicial measures are 
not fully covered to protect women against domestic 
violence. Domestic violence against women may be 
manifested in a husband’s cruel acts, authority in 
the day-to-day functions—where a husband may 
monitor the movements of his wife, dowry disputes 
and in the transmission of STDs, including AIDSs, 
through unprotected sex.    
 
Viengdavong Luangsithideth on the other hand 
concluded that public awareness-raising about 
violence against women and children and making 
law enforcement responsive are the necessary 
key courses of action needed in advocating for the 
elimination of violence against women in Lao PDR. 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
Odine de Guzman, Su Yin Htun, Viengdavong Luangsithideth, and Heo Minsook
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Secondly, there is the need to promote women’s 
issues, the advancement of women and gender 
equality issues in society by enabling more women 
to have decision-making positions; have greater 
access to health care, education, and income 
generating opportunities; social protection needs 
to be wider and the economic participation of more 
women from the different ethnic groups and their 
access to social services need to be improved. 
The rural communities, especially, need a better 
understanding of gender and equal rights between 
men and women.  

The research of Min Sook Heo from Korea, however, 
emphasizes what we might read as a cautionary 
remark about this potential of culture even as we 
still believe its importance to advocacy work and the 
goal of behavioral change. Her research explored 
the context in which the Korean battered women’s 
movement emerged and developed to combat 
domestic violence in South Korea. It examined the 
consequences and effects of institutionalization 
and state intervention in domestic violence with 
legislative reforms. The Korean feminists’ framing of 
“preservation of the family” for the campaign against 
domestic violence seemed to represent the best 
available alternative to construct domestic violence 
as a social problem and a crime within the South 
Korean cultural and political climate,” which may 
have allowed for an overlooking of the legislative 
pursuit of actual women’s empowerment and 
gender equality. Even so, in this current research 
Min Sook Heo emphasizes the significance of the 
vernacularization of the women’s human rights 

framework to rearticulate domestic violence as a 
matter of gender equality and social justice.  

The individual research projects underscored 
the importance of addressing domestic violence 
through legal protection even though there were 
unique challenges to legislating and implementing 
these laws. In the process, the research papers 
highlighted the dynamics of local -- and ‘traditional’-- 
culture and illustrated how this interaction between 
local culture and the international concept of human 
rights could shape the legislative agenda as well as 
the extent of the successes and shortfalls of the law. 
The research findings also indicate the critical need 
to promote children’s rights to education as this is 
also a way to delay child marriage. Informational 
materials regarding child marriage laws and the 
consequences of child marriage to the children 
and to their families need to be developed. It is 
also recommended that the government develops 
a supportive policy framework with adequate 
funding across ministries to increase educational, 
economic, and social opportunities for girls at risk of 
child marriage.  Lastly, it is suggested to strengthen 
the capacity of concerned social organizations to 
represent the interests of women from more remote 
areas and create a broad network of gender focal 
points. More and better work with communities and 
schools, especially with men and boys, is needed 
to challenge and transform damaging attitudes from 
an early age that eventually perpetuate violence 
against women.  
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This research team aimed to explore women’s 
perspectives, narratives, and insights on conflict, 
war, peace, and peace building process in Indonesia, 
Myanmar, and Vietnam.  The three individual 
research projects documented and analyzed 
women’s personal but political narratives of war and 
conflict and the different layers of struggles that they 
experienced within gendered power relations and 
“interventions” through formal peace negotiation or 
through formal environmental project. 
 
Considering Aceh’s three-decade experience of civil 
war from 1976-2005, Eka Srimulyani from Indonesia 
explored the realities of women by documenting the 
narratives of the sub-altern in the context of armed 
conflict and peace process. Her paper also examined 
women’s perspectives on peace, their initiatives and 
positions and roles during the armed conflict, and in 
the peace process. The research employed in depth 
interview and focused on the cases of several key 
women leaders from conflict affected areas and 
civil society organizations engaged in humanitarian 
actions.  The results of Eka Srimulyani’s research 
deconstruct the perspectives of war that always 
analyzed from masculine points of view, and the 
perspective that war is only a matter between two 
conflicting [armed] groups, and disregarded other 
civilian groups of the community such as women.  
From practical point of view, this research produced 
some insights that could be followed up to produce 
an inclusive peace that embrace all of the community 
groups, including women, which quantitatively 

constitutes half the total population.

The second research project conducted by Mai Aye 
Aye Aung of Myanmar focused on feminist leadership 
for effective and sustainable peace building process 
in Myanmar.  In her research, Ms. Aye Aye Aung 
highlights the significant role of feminist leadership 
which requires paying attention to power sharing, 
authority, and decision making in peace building 
processes with the view of gender and peace agenda. 
It argues the need for feminist leadership not just 
women involvement in peace and reconciliation in 
Myanmar. Feminist leadership is more than just a 
leadership style. It challenges conventional female 
socialization and gender binary and stereotypes 
and believes that men can also be pro-feminist and 
lead with feminist goals in mind. The distribution 
of power and seeking democratic relationships are 
complex goals of feminism that demand that the 
country attend to look not only to gender but also 
to other forms of oppression and privilege because 
Myanmar people’s life experiences, values, and 
thoughts reflect the impact of ethnicity, race, class 
and gender.

Ms. Aye Aye Aung argues that it is obvious that 
competence reflecting the knowledge, attitudes, 
and skills are necessary for women leaders to 
become peace builders. According to this research, 
the absence of professional backgrounds in peace 
studies becomes critical issues for women in 
Myanmar when talking about women leadership in 

PEACE, ENVIRONMENT & SECURITY
Mia Siscawati, Eka Srimulyani, Mai Aye Aye Aung, and Phan Phuong Hao
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peace building. Although women and girls played 
active role on the front lines as combatants and 
peace activists, knowledge in peace studies and a 
solid sense of political and social dynamics are vital 
to become woman leaders in peace building process. 
Currently, formal peace negotiations are dominated 
by men but since there is very little discernment of 
gender discrimination in the peace process, there 
is a chance that women can be part of it. Even 
though working separately for peace might be 
often necessary, it is about time for men to take the 
compulsion of feminist seriously for gender-sensitive 
peace movements. 

In the third research project, Ms. Phan Phuong Hao 
from Vietnam focused on the actual experiences 
and voices of local people in Kala Tongu Village, an 
ethnic minority community that has been prepared 
and approved as a site level of REDD+ (Reduction of 
Emission from Deforestation and Forest Degradation) 
plans by UN-REDD Phase II in Vietnam since 2014. 
In particular, it focused on various mechanisms of 
women of this matrilineal community to derive benefit 
from land including wet rice fields and coffee land. 
Adopting feminist political ecology framework, she 
explored the gendered dynamics within complex 
arrangement of land and resources tenure that 
interlinked with agrarian conflicts including those 
caused by environmental-related policies and 
programs. Environmental conflicts put women and 
girls of different social groups in certain problems 
and struggles.  

The study revealed that efforts to address 
environmental issues, including international 
mechanisms, such as REDD+ could have limited the 
problems and addressed the needs of women and 
girls of different social groups.  However, they were 
not able to resolve the conflicts between customary 
ways of access to land in the village and imposed 

laws from the state.  In addition, these efforts 
have somehow created conflict among key actors.  
Through the perspectives of three women from 
different age, marital status and social background, 
the paper uncovers the way kinship and conjugal 
relationship are played out in shaping women’s 
access to land. These actors develop gendered 
responses in order to secure their positions. 
Security in this context relates to complex gendered 
relations of power. 

Altogether, the individual research projects 
contribute to the following analytical aspects.  
Firstly, the research results deconstruct militaristic, 
linear, male-dominated view about conflict, war and 
peace.  Women of different social backgrounds 
develop their roles and positions in peace building 
process and in achieving comprehensive human 
security in their life.  Women’s agency in navigating 
themselves within gendered dynamics peace 
building processes. Acehnese women initiated and 
even led the peace movement but they were not 
invited in formal peace negotiations. However, they 
have their own ways to continue their peace building 
efforts.  Secondly, the research results deconstruct 
non-feminist leadership in peace building process. 
Ms. Mai Aye Aye Aung shows complex and 
multifaceted conflicts in which political economy 
and socio-cultural political aspects contribute 
significantly. Therefore, peace building is really not 
a linear process. Feminist leadership is needed so 
that peace building becomes a transformative and 
sustainable process.  Feminist leaders are also 
needed for peace building process that are full of 
gendered politics and gendered power relations.  
Thirdly, the research results deconstruct masculine 
view of environmental and agrarian conflicts. Ms. 
Phan Phuong Hao explored women’s narratives 
about environmental and agrarian conflicts in their 
daily life, linked to gendered access and control 
over lands, landscape, agrarian resources and all 
other natural resources they depend on.  Women of 





56

Ethnicity, Religion, 
& Sexuality

3



57

ETHNICITY, RELIGION & SEXUALITY
Noraida Endut, Kurniawati Dewi Hastuti, Preeya Keawpimon, and Premalatha Karupiah

Gender constructs in relation to women are often 
very closely related to views about women’s 
body and sexuality. Many cultures and religions 
prescribe what is seen as the appropriate way 
for women to dress and act (less so for men), 
either all the time in public or in certain religious 
or cultural circumstances. The morality of women 
in terms of sexual relationship is more severely 
judged by religion and culture compared to that of 
men. Women’s positions and their ability to move 
fluidly between the private and public spheres of 
life may be dependent on how society sees their 
performance or how the presentation of the body is 
made. The context of sexuality, which may include 
the reproductive role, is a significant element for 
analyses. Sexuality appears to permeate more 
prominently as a contested element in women’s 
claims to equal spaces in their lives. 

The research collaborators in this team discussed 
how ethnicity, religion and sexuality intersect in 
women’s lives and looked at the public sphere of 
political participation, the experiences of marriage 
in the circumstances of women pursuing higher 
education, and the narratives of women on the 
issue of femininity. In particular, Kurniawati Hastuti 
Dewi from Indonesia explored how four Javanese 
Muslim women negotiated to be in the public space 
of local political leadership by performing to the 
idea of piety and moral behaviour. Dewi’s study 
revealed that a significant symbol of piety and 
modesty imposed, directly or indirectly, on women 

in gaining approval to be in the public sphere is the 
veil (or Muslim headgear). The veil allows women to 
maneuver their ways around the heavily masculine 
arena of politics. It also serves to confirm their sexual 
morality in the eyes of their audience. The female 
politicians, in addition, perform to the tune of the 
socio-religious expectations by highlighting their 
modesty and fulfillment of gender roles to the public.

Preeya Keawpimon from Thailand investigated the 
circumstances and situations leading to Muslim 
female students deciding to marry while still pursuing 
higher education. The decisions are hypothesized to 
have been highly influenced by the women’s needs 
to conform to religious precepts and conditions 
about not having romantic or sexual relationships 
outside of marriage. She also explored the women’s 
experiences and wellbeing in the marriage to connect 
it to how marriage may or may not have facilitated 
women’s pursuits of higher education. Keawpimon 
interviewed six female students who had entered 
into marriage while still pursuing their degree level 
education in university. The narratives of the Muslim 
female students indicate their wish for society’s 
approval of their choices to enter into marriage in 
deference to religious teaching. It should be noted 
that there are respondents who have married at the 
instigation of their parents or family who also use 
the religious argument to persuade them to marry. 
The female students, on the other hand, felt that 
they needed support from the family and friends in 
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coping with their married lives. This may be related 
to the issue of gender division of labour in marriage 
where women are required to assume much of the 
domestic responsibilities. 

Premalatha Karupiah from Malaysia explored Malay 
(and Muslim) women’s definition and identification 
with the idea of femininity and interviewed 12 highly 
qualified Malay Muslim women in Malaysia. She 
found out that the participants tended to have an 
essentialist view of femininity and believed in the 
importance of women being gentle, patient, and 
tolerant or lemah lembut (which defines both women’s 
physical movement and behavior). The women also 
subscribed to the idea that Malay, Muslim women 
must be concerned with their modest appearance 
and must fulfill their gender roles by being motherly 
and by claiming the kitchen in the home as a 
female space. Women also felt that contemporary 
feminine identity includes attributes associated with 
a more masculine idea, such as being financially 
independent and having high mobility in the society. 

Although the studies cover quite a wide spectrum 
of women’s lives in Southeast Asia, a few common 
conclusions may be made about their findings. 
Firstly, women’s gender roles and expectations 
are highly ordered by cultural contexts or spaces 
produced by religious and ethnic influences. Women 
have continuously negotiated with the patriarchal 
elements of their cultural spaces and these 
negotiations require them to accept a primary role 
within the private space only. Women’s negotiations, 
furthermore, revolved around society’s expectations 
in relation to their sexuality and reproductive roles. 
The veiling of the body is a core value or femininity 
that permeates throughout the three studies. 
Although the studies may be limited in a way that 
they happen to only focus on the context of the 
religion of Islam, they present diverse ethnic and 
cultural situations and show how Islam interacts with 
ethnic and local cultures to form some variation on 

how gender constructions are produced. 

The studies may also show that even as women 
achieve in education, the gendered spaces they live 
in continue to perpetuate inequalities against them. 
Society, through cultures that are in turn produced 
by religions and ethnicity, continues to effect control 
over women’s sexuality resulting in their inability to 
enjoy rights on an equal basis as men. Therefore, 
it is important to interrogate the contexts/spaces of 
this control to remove inequalities.

Some reflections may also be made with regard 
to gender studies/feminist research in relation to 
the three studies. Contesting women’s gendered 
spaces require an inquiry and a probing into the 
intimate aspects of their lives for extended times, 
thus care must be taken in doing this. Researchers 
need to be clear about their own positions before, 
during and after fieldwork especially from a point of 
view of producing knowledge. Do the researchers 
“go in” thinking they have superior knowledge over 
their participants of research? How do they value 
the knowledge they gain from interacting with the 
participants and how are participants’ voices given 
space in the presentation of knowledge?  Did 
the researchers’ positions change as a result of 
interacting with the participants? Did the research 
process allow the researchers to play a role of an 
agent of change that will eventually help elevate the 
status of women and achieve gender justice? These 
are some of the questions that may be useful to 
be considered in teaching and researching gender 
studies.
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GENDER, MIGRATION & CULTURE
Julia Jiwon Shin, Elisabeth Dewi, Melanie Reyes, and Davy Top

This research includes three case studies including 
Indonesia, the Philippines and Cambodia. Closely 
looking at experiences of women migrant workers, 
the case studies provide gender-sensitive insights 
on policies and institutions of international migration 
from the perspectives of countries of origin. 

First, Elizabeth Dewi from Indonesia investigated the 
gender differential patterns and use of remittances 
of Indonesian domestic workers, focusing on the 
empowerment and poverty reduction of women 
returnees and migrant families in Central Java, 
Indonesia. In particular, the study examined the 
tremendous impact of migration on the community 
and local development of Indonesian Female 
Domestic Workers (FDWs) and explored the ways 
in which female domestic workers used the money 
to empower themselves and to get out from the 
poverty level. The findings of this study revealed that 
migration has improved the lives of disempowered 
migrant women and has given them a voice in a 
traditional society. However, the benefits of their 
migration are still interpreted ambivalently by their 
husbands, their community and also themselves, 
especially in relation to the issue of the recipients of 
remittance; the financial decision-making process; 
and the breadwinner role in the household. As a result, 
combined with the lack of knowledge, education and 
resources, FDWs do not only have little opportunity 
to manage their finances but also have to deal 

with their guilty feelings on this complex situation, 
especially related to their gender roles as wives. In 
addition, there are only few formulation of plans and 
strategies, by the community (or government), in 
support of developing the capacity and skills of its 
members, especially returning FDWs. The results of 
this study can be applied to encourage, to influence 
and to provide a capable mechanism for harnessing 
the potential of remittances to promote longer-term 
growth of the country.

Second, Melanie Reyes from the Philippines 
scrutinized regulatory governance and women’s 
agency in the marriage migration of Filipino women 
married to South Korean nationals. Specifically, the 
study looked at the existing regulatory governance 
framework that affects the facilitation of marriage 
migration and critically analyzed the issues and 
challenges in the implementation of these regulations 
vis-a-vis women’s exercise of their agency. The 
researcher interviewed two Filipino women married 
to Korean nationals. Both were in their 20s when 
they got married and migrated to Korea. Unlike 
most cases of marriage migrants, the couples 
were not products of marriage brokers but rather 
met in circumstances of what others called “love.” 
The paper highlighted how these two women were 
able to exercise their agency and negotiated their 
identities within their relationships with their Korean 
husbands. Their agency pertains to their ability to 
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decide on their own given the existing structures and 
cultures they have to live with. 

Last, but not least, Davy Top from Cambodia examined 
the current situations and policies of women’s labour 
migration in Cambodia and discussed the existing 
regulations, laws and international agreement 
governing Cambodian women in international labour 
migration. While Thailand and Malaysia are two 
major destinations for Cambodian migrant workers 
through both legal and illegal channels, Korea 
and Japan are becoming increasingly common 
destinations for regular Cambodian labor migrants. 
In relation to this, there were a greater number of 
reported cases of abuse, exploitation, and human 
trafficking encountered by Cambodian migrant 
workers in Malaysia and Thailand than was the 
case in Korea and Japan. In addition, the factors 
contributing to migration of women are economic 
difficulty, social exclusion, and social and cultural 
practices. For international migration to be protected 
and safe, legal and institutional mechanisms are 
needed to inform potential migrant workers about 
working abroad and their rights at work, along 
with other procedures. Cambodia has set off, and 
continues to develop, policy actions and institutions 
to enhance governance of the migration process. At 
the same time, more policy efforts may be needed 
to ensure that international migration is intentionally 
promoted and tied together for domestic economic 
and labor market developments.

The case studies illustrate substantial policy 
implications in terms of the enhancement of national 
government policies and regional governance 
between countries of origin and destination in order 
to protect women migrants, thereby harnessing their 
economic and social contributions to the sustainable 
growth of home countries. The migratory experiences 
of migrant women examined in this study also direct 
our attention to women’s agency and empowerment. 
The case studies of Indonesia and the Philippines 
illustrate the ways in which migrant women are 
constructing their identities and resisting unequal 
power relations, through the negotiation of their roles 
and positions in the private and public spheres. As 
migrant women make strategic choices when making 
a decision to migrate, there is a great possibility that 
these seemingly powerless women could carve out 
‘spaces of control’ to organize collective power to 
redress exploitation and inequality. Nevertheless, 
the empowerment of migrant women cannot be fully 
reified without allowing these women to speak for 
themselves. Alliances and solidarity among NGOs, 
individuals and migrant women are vital for moving 
towards effective political action.
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Pop Culture, & the 
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FEMININITY, POP-CULTURE & 
THE BEAUTY INDUSTRY

Chalidaporn Songsamphan, Aquarini Priyatna, Norainie Ahmad, and Hyun-gyung Kim

The research collaborators in this theme explored 
how femininity is shaped by other cultural elements 
and power structures, especially patriarchy, 
capitalism and religion.  The three research papers 
investigated how beauty interacts with other aspects 
of social life and how women negotiate their gender 
expectation through beauty.  Beauty was displayed 
through images in order to be evaluated and 
marketed. Femininity has been displayed on and 
through women’s bodies.  Beauty reflects how bodies 
were regulated while it has been a site of resistance 
and struggle of so many women in different contexts.  
Through constructing and projecting the images of 
feminine body, women negotiate with the notion of 
femininity and the value assessed by others in their 
societies.  Beauty and fashion served as sites of 
control and contestation and were marketed by the 
capitalist market and the neoliberal globalization.

In “How Modest is Modest Fashion? Exploring 
Notions of Modesty within the Context of Muslim 
Women’s Hypervisibility on Instagram,” Norainie 
Ahmad from Brunei depicts how beauty and 
femininity of Muslim women were constructed, 
projected and contested through social media.  The 
notions of beauty, femininity, and religious practices 
were mixed, interpreted, displayed and negotiated.  
Women showed their versions of modest fashion on 
Instagram while various viewers praised and criticized 
them. The interaction through social media showed 
how femininity was regulated and negotiated.

Aquarini Priyatna from Indonesia recounts in her 
work on “Femininity in the Auto/Biographies of 
Contemporary Indonesian Culture” how celebrity 

women defined and presented the images of aging 
women.  Although a major element of beauty is 
youth, the women mentioned in the paper showed 
their audience that women could be beautiful as 
they aged.  Older women could still be fashionable 
and active.  The notion of beauty depicted by the 
celebrity women in this paper involved both the 
attempt to remain youthful and the extension of 
beauty to include older women.

Hyun Gyung Kim from Korea, “The Trans-Asia 
Politics of K-Beauty: Focusing on Images at ‘E-Dae 
Ap’(in front of Ewha Womans University) Cosmetics 
Shops” explores how the ‘Korean standard of beauty’ 
was understood and presented.  The popularity 
of Korean television series in Southeast Asia 
presented the alternative feminine appearance to 
the women in the region.  The facial characteristics 
and quality of skin that became fashionable and 
favorite in the Korean market have been presented 
to the Southeast Asian consumers who adopted the 
standard of K-beauty. 
 
The three papers highlighted how beauty was 
interpreted in a specific culture. The feminine look 
in each society has been constructed and contested 
through the interaction with other cultural elements, 
such as religion and class.  There are contesting 
standards of beauty that tried to regulate women’s 
appearance and behavior while some women try to 
negotiate with the standard as they were projecting 
their gendered-self through images.  The social 
media emerged as an important arena for women to 
contest the standard of beauty and regulate others.  







Gender, Sex/Sexuality 
Education & Culture
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GENDER, SEX/SEXUALITY 
EDUCATION & CULTURE

Aileen C. Park, Desintha D. Asriani, Joohee Kim, and Mercy Karuniah Jesuvadian

The three research papers on this theme affirm the 
crucial role that education, religion, family, and culture 
play in understanding gender (i.e., self-identification, 
socio cultural expectations, and social constructs of 
femininity, masculinity, or intersexuality), sex (i.e., 
biological, physical, and physiological characteristics 
of the human body), and sexuality (i.e., personal 
interests, attractions, and relationships developed 
towards others). Taking on an activist-feminist 
position, all members of this collaborative research 
team agreed to conduct a critical analysis of 
documents (e.g., national policies, school regulations, 
curriculum/module/syllabus, and teaching materials), 
interview students and teachers, observe classes, 
and find other ways to triangulate the data gathered. 
We also agreed to provide a historical backdrop of 
sex or sexuality education in the country studied and 
recommend ways to fully institutionalize, integrate, 
and implement sex or sexuality education in the 
basic curricular framework. In this research team, 
sex education and sexuality education are used to 
mean the same thing.

Exploring on the implementation of sex education for 
adolescent group in Indonesia, Desintha D. Asriani 
from Indonesia unpacked the grand narratives of 
international institutions and local tensions between 
religious fundamentalists and classroom teachers 
and students from different school contexts (i.e., 
Islamic school, public school, and Catholic school). 
She argued that although there is a strong inter-

agency collaboration at the national and global level 
and a good number of existing laws and policies on 
sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR), 
sex education in Indonesia is negatively perceived 
as a platform for liberalization and pornographic 
acts. She observed that the pro-human rights 
advocates and the fundamentalists have greatly 
influenced the sexuality discourse in Indonesia 
while proactive teachers and feminist activists 
continue to struggle in applying sex education in the 
classroom. She noticed that the teachers gained 
their support for training and module development 
from transnational feminist movements and 
international institutions and preferred to use 
“reproductive health” in conducting their lessons 
through the lens of religion (i.e., focusing on forms 
of relationships, importance of puberty, implications 
of premarital sex and unwanted pregnancy). The 
research collaborator commended the teachers for 
overcoming the challenge of fundamentalism and 
recommended for a deeper discussion with the 
youth on sex and sexuality from the perspective of 
gender equality and human rights. She also called 
on the government to take a more affirmative action 
in confronting fundamentalism and supporting a full 
integration and implementation of sex education in 
the school curriculum.

Johee Kim, together with another research 
collaborator from Korea, investigated how media 
came into play in the history of sexuality education in 
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Korea and analyzed the ‘School Sexuality Education 
Standards (SSES)’ of the Ministry of Education and 
other regulatory policies of the government on media 
environment surrounding teenager. They revealed 
that media’s influence on sex education started in 
the 1920s when Koreans consumed Japanese 
pornography printouts delivered through mail order 
and when a news article discussed the problems of 
students’ consumption of obscene “moving pictures.” 
They argued that the feminist movements in the 
1980s transformed the way people thought about 
sex or sexuality education, especially in the role that 
they played in challenging Korea’s policy focus on 
“obscenity” in materials such as film, video, game 
or communication media representing sexual acts. 
In response to this problem, they recommended 
feminist media literacy as opposed to the regulatory 
policy that does not fit in a technologically advanced 
and cyber-linked country. For them, media literacy 
means “the critical capacity to read the narrative 
and intention of the message and image expressed 
by media and then make new communication skill.” 
Feminist media education views teenagers as “digital 
natives” who are consumers of various media images 
and feminist media literacy is an effective approach 
in sexuality education that allows teenagers to reflect 
on the media production process and helps them 
grow into responsible producers, consumers, and 
circulators of alternative media images.

In her attempt to conduct an initial analysis on 
sexuality education in Singapore, Mercy Karuniah 
Jesuvadian primarily perused the Framework on 
Sexuality Education and the Growing Years and 
Empowered Teens (eTeens) Series of the Ministry of 
Education (MOE) of Singapore along with the lesson 
plans and other pedagogical materials designed 
and used for P5-P6 (11-12-year-old children) in two 
primary schools. Based on her critical document 
analysis, the study revealed that Singapore has 
had a long standing history of sexuality education 
since the 1970s and that the MOE’s comprehensive 
framework carries a three-prong approach to sexuality 

education (i.e., home, community, and school) 
where family becomes a key support and home is an 
indispensable place of intervention. She also found 
out that although the content design and materials 
were secular in nature and were age appropriate, 
the curriculum was not comprehensive but centered 
on abstinence and focused on prevention from 
unwanted pregnancies and sexually transmitted 
diseases (STDs). She offers recommendations for 
the teachers to use a dialogic approach to discuss 
sexuality with the children and to make the class 
materials and lesson plans less prescriptive and 
more child-centered. Recognizing the cultural and 
religious limitations that some family members may 
face in confronting gender, sex or sexuality issues 
with their children, the research collaborator strongly 
recommended the involvement of extended kin and 
trusted community members, including the police, to 
represent parents who are unable to directly guide or 
discuss with their children.
As can be gleaned from the above, sex or sexuality 
education studies in Indonesia, Korea and Singapore 
put forward education, fundamentalism, family, and 
culture as endogenous factors or the school, home, 
and society as connected and contested contexts 
for teenage pregnancy, gender identity construction, 
and sex or sexuality education. In this highly digital 
world, the continuing proliferation and sophistication 
of communications and information technology may 
offer innovative approaches to teaching gender, 
sex, and sexuality. However, they certainly pose 
threats to young and adolescent learners if they are 
not properly addressed and critically used in the 
classroom. As emphasized in the study on Korea’s 
sexuality education and media, the youth are the 
digital natives who fully take advantage of the global 
information that is widely disseminated in the internet. 
We hope that the findings, recommendations, and 
implications of these studies mean so much to the 
international community, the national government, 
the school administration, concerned families, 
citizens, and individuals in Korea and ASEAN region.
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APPENDIX A: 
PRESENTERS, LECTURERS, SECRETARIAT

Research 
Theme

Photo Position Name Country Current 
Affiliation

Violence 
Against 
Women

Research 
Coordinator

Odine de 
Guzman Philippines

UP Center for 
Women's and 
Gender Studies

Research 
Collaborator Min Sook Heo Korea

Korean 
Women’s 
Institute, Ewha 
Woman’s 
University 

Research 
Collaborator

Viengdavong 
Luangsithideth Lao PDR

Ministry of 
Education and 
Sports

Research 
Collaborator Su Yin Htun Myanmar

Department of 
Law, Mandalay 
University, 
Myanmar
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Peace, 
Environment 
and Security

Research 
Coordinator Mia Siscawati Indonesia

Graduate 
School of 
Multidisciplinary 
Studies, 
University of 
Indonesia

Research 
Collaborator Eka Srimulyani Indonesia

International 
Centre for Aceh 
and Indian 
Ocean Studies

Research 
Collaborator

Mai Aye Aye 
Aung Myanmar

Myanmar 
Institute of 
Theology

Research 
Collaborator

Phan Phuong 
Hao Vietnam

Institute of 
Cultural Studies, 
Vietnamese 
Academy of 
Social Sciences

Ethnicity, 
Religion, and 
Sexuality

Research 
Coordinator Noraida Endut Malaysia Universiti Sains 

Malaysia 

Research 
Collaborator

Kurniawati 
Hastuti Dewi Indonesia

Research 
Centre for 
Politics, The 
Indonesian 
Institute of 
Sciences(LIPI)

Research 
Collaborator

Preeya 
Keawpimon Thailand

Faculty of 
Nursing, Pattani 
campus, Prince 
of Songkla 
University

Research 
Collaborator

Premalatha 
Karupiah Malaysia

School of Social 
Sciences, 
Universiti Sains 
Malaysia 
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Gender, 
Migration, and
Culture

Research 
Coordinator Julia Jiwon Shin Korea

Department 
of Sociology, 
Chonnam 
National 
University

Research 
Collaborator Elisabeth Dewi Indonesia

Parahyangan 
Centre for 
International 
Studies

Research 
Collaborator Melani Reyes Philippines

Miriam College- 
Women and 
Gender Institute

Research 
Collaborator Davy Top Cambodia

Parliamentary 
Institute of 
Cambodia 

Femininity, 
Pop-Culture, 
and the Beauty 
Industry

Research 
Coordinator

Chalidaporn 
Songsamphan Thailand Thammasat 

University

Research 
Collaborator Norainie Ahmad Brunei 

Institute of 
Policy Studies, 
Universiti Brunei 
Darussalam 

Research 
Collaborator

Aquarini 
Priyatna Indonesia

Department of 
Literature and 
Cultural studies, 
Faculty of arts, 
Universitas 
Padjadjaran

Research 
Collaborator

Hyun-Gyung 
Kim Korea

Korean 
Women’s 
Institute 
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Gender, Sex/
Sexuality 
Education & 
Culture

Research 
Coordinator Aileen C. ParK Korea

Asian Center 
for Women's 
Studies

Research 
Collaborator

Desintha Dwi 
Asriani Indonesia

Department 
of Women’s 
Studies Ewha 
Womans 
University

Research 
Collaborator

Mercy Karuniah 
Jesuvadian Singapor

Early Childhood 
and Special 
Needs 
Academic Group 
at the National 
Institute of 
Educatio, NTU

Research 
Collaborator Joohee Kim Korea

Korean 
Women's 
Institute
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MODERATORS, DISCUSSANTS & RESOURCE PERSONS

Name Introduction

Eun-Shil Kim

Eun Shil Kim is currently a Professor of the Department of Women's Studies and 
Director of Korean Women's Institute (KWI), and Director of Asian Center for 
Women's Studies(ACWS) at Ewha Womans University. She has written widely on 
women, body and modernity issues.

Grace Javier Alfonso

Grace Javier Alfonso is the current President of the Philippine Society for Distance 
Learning, the UP Open University Foundation Inc., and Chair of the Commission 
on Higher Education (CHED) Technical Panel for Transnational and Distance 
Education. She is often a member of the Adjudication Committees for the Asian 
Association of Open Universities (AAOU) Annual Conferences

Nantana Gajaseni
Nantana Gajaseni is now an executive director of ASEAN University Network. 
She also serves as an associate professor in faculty of Science, Chulalongkorn 
University.

Abigail Lanceta
Abigail Lanceta is an assistant director and Head of Education, Youth and Sports 
Division in ASEAN Secretariat.

Suwanna Satha-Anand

Suwanna Satha-Anand is currently a professor at Philosophy Department, Faculty 
of Arts, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand and a council member of AAWS. 
Her teaching and research interests cover the fields of Buddhist and Chinese 
Philosophy, Philosophy of Women, Social Change and Religion.

Carolyn Sobritchea
Carolyn I. Sobritchea is a professor at the University of the Philippines. She is also 
a former Director of the UP Center for Women Studies, and is an internationally 
recognized gender expert on the Philippines.

Kristi Poerwandari

Kristi Poerwandari is currently the Chair of the Gender Studies Graduate 
Programme and the Vice-Chair of the Interdisciplinary School at Universitas 
Indonesia. Her education background is psychology, women's studies and 
philosophy.

Rashidah Shuib

Rashidah Shuib is a professor at the Women's Development Research Centre 
(KANITA) and School of Medical Sciences, Universiti Sains Malaysia. Her area 
of specialisation includes Gender & Health, Women's Health, Health and Medical 
Sociology

Aurora Javate de Dios

Aurora Javate de Dios is currently the Executive Director of the Women and 
Gender, Miriam College’s Advocacy Center for Women’s Right and Gender 
Equality. She is the Philippines Representative to the ASEAN Commission on the 
Promotion and Protection of Women and Children's Rights. 

Hyun Uk Lee

Hyun-Uk Lee is a Research Professor in the Department of Social Studies, Ewha 
Womans University, South Korea. She received her M.A., and her Ph.D. from the 
University of Tokyo, Japan. She is currently working in the Ewha research group 
“Social Sciences Korea,” investigating immigrant trans-locality in South Korea.

Yeonbo Jeong
Yeonbo Jeong is an Assistant Professor of Social Sciences Program at 
Sungkonghoe University, South Korea. Her research focuses on gender, body, and 
biomedicine, women’s health, reproductive rights and transnational feminism.
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Kyong-Mi Danyel Kwon

Kyong-Mi Danyel Kwon specializes in modern Korean literature and culture. She is 
interested in cultural theories, gender and sexuality, and film studies. Since joining 
Korean Studies at Ewha in Spring 2012, Prof. Kwon has taught courses in cultural 
theories, Gender and Sexuality in 20th century Korea, Korean diaspora, North and 
South Korean literatures, and Korean media and culture.

Nayoun Kim

Na Youn Kim is currently a Researcher at the Asian Center for Women’s Studies 
at Ewha Womans University. She has been working for the Ewha Global 
Empowerment Program(EGEP) which is a two-week residential Program to 
empower women, especially working in non-governmental public sectors in Asia 
and Africa.

Finaflor Taylan

Finaflor F. Taylan is a social worker by profession. She is currently the Program 
Chair and a faculty of the Diploma/Master of Social Work Program of the University 
of the Philippines – Open University (UPOU). She is interested in developing 
her competence in working with and for children and women towards a rights 
based/responsive development agenda especially in the information age and 
globalization.

Le Thi Quy

Le Thi Quy is currently a professor of Sociology and History in Thang Long 
University and a Director of Institute for Gender and Development (INGAD) belong 
to Vietnam Union of Science and Technology Associations (VUSTA). She focuses 
to Ethnic Minority Group; Trafficking in Women and Children; Violence Against 
Women and Children. 

Bu Thi Kim

Bui Thi Kim is since 2003 the Director of DWC (The Center for Promoting 
Development for Women and Children), a Vietnamese NGO. She worked 10 years 
as researcher at Faculty for Economy at the Technical University Her interests and 
publications cover the fields on grassroots democracy, promoting participation and 
community management, women’s rights and child rights in development projects.

Sang Wha Lee

Sang Wha Lee was Professor Emeritus of the College of Arts and Humanity, 
Ewha Womans University. She received her Ph.D. in Social philosophy from the 
Eberhart-Karls-University Tuebingen in West Germany. Her special areas are 
feminist philosophy, philosophy of culture and social philosophy. Her recent work 
has focused on theories relating to feminism and globalization, Asian Women’s 
Studies, Ecofeminism and philosophy of Difference/Becoming. She has served 
as Director of Korean Women’s Institute, President of the Korean Association of 
Feminist Philosophy and President of the Korean Association of Women’s Studies. 
She is currently working as co-representative of Korean Women’s Environment 
Network.

Pilwha Chang

Pilwha Chang was the first President of the Asian Association of Women's Studies 
(AAWS). She was a Professor of the Department of Women's Studies at the 
Graduate School of Ewha Womans University, Seoul, Korea since 1984. She 
earned her PhD in Women in Development from the University of Sussex, and MA 
in Adult Education from the University of Hull, United Kingdom. She was the first 
Director of the Asian Centre for Women's Studies (ACWS) founded in 1995 and 
has served three terms as Director until 2016. She was also the Director of Korean 
Women's Institute in 1999, Dean of Graduate School in 2002 and the Director of 
Ewha Institute for Leadership Development in 2011 at Ewha.

Myoung Sun Lee

Myoung Sun Lee is currently a Special Professor at the Asian Center for Women's 
Studies (ACWS), Ewha Womans University. She is particularly in charge of the 
Ewha Global Empowerment Program (EGEP), which is a two-week course for 
Asian-African women activists. After receiving her Ph.D. in Women’s Studies from 
Ewha Womans University in 2003, she has taught and researched in the field of 
sexuality, sexual violence, prostitution, women’s activism, women’s policy, etc.
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Jieun Roh

Jieun Roh is a senior research coordinator of the Asian Center for Women’s 
Studies and she has been involved in various international academic networking, 
education and publication projects such as International Interdisciplinary Congress 
on Women(Women’s Worlds), Asian Association of Women’s Studies(AAWS), 
Asian Journal of Women’s Studies(AJWS), Korea-ASEAN Cooperation 
Project(KACP), and Ewha Global Empowerment Program(EGEP) at Ewha 
since 2002. She earned her Ph.D. in Women’s Studies from the Ewha Womans 
University. Her special research interests are on gender politics of body and 
menstruation, SRHR, Asian Women’s Studies and transnational feminism

Min Joung Park

Min Joung Park is a consultant for the ASEAN-ROK Development Cooperation 
Fund, based in the Mission of the Republic of Korea to ASEAN. She joined the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 2010, served as a Policy Specialist in Development 
Policy Division and African Division. Currently, she is a Ph.D Candidate in the 
Graduate School of International Studies at Ewha Womans Univertisy, South 
Korea. She received the Master of Science in International Development Studies 
from London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), UK. Her research 
interests involve: Korea’s ODA policy, ASEAN-KOREA cooperation, developmental 
state, private sector engagement in development
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APPENDIX B: AAWS COUNCIL

President
Grace J. Alfonso, UP Open University, Philippines

Vice-Presidents
Sylvia Estrada-Claudio, University of the Philippines, Philippines
Kim Eun-Shil, Ewha Womans University, Korea

Council 
Chang Pilwha, Ewha Womans University, Korea
Carolyn Sobritchea, University of the Philippines, Philippines
Chalidaporn Songsamphan, Thammasat University, Thailand
Du Fanqin, Tianjin Normal University, China
Kristi Poerwandari, Universitas of Indonesia, Indonesia
Lee Hye-Kyung, Yonsei University, Korea
Lee Myoung Sun, Ewha Womans University, Korea
Le Thi Quy, Thang Long University, Vietnam
Mala Khullar, Asian Center for Women’s Studies, India
Noraida Endut, Universiti Sains Malaysia, Malaysia
Rashidah Shuib, Universiti Sains Malaysia, Malaysia
Sumi Maria Tam, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, China
Suwanna Satha-Anand, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand
Tanaka Kazuko, International Christian University, Japan
Wei-Hung Lin, National Taiwan University, Taiwan
Yoon Hyungsook, National Mokpo University, Korea

Executive Committee
Aileen C. Park, Ewha Womans University, Korea
Jieun Roh, Ewha Womans University, Korea

Secretary General
Finaflor F. Taylan, UP Open University, Philippines 
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Country
Part 1 Research 
Coordinators and 
Collaborators

Part 2
Research 
Coordinators and 
Collaborators

Lecturers, 
Discussants, 
Moderators

Invited 
Guests/
Resource 
Persons

KACP 
Secretariat Total

Brunei 1 1

Cambodia 1 1 2

Indonesia 6 5 3 1 15

Laos 1 1 2
Malaysia 1 2 1 4

Myanmar 2 1 3

Philippines 3 2 7 4 16
Singapore 1 1 2

Thailand 2 2 2 2 9 17
Vietnam 1 1 2 9 13

Korea 4 4 8 2 8 26

Others 1 1

Total 23* 20** 23 10 26*** 102

Notes:
* In Part 1, of the 24 expected KACP participants (i.e., 6 Research Team x 4 Persons (1 Research 
Coordinator + 3 Research Collaborators), 1 Research Coordinator from Malaysia was not able to participate 
because of personal reason. 

** In Part 2, the KACP and AAWS fund was only able to fully support the six coordinators of the six 
research teams. The other 14 KACP collaborators who attended in Vietnam had to take shoulder their 
accommodation as the KACP fund could only cover their airfare, meals and per diem.

*** The Secretariat includes the KACP secretariat of AAWS, the administrative team of Asian Center for 
Women’s Studies(ACWS) of Ewha Womans University, and the co-organizers and local team members 
from Thailand and Vietnam. 

APPENDIX C: [KACP PHASE 3] PARTICIPATING 
INDIVIDUALS AND INSTITUTIONS
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APPENDIX D-1:  CONFERENCE PROGRAM
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APPENDIX D-2:  PROGRAM & SCHEDULE
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APPENDIX E: KACP SECRETARIAT TEAM
KACP Secretariat in AAWS

Eun-Shil Kim, Principal Investigator
Aileen C.Park, Project Manager
Jieun Roh, Program Coordinator
Hyojeong Kim, Program Coordinator 
Seunghyun Nam, Project Assistant 
Yuna Jeon, Project Assistant 

KACP Secretariat  in Ewha Womans University, Korea
Myoung Sun Lee, Special Professor of ACWS
Nayoun Kim, Researcher 
So-Jung Lee, Researcher 
Eun-Hee Lee, Researcher 

KACP Secretariat  in Thammasat University, Thailand 
Chalidaporn Songsamphan, Head of KACP Co-Organizer 
Chutidech Metheechutikul, Field Coordinator 
Kanchakan Phanturak, Administrative Staff 
Varuth Pongsapipatt, Administrative Staff 
Janewit Chueasawatee, Administrative Staff 
Torsak Jindasuksri, Administrative Staff 
Kamonporn Settachai, Administrative Staff 
Pawalisa Thanawajeran, Administrative Staff 
Tri Chunsuttiwat, Administrative Staff 
Kittitat Panpream, Design&Communication Staff 

KACP Secretariat  in Thang Long University, Vietnam
Le Thi Quy, Head of KACP Co-Organizer 
Bu Thi Kim, Coordinator
Pham Tien Nam, Assistant to the Head
Vu Thi Thanh Nhan, Administrative Staff 
Pham Thi Hong Van, Administrative Staff 
Bui Quang Tue, Administrative Staff 
Nyuyen Thi Hai, Administrative Staff 
Ho Xuan Ngoc, Administrative Staff 
Nguyen Duy Tung, Administrative Staff 
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APPENDIX F: SELECT PHOTOS 
PART I
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PART II
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APPENDIX G: KACP COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH 
REPORT FRONT PAGE AND TABLE OF CONTENTS
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APPENDIX H: APPLICANTS FOR PHASE 3

Country Applicants Selected Participants

Brunei 1 1

Cambodia 3 1

Indonesia 49 5

Laos 2 1

Malaysia 5 1

Myanmar 9 2

Philippines 29 1

Singapore 1 1

Thailand 4 1

Vietnam 4 1

Korea 15 3

Non-ASEAN 3

(Canadian, Pakistan, 
India)

No. of Total Participants 125 18
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APPENDIX I:  KACP INFORMATION 
DISSEMINATION/PRESS RELEASE

Part I Advertisement and 
Distribution
 
1)  Online Advertisement 

Asian Association of Women’s Studies
Website: www.aaws07.org aaws07@
gmail.com 

Peace Information Center, Thammasat 
University
Website: www.pbic.tu.ac.th/main/content/
thai-studies-programUniversiti 

Asian Center for Women’s Studies, Ewha 
Womans University
Website: http://acws.ewha.ac.kr 

ASEAN-KOREA Centre
Website: www.aseankorea.org 

University of the Philippines Diliman
Website: www.upd.edu.ph 

Sogang University (Korea), Prince of 
Songkla University (Thailand)  etc. 

2) Email Advertisement and Inquiries

KACP Phase 3 official account: 
2016kacp@gmail.com
Call for and Email Advertisement: Total 5
Email Advertisement Target: Domestic 
and overseas AAWS Members, Research 
Institutes, University, Academy, and 
International NGO, including embassy 
approximately 8,000 

3) Handout Producing and Distribution

Proceeding Book(Roundtable 

Presentation, Collaborative Research 
Development Workshop, Study Tour) 
Institutions brochure (Host, Co-organizers 
etc) 
Souvenir: KACP Bag
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Hoa Sen University(Vietnam) Homepage Vietnam National University HCMC International University Homepage

ISIS International(Feminist advocacy organization) 
Facebook

Prince of Songkla University(Thailand) Homepage

Sogang University( Korea) Homepage
Asian Association of Women’s Studies Homepage

Online Advertisement Cases
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Part II Advertisement and 
Distribution
 
1)  Online Advertisement 

Asian Association of Women’s Studies
Website: www.aaws07.org 

4th Congress of Asian Association of 
Women’s Studies  
Website: http://congress2016.aaws2013.
org/

Asian Center for Women’s Studies, Ewha 
Womans University
Website: http://acws.ewha.ac.kr

2) Email Advertisement and Inquiries

KACP Phase 3 official account: 
2016kacp@gmail.com

Email Advertisement: Domestic and 
overseas AAWS Members 680, Domestic 
and overseas University, Research 
Institutes, including Korean Association of 
Women’s Studies 

3) Handout Producing and Distribution

Proceeding Book : KACP Proceeding 
Book 160, and  KACP brochure 
distribution
Institutions brochure (Donor, Host, Co-
organizers etc) 
Souvenir : KACP Bag
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Asian Association of Women’s Studies Homepage

Thang Long University Vietnam Homepage

Bài viết của Infonet (Vietnam Mass Media) Report

Internet, Mass Media Advertisement Cases



100

APPENDIX J:  EVALUATION & COMMENTS
PART I

26%

6%

3%

15%

50%

0%

Attendee Information 

Invited Guest/Resource Person

Roundtable

Moderator

Research coordinator

Research collaborato

Friend

 -

 2

 4

 6

 8

 10

 12

 14

 16

 18

 20

Scholarly Presentation & Discussion Transnational Networking and
Collaboration

Korea-ASEAN Collaborative Research

Accomplishment of Major KACP Activities

Excellent

Very Good

Good

Fair

Poor

Bad

Null

Excellent Good Poor Null

18 

13 

1 
- - -

3 

Program Topics and Contents

Excellent Good Poor Null

15 

18 

1 - - - 1 

Moderators and Discussant

Excellent Very
Good

Good Fair Poor Bad Null

15 

18 

2 
- - - -

Young-scholar Presenters

Excellent Good Poor Null

14 

17 

3 

- - -
1 

Distinguished Speakers
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Excellent Good Poor Null

20 

14 

- - - -
1 

Workshops & Discussions

Excellent Good Poor Null

22 

9 

1 - - -
3 

Time & Place Allotments

Excellent Good Poor Null

16 

10 

3 

- - -

6 

Excursion

Excellent Very
Good

Good Fair Poor Bad Null

22 

9 

2 1 - - 1 

Support  Material

Excellent Good Poor Null

21 

10 

3 
- - - 1 

Tea Breaks

Excellent Good Poor Null

19 

12 

1 2 
- - 1 

Meals

Excellent Good Poor Null

17 

5 

8 

2 
- -

3 

Transportation Services

Excellent Very
Good

Good Fair Poor Bad Null

22 

5 
7 

- - - 1 

Staff's Service Efficieny & Kindness
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 -

 5

 10

 15

 20

 25

All General Aspect

Excellent

Very Good

Good

Fair

Poor

Bad

Null

PART II

7%

19%

36%

19%

13%

6%

Attendee Information 

Invited guest/Resource
person
Research coordinator

Research collaborator

Congress paper
presenter
Congress moderator

 -

 2

 4

 6

 8

 10

 12

 14

Scholarly Presentation & Discussion Transnational Networking and
Collaboration

Korea-ASEAN Collaborative Research

Accomplishment of Major KACP Activities

Excellent

Very Good

Good

Fair

Poor

Bad

Null

Excellent Good Poor Null

13 

11 

2 

- - - -

Program Topics and Contents
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Excellent Good Poor Null

6 

13 

5 

1 
- -

1 

Distinguished Speakers

Excellent Good Poor Null

6 

14 

3 

1 
- -

2 

Moderators and Discussant

Excellent Very
Good

Good Fair Poor Bad Null

9 

13 

3 

- - -
1 

Young-scholar Presenters

Excellent Good Poor Null

8 

12 

5 

1 
- - -

Workshops & Discussions

Excellent Good Poor Null

15 

8 

1 1 
- -

1 

Time & Place Allotments

Excellent Good Poor Null

6 
7 

8 

3 

1 
-

1 

Excursion

Excellent Very
Good

Good Fair Poor Bad Null

10 
11 

4 

1 
- - -

Support  Material

Excellent Good Poor Null

5 

8 

10 

2 
1 

- -

Tea Breaks
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Excellent Good Poor Null

6 

13 

2 
3 

2 

- -

Meals

Excellent Good Poor Null

7 

6 

7 

3 3 

- -

Transportation Services

Excellent Very
Good

Good Fair Poor Bad Null

8 
9 

5 
4 

- - -

Staff's Service Efficieny & Kindness

 -

 2

 4

 6

 8

 10

 12

 14

 16

All General Aspect

Excellent

Very Good

Good

Fair

Poor

Bad

Null
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PART I PARTICIPANTS’ COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS

Orientation Program
Orientation program was a fruitful orientation and I was well informed about the workshop.
It was awesome. We could connect with each other again.
Comprehensive with all of interesting and important information.
A copy of slides, a soft-copy that we could download would be good.
Fantastic! it was upbeat and had good vibes all the way. Loved the re-breaking session.
Need more clear theoretical framework before it. Better to have a small guidance book on the theoretical 
framework.
It would be better if orientation is done mid-morning & not too late in the afternoon.
Detailed preparation, quick response and warm welcoming.
It was great!
Perfect except for the confusing AAWS workshop which will be held in Vietnam. (But it finally clear at the 
end of workshop. Thank you for that.)

Open Ceremony and Roundtable Presentation
Provided a rare opportunity to network and share each other’s research topics. Also learned some of the 
most recent issues in gender studies in different Parts of the world.
Framework were presented in vary versions that could lead us to confusion.
Round table presentation and open ceremony’s speeches lived up to my expectation.
I got a lot of good insights from the roundtable presentation. It was so inspiring.
useful introduction to provoke more academic thought on the research topic.
Succinct & efficient.
Very useful in terms of defining the scope of what we’re doing. Perhaps we could have the talking 
points/summary of what the professors said?
Very stimulating discussion. However, my research coordinators cannot come. I hope the coordinator 
can come to see lead discussion.
Very interesting discussion exploration in feminist theorizing.

Research Team Presentations
Very Impressive discussion about female beauties and their commodification in different nation.
Research coordinator should have clear understanding of the process.
It was very interesting to know what everyone is working.
Great discussion.
Brief ppt of sub-researches could be done to better understand them
Some presenters were the moderator was not aware of her role to moderate and was not aware about 
the topic of the event. 

Research Development Workshop by Research Team 
Getting to know each other on a more personal level.
Well facilitated and participated.
This was really useful and helped further develop the study. Great discussion.
It was a good way for me to learn this content from my team member and I will able to use what I 
learned in this workshop
It was a great time. The discussion session even though suggested many changes was so meaningful
We managed to attain what the discussion’s goals were. All good, no comments. It was excellent; 
but perhaps we’re struggling a bit with the collaborative paper which all or at least two of us could do 
because for now we are doing our own papers. Maybe in future?
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Study Tour
Good and well-organized
Yes, I must joint it, because it’s very important for me for get more experience and learn about Gender 
equality in Thailand.

Other comments 
Hope participants had more worked-out draft so they could utilize more in-depth discussion about their 
work.
For the sustainability of the process, the research collaborations should involve Hanoi!
Thank you very much to all of the staff.
Looking forward to the Hanoi KACP meeting.
Women’s Studies in Asia is developing in a positive way.
Clarity of roles/ should have been done prior to the event itself find. Timeline for the research is too tight 
even the call for the research proposals. Thank you for this chance  
Need more session for situation and feminist movement in Korea. Increase more time to clarify & show 
the case of transnational research.
Really enjoyed my time here. The hotel choice is excellent. Hoping for more to come. Thank you so 
much for this opportunity! XOXO.
Congratulations! Well organized workshop. I salute for coming out with this kind of collaborative 
research! More power!
Next time, please host in Korea although it might be costly over there. This workshop is more 
systematic, more serious, and include more senior/upper junior researchers this time compares with the 
previous time in Penang, Malaysia. Thank you so much to AAWS, EHWA and THAMMASANT for their 
hard-work. 
The whole day of 4th June was meaningless. We had the great time only two days and one evening. 
And the international treaties and books should be supported.
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PART II PARTICIPANTS’ COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS

Orientation Program
Relaxing and entertaining!
Halal & vegetarian food not specifically provided and food not clearly labeled.
The time allocation could be improved as everyone just came from overseas
Need more time to take rest after long trip.
The orientation was interesting though it was also long and there were times where I experienced 
information overload. 
Friendly environment and we feel we already are part of the KACP community. (Korea)
I’m very satisfied with the Orientation Program & Dinner. They were very friendly and warm.

Opening Ceremony and Roundtable Presentation 
Satisfying!
I think performance slots are a bit long. I have expected to be entertained by something more local/
cultural.
It was well prepared. Great job!
Need more allocated time for research collaborator to present paper. (Indonesia)
Good ceremony with entertainment.

Research Team Presentations 
Informative & engaging!
The setting of the room limited interactive conversation.
I wish were spaces had been given to the collaborations.
The room setting could be improved and should allocate time for team to have discussions and time to 
present.
The research collaborative workshop had very good presentations and showed their experiences. 
(Myanmar)
The time for presentation of each group is short. I suggest it should be at least 30 minutes for each 
group so the team member can share about their findings to the audiences. (Vietnam)
There are so many presentations that I wanted to watch but are simultaneously presented so I did not 
get a chance to watch the other researches. Overall, the studies are all interesting and educational. 
(Philippines)
Most interesting part in Congress.
Some speakers didn’t appear without any notice. It was weird.
Well organized research topics. Timely and significant issues discussed, harmonious team structures, 
balanced in terms of generation, region, country. (Korea)
It was a good opportunity to share knowledge and research products on Women’s Studies. (Korea)

Plenary Talk/Keynote Speeches 
Keynote talk and plenary are great and highly stimulating. (Malaysia)
Very inspiring talk of Dr. Chang Pilwha.
Fabulous keynote speeches.
Both plenary talk/keynote speeches are very good. It provided me a lot of idea and experience.
outstanding keynote speeches/talks
They are all great but too many. Their speeches are also inspiring and very informative. It’s just that I 
have a short attention span so I tend to get boring at the middle of their speeches.
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Very insightful speeches on gender, democracy, development of ASEAN and women’s studies in Asia. 
(Korea)

Plenary Discussions
More time could have been allotted to undertake the assembly and meeting of KAWSLN. (Cambodia)
We need to think how to implement general assembly that will allow active participation.
I learned a lot from all speakers.
Women studies 
Joyful, cheerful, and successful atmosphere at the Asian Women’s Studies community but the program 
is constrained by time.
The celebration session should be the great herstory of Asian Women’s Studies and AAWS.

Study Tour
Informative and touching experience.
Unattractive org. should have been women’s org.
New venue for study tour, insightful on social service for child care, family in Hanoi, open Q&A with the 
organizer was good.

Comments
Systematic meeting, suitable setting, but not suitable time. Need to improve on time management. 
(Thailand)
It will be nice to arrange accommodation together with all so we can have a rich discussion. (Indonesia)
I learned a lot of women’s rights from the experts. I appreciate all of their efforts for women’s rights in 
Asia. But in this conference, we need to organize the participants as well. Some didn’t participate very 
well. There is also a need for time management. (Myanmar)
If we would like to achieve successful collaborative research, we should have more sufficient time to 
collect data, analyze it in detail and discuss together.
I would like to say thank you for your good arrangement. It was a great experience for me to share my 
knowledge among other participations and also to get new knowledge from other scholars. I am very 
thankful for this program and I will recommend this program to my colleagues and friends. (Vietnam)
Maybe you can minimize the number of plenary speakers to avoid information overload and give more 
time to open interaction and sharing of experiences from the participants and to ask open questions 
bound within the presentations. This way, first time attendees can also ask the history, aims and 
achievements of the congress, and their future plans. This is essential because not all the participants 
may have the knowledge about KACP and the Congress and/or the field is not women studies or like of 
interest is on gender or feminism. 
Maybe you can also minimize the number of parallel sessions but give longer time so that attendees 
can watch other presentations. You can also give participants small pieces of paper where they can 
write and leave the questions to the facilitator if they watched to ask but are too shy to ask. 
Overall, it was a very fulfilling and educational/informative experience. I learned so many thinking. I 
also enjoyed my overall stay here in Vietnam. Aside from more research and publications, we should 
also have more interaction with women in the society who are in the marginalized sectors and lower 
classes who can’t attend conference like this and buy/access our publications. I think that is a far better 
way to create change. 
How to sustain the KACP network from the experiences after the last three years.
How to deal with different needs of the participants.
How to create new venue of the collaborative research for the future.
How to share our achievement and challenges in other regions.
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