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Opening Address
 

Eun-Shil Kim  
Vice President, Asian Association of Women’s Studies 

Professor, Department of Women’s Studies  
Director, Korean Women’s Institute, Ewha Womans University 

 
ood morning, ladies and gentlemen! I am very 
pleased to have you at the Opening Ceremony of 
Phase 3 of the Korea-ASEAN Cooperation Project 

(KACP) on Education and Exchange Program for Young 
Scholars in Women’s Studies.  It is so wonderful to see old 
and new colleagues and friends at the KACP Collaborative 
Research Development Workshop here in Bangkok, 
Thailand.  

When we launched the KACP in 2012, we hardly imagined we would reach this far.  What we 
had at the time was a strong determination to find ways to bring together women scholars from 
Korea, Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand, and Vietnam, who are interested in promoting Gender and Women’s Studies 
through education and fellowships, networking and collaboration, and research and 
publication.  Through the growing network and community of feminist experts at the Asian 
Association of Women’s Studies (AAWS), we have survived each year, fulfilled the objectives, 
increased our interest, and sustained the commitment we have for KACP since then until now. 
This year 2016 is, indeed, a milestone that we ought to celebrate and redefine as a collective 
opportunity for us to intensify the initiatives we started in 2012 by promoting “Gender Justice 
and Democracy in Asia” through collaborative research and publication. 

I strongly believe that this Collaborative Research Development Workshop is an ideal 
epistemic space for us to fulfill our mission as Asian researchers, activists, and scholars. This 
gathering allows us to actively engage ourselves in problematizing issues involving violence 
against women; peace, environment, and security; ethnicity, religion, and sexuality; gender, 
migration, and culture; femininity, pop-culture, and the beauty industry; and gender and sexual 
education. We may not be able to stop these pressing issues that greatly affect the women 
among the estimated 650 million total populations in Korea and ten ASEAN Member States, 
but I am sure that we can make a stark difference in Asia by writing about these issues through 
intensive feminist research and transnational collaborative efforts. 

As the lead organizer of this event, I would like to acknowledge Ms. Abigail Lanceta, the 
Assistant Director of the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Directorate and Head of 
Education and Youth and Sports Division, who took time to grace us this occasion on behalf 

G
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of Director Rodora T. Babaran; Professor Nantana Gajaseni, the Executive Director of the 
ASEAN University Network (AUN), who has been supportive of the KACP since 2012; 
Professor Grace J. Alfonso, President of the Asian Association of Women’s Studies and all 
other senior and young scholars from eleven countries in Asia, who have demonstrated their 
unceasing involvement and leadership in feminist knowledge production. 

Most especially, I am extremely grateful to Professor Chaiwat Satha-Anand, the Director of 
Peace Information Center of Thammasat University, for giving his full support to our dear 
colleague Chalidaporn Songsamphan and her team, who extended so much effort for this 
event. We could not have done this without their commitment and dedication to working with 
us as members of the 2016 KACP Secretariat. On behalf of the organizers, I sincerely thank the 
ASEAN and Korea’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) for consistently providing the 
ASEAN-ROK Cooperation Fund, which validates the importance of Korea’s changing role and 
expanding influence and relations in Southeast Asia. 

I formally open Phase 3 of the KACP with an affirmation that although we are different, we are 
the same in our craving and cry for a just and democratic society. 

Thank you very much! 
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Welcoming Remarks 
 

 Chaiwat Satha-Anand 
Professor, Department of Political Science 

Director, Peace Information Center, Thammasat University  

 

Dear participants and guests, 

elcome to the Korea-ASEAN Cooperation 
Project (KACP) on Education and Exchange 
Program for Young Scholars in Women’s 

Studies [Phase 3].  This phase focuses on research 
development that scholars in feminism/women’s studies will 
work together to pursue and expand knowledge and 
arguments on gender justice and social lives.   

Peace Information Center has been supporting both the research works and social activism on 
violence and peace locally, regionally, and globally.  We realize the connection and interaction 
between the dichotomous gender system and all forms of violence, direct and indirect.  As 
Johan Galtung puts it in his work on “Cultural Violence,” gender itself is structural violence 
that sustain and reproduce various forms of both physical and non – physical violence suffering 
by both men and women all over the world.  It is tremendously significant to understand the 
linkages between gender, injustice and violence. 

It is exciting to have this opportunity to co-host the KACP Collaborative Research 
Development Workshop that researchers in women’ studies will work together to examine the 
unjust and violent phenomena based on the hierarchical gender system.  The research 
issues/focuses included will enhance our understanding of gender, justice and democracy.  The 
cooperation among people from the ASEAN countries and from the Republic of Korea will 
also deepen our knowledge and appreciation of the similarities and diversities of social 
experiences among us.  This will reflect the complex inter-linkages between gender and other 
dimensions of social divisions and hierarchy that nourish injustice in the political 
communities.   

The exchanges of ideas and arguments will broaden our knowledge and deepen our 
understanding of the social world and humanities. We might be able to cherish our similarities 
and differences and tolerate one another. Hopefully, the bases of violence and injustice will 
diminish, more or less, through this process of learning together.   

May peace be upon us all! 

W
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Congratulatory Remarks 
 

Grace Javier Alfonso 
President, Asian Association of Women’s Studies  

Professor, University of the Philippines Open University  

 warm congratulations to all our participating young 
scholars in the “Collaborative Research 
Development Workshop, Korea- ASEAN 

Cooperation Project (KACP) Phase 3” with the theme 
“Gender Justice and Democracy in Asia” and our deep 
gratitude to the organizing team who have spent time and 
effort from the call of research proposals of our young 
researchers in Women’s Studies to all the arrangements of 
details to make this important occasion happen. 

It is of most import that we also take this opportunity to thank the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) Senior Officials Meeting on Education (SOM-ED), the ASEAN 
University Network (AUN), Asian Center for Women’s Studies of Ewha Woman’s University, 
The Peace Information C enter, Faculty of Political Science, Thammasat University and more 
particularly the ASEAN- ROK Cooperation Fund for their continuing support. 

The Asian Association of Women’s Studies (AAWS) through the Korea- ASEAN collaborative 
research writing and publication fortifies its mandate as a venue for empowering young women 
scholars by claiming of spaces for women voices through feminist research, practice and 
activism. We want to have openness to feminist consciousness and help disseminate seeds of 
foundation of Women’s Studies to institutions where it has not been established. It is 
important that we participate in feminist research, reviewing its theoretical standpoints, 
appropriate methodologies which likewise means facing the range of approaches from feminist 
empiricism to postmodernism and considering the changing information communication 
technologies and modalities that are now bringing us to transnational spaces. 

We are confident that this Collaborative Research Workshop and sharing of insights and 
experiences of professors, experts, and practitioners from Korea and ASEAN for our young 
scholars will strengthen their researches and studies as we expand platforms and spaces where 
they can articulate their narratives, intellectual and emotional processes, expressing their lived 
experiences in relation to one another and our societies. All these will usher in new knowledge 
and will bring out knowledge that has been buried for many long generations. Efforts of 
collaboration networking partnerships, and fellowships geared towards academic knowledge 
creation will strengthen Women Studies in Asia, particularly in Korea and the ASEAN region 
and truly help in attaining “Gender Justice and Democracy in Asia.” 

A
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Congratulatory Remarks 
 

Nantana Gajaseni  
Executive Director, ASEAN University Network                                                              
Associate Professor, Faculty of Science, Chulalongkorn University 

 
Distinguished Presenters, Discussants, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 
 

 feel honored to be invited by the Asian Association of 
Women’s Studies to deliver a congratulatory message 
at this Korea-ASEAN Collaborative Research 

Development Workshop on “Gender Justice and Democracy 
in Asia” and is even more grateful to have a chance to be 
here among the gathering of the talented young scholars in 
Women’s Studies from Korea and all ASEAN countries. 

I am privileged to have seen the progress of the Asian Association of Women’s Studies 
(AAWS) since phase 1. At this point, AAWS has evolved the program and successfully 
embarked on phase 3. I join with you proud for the project results that are widely recognized 
for its contribution to the development of women’s studies in international arena, especially in 
Southeast Asia. On behalf of the ASEAN University Network, I would like to prolong my 
congratulations to the Asian Association of Women’s Studies for their strong effort that put in 
to implementing the current project and the more to come in foreseeable future.  
 
Gender justice has become an important issue and topic of interests to the public and various 
organizations, including government sectors and non-governmental organizations. For example, 
one of the United Nation’s Millennium Development Goals is to promote gender equality and 
empower women. Also, according to UNESCO, encouraging and supporting women’s and 
gender studies is one of the ways they seek to promote gender equality. These studies are on 
offer in various forms in many institutions throughout the Asia Pacific region, on which the 
same purposes are being shared in educating people on gender equality, women’s rights and 
analyzing women’s social and economic empowerment. Women’s and Gender Studies have 
been kept alive only by dedicated professionals who have been willing to accept this 
responsibility in addition to their regular professional duties.  
 
Lastly, to be part of this effort, AUN will perform our role as a regional coordinator between 
ASEAN and Korea to undertaking the cohesive strategy though the ASEAN-Korea activities 
that are being administered by AUN. We also stand ready to continue our supporting role 
towards the long standing of this project. 
May I wish you all success in your honorable deliberation. Thank you.  

I 
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Congratulatory Remarks 

 
Ms. Rodora T. Babaran 

Director, Human Development Directorate 
ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Department 

The ASEAN Secretariat 
 

n behalf of the ASEAN Secretariat, I send my warm greetings and commendation to 
the researchers, mentors, academicians and participants to this three-day KACP 
Collaborative Research Development Workshop here in Bangkok.  I am very pleased 

that the project is now on its Phase III following the successful completion of the Phase II last 
year.  What the young scholars has achieved in terms of investigation and study of the various 
issues of women and feminist studies in ASEAN and beyond is an important contribution to 
the multi-faceted work of promoting women empowerment and gender justice in the region. 

The mandate given by the ASEAN Leaders is clear.  In moving towards a more inclusive 
ASEAN community, women and women’s welfare and development remain as important foci 
of ASEAN.  The key messages in the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Blueprint 2025 are 
distinct.  Along other stakeholders in ASEAN such as children, youth, the elderly, persons with 
disabilities, and other marginalised groups, the ASCC Blueprint 2025 stipulates the need to 
engage and include women, reduce barriers to women’s enjoyment of rights, provide equitable 
access to and promote and protect the rights of women. 

This year’s theme of the Collaborative Research Development Workshop, “Gender Justice and 
Democracy in Asia”, brings to fore layers of issues and realities through rigorous research.  For 
ASEAN, the theme proves very timely as we ought to see whether the region’s impressive social 
and economic progress has also brought desired changes in the condition of women.  We 
ought to see, from the rights perspective, whether the current and potential progress in the 
region would contribute to ushering gender equality, and women empowerment. 

An academic platform like the KACP that produces quality feminist researches and relevant 
discourse on women presents a good opportunity for policy-makers and stakeholders to more 
deeply appreciate the various facets of gender justice and democracy.  A systematic and 
collaborative approach to formulating conclusions on the different women’s issues makes a big 
difference in informing policy, potentially stimulating an exciting debate on public policy and 
encourages engagement from stakeholders.   

As a cross-cutting issue, we endeavor to mainstream gender and women in all sectors in the 
ASCC and even beyond.  In our efforts to pursue this intention, I believe that ASEAN is able 
to leverage the KACP Programme and the gains from it.  I also encourage the KACP to 
maximise coordination with the ASEAN University Network considering its established system 

O
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of university collaboration which could serve as gateway to participation of other higher 
education institutions in ASEAN. 

As you gather in Bangkok for this event, I extend my congratulations to the key players 
involved in this initiative including the Asian Association of Women’s Studies, the Asian 
Center for Women’s Studies & Korean Women’s Institute, the AAWS-KACP at the Ewha 
Womans University, the Thammasat University, the ASEAN University Network and all the 
universities in ASEAN and Asia that are represented in this year’s workshop.  I also wish to 
acknowledge the support of the Government of the Republic of Korea through the ASEAN-
ROK Cooperation Fund. 

On behalf of the ASEAN Secretariat and the women who stand to benefit from this important 
work that you do, I wish you all a successful workshop.  
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Conference Program 
 

[Phase 3] Korea-ASEAN Cooperation Project (KACP) 

on Education and Exchange Program for Young Scholars in Women’s Studies 

 

KACP Collaborative Research Development Workshop 

“Gender Justice and Democracy in Asia” 
 

 Date    : 4-6, June, 2016 

 Venue   : Mandarin Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand  

 Host    : Asian Association of Women’s Studies 

 Organizers  : Peace Information Center, Faculty of Political Science,  

Thammasat University; 

Asian Center for Women’s Studies & Korean Women’s Institute,  

Ewha Womans University 

 Cooperating Agency : ASEAN University Network  

 Donor   : ASEAN-ROK Cooperation Fund 

Day 1   4th June 2016 (Saturday) 

Arrival, Check-in, Orientation, and Pre-Workshop Meeting 

 MC Janewit Chueasawatee (Thammasat University) 
 

16:00~17:00  Orientation Program 

 Introduction of Organizers  

Prof. Dr. Chalidaporn Songsamphan (Thammasat University) 

 AAWS-KACP Introduction  

Prof. Dr. Aileen C. Park (Ewha Womans University) 

 Orientation and Program Introduction  

Ms. Hyojeong Kim (Ewha Womans University) 

17:00~18:00  Collaborative Research Teams Meeting 

18:00~20:00  Welcoming Dinner 
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Day 2   5th June 2016 (Sunday) 

Korea-ASEAN Collaborative Research Development Workshop Ⅰ  

MC Kanchakan Phanturak (Thammasat University) 
 

08:30~09:00  Registration 

09:00~09:20  Opening Program   

 Opening Address  

Prof. Dr. Eun-Shil Kim (Director, Korean Women’s Institute, Ewha Womans University) 

 Welcoming Remarks 

Prof. Dr. Chaiwat Satha-Anand (Director, Peace Information Center, Thammasat University) 

 Congratulatory Remarks  

Prof. Dr. Grace Javier Alfonso (President, Asian Association of Women’s Studies) 

Prof. Dr. Nantana Gajaseni (Executive Director, ASEAN University Network) 

Ms. Abigail Lanceta (Assistant Director & Head of Education, Youth & Sports Division, ASEAN Secretariat) 

on behalf of Ms. Rodora T. Babaran (Director, ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community, ASEAN Secretariat) 

09:20~10:20  Roundtable Presentation and Plenary Discussion 

Moderator  :  Prof. Dr. Carolyn Sobritchea (University of the Philippines) 

 Roundtable Presentation: “Doing Transnational Feminist Research in/on Korea & ASEAN” 

Presenters  :  Prof. Dr. Kristi Poerwandari (Universitas Indonesia) 

                                      Prof. Dato' Dr. Rashidah Shuib (Universiti Sains Malaysia) 

                                      Prof. Dr. Eun-Shil Kim (Ewha Womans University) 

 Plenary Discussion 

10:20~10:40  Tea Break 

10:40~13:00  Research Coordinator’s Presentation and Plenary Discussion 

Moderator                                               : Prof. Dr. Aurora Javate de Dios (Miriam College) 

 Research Framework Presentation by Research Coordinators 

Violence Against Women                         : Prof. Dr. Odine de Guzman (University of Philippines) 

Peace, Environment, & Security              : Prof. Dr. Mia Siscawati (Universitas Indonesia) 

Ethnicity, Religion, & Sexuality               : Prof. Dr. Noraida Endut (Universiti Sains Malaysia) 

Gender, Migration, & Culture                 : Prof. Dr. Julia Jiwon Shin (Chonnam National University) 

Femininity, Pop-Culture, & the Beauty Industry: Prof. Dr. Chalidaporn Songsamphan (Thammasat University) 

Gender/Sex Education & Culture            : Prof. Dr. Aileen Park (Ewha Womans University) 

 Plenary Discussion  
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13:00~14:30  Lunch  

14:30~18:00  Research Development Workshop: Group Discussion by Research Team 
 Violence Against Women                  

Coordinator: Prof. Dr. Odine de Guzman (University of Philippines, Philippines) 
Collaborator: Ms. Viengdavong Luangsithideth (Ministry of Education and Sports, Laos) 

Prof. Dr. Su Yin Htun (Mandalay University, Myanmar) 
Prof. Dr. Heo Min Sook (Ewha Womans University, Korea)  

Research Consultant: Prof. Dr. Carolyn Sobritchea (University of the Philippines, Philippines) 
 

 Peace, Environment, & Security             
Coordinator: Prof. Dr. Mia Siscawati (Universitas Indonesia, Indonesia) 
Collaborator: Ms. Mai Aye Aye Aung (Myanmar Institute of Theology, Myanmar) 

Ms. Phan Phuong Hao (Vietnamese Academy of Social Sciences, Vietnam) 
Dr. Eka Srimulyani (International Centre for Aceh and Indian Ocean Studies, Indonesia) 

Joint Researcher: Prof. Dr. Aurora De Dios (Miriam College, Philippines)  
Resource Person: Prof. Dr. Hyun Uk Lee (Ewha Womans University, Korea)  

 
 Ethnicity, Religion, & Sexuality              

Coordinator: Prof. Dr. Noraida Endut (Universiti Sains Malaysia, Malaysia) 
Collaborator: Dr. Kurniawati Hastuti Dewi (The Indonesian Institute of Sciences, Indonesia) 

Prof. Dr. Preeya Keawpimon (Prince of Songkla University, Thailand) 
Prof. Dr. Premalatha Karupiah (Universiti Sains Malaysia, Malaysia) 

Joint Researcher: Prof. Dato' Dr. Rashidah Shuib (Universiti Sains Malaysia, Malaysia)  
Resource Person: Prof. Dr. Yeonbo Jeong (SungKongHoe University, Korea) 
 

 Gender, Migration, & Culture               
Coordinator: Prof. Dr. Julia Jiwon Shin (Chonnam National University, Korea) 
Collaborator: Prof. Dr. Hyun Mee Kim (Yonsei University, Korea) 

Dr. Elisabeth Dewi (Parahyangan Centre for International Studies, Indonesia)  
Ms. Melanie M. Reyes (Miriam College, Philippines) 
Ms. Davy Top (Parliamentary Institute of Cambodia, Cambodia) 

Research Consultant: Prof. Dr. Kristi Poerwandari (Universitas Indonesia, Indonesia) 

 Femininity, Pop-Culture, & the Beauty Industry 
Coordinator: Prof. Dr. Chalidaporn Songsamphan (Thammasat University, Thailand) 
Collaborator:  Dr. Aquarini Priyatna (Universitas Padjadjaran, Indonesia) 

Dr. Norainie Ahmad (Universiti Brunei Darussalam, Brunei) 
Dr. Hyun-Gyung Kim (Ewha Womans University, Korea)  

Research Consultant: Prof. Dr. Suwanna Satha-Anand (Chulalongkorn University, Thailand)  
Resource Person: Prof. Dr. Kyong-Mi Danyel Kwon (Ewha Womans University, Korea) 

 
 Gender/Sexual Education & Culture          

Coordinator: Prof. Dr. Aileen Park (Ewha Womans University, Korea) 
Collaborator: Ms. Desintha Dewi Asriani (Gadjah mada University, Indonesia) 

Dr. Mercy Karuniah Jesuvadian (Nanyang Technological University, Singapore) 
Dr. Joohee Kim (Ewha Womans University, Korea)  

Research Consultant: Prof. Dr. Eun-Shil Kim (Ewha Womans University, Korea)  
Resource Person: Ms. Nayoun Kim (Ewha Womans University, Korea) 
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18:00~21:00  AAWS Council Meeting 

Presiding:    Prof. Dr. Grace Javier Alfonso (President, Asian Association of Women’s Studies) 
Recording:  Prof. Finaflor Taylan (Secretary General, Asian Association of Women’s Studies) 
Presenting:  Prof. Dr. Le Thi Quy (Thanglong University, Vietnam) 

                      Dr. Bu Thi Kim (The Center for Promoting Development for Women and Children, Vietnam) 
 

Day 3  6th June 2016 (Monday) ; 08:00-18:00 

Korea-ASEAN Collaborative Research Development WorkshopⅡ 

MC  Janewit Chueasawatee (Thammasat University) 

 

8:00~09:00  Research Team Group Discussion & Presentation Preparation 

09:00~11:00 Research Team Presentation & Plenary Discussion 

Moderator  :  Prof. Dr. Suwanna Satha-Anand (Chulalongkorn University) 

 6 Research Team Presentation  

Presenters  : Prof. Dr. Odine de Guzman (University of Philippines) or Team Representative 

                                     Prof. Dr. Mia Siscawati (Universitas Indonesia) or Team Representative 

                                     Prof. Dr. Noraida Endut (Universiti Sains Malaysia) or Team Representative 

                                     Prof. Dr. Julia Jiwon Shin (Chonnam National University) or Team Representative 

                                     Prof. Dr. Chalidaporn Songsamphan (Thammasat University) or Team Representative 

                                     Prof. Dr. Aileen C. Park (Ewha Womans University) or Team Representative 

 Plenary Discussion  

11:00~12:00  ‘Moving Forward’ for Better Collaborative Research Outcomes  

Moderator  :  Prof. Dr. Aileen C. Park (Ewha Womans University) 

12:00~14:00  Farewell Lunch & Closing Ceremony 

14:00~17:00  Study Tour 

 Service Workers in Group (SWING) Foundation 

17:00~18:00  Farewell Dinner 

 Laem Charoen Seafood at Central World  
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Asian Association of Women’s Studies  

 

[Phase 3]  Korea-ASEAN Cooperation Project (KACP) 

 on Education and Exchange Program  

for Young Scholars in Women’s Studies 

 2016 KACP Collaborative Research Development Workshop 

 

 

Roundtable Presentation 

 

“Doing Transnational Feminist Research  

in/on Korea and ASEAN” 
 

 

 

 

Moderator:  Carolyn Sobritchea  

Presenters:  Kristi Poerwandari  

Rashidah Shuib  

Eun-Shil Kim 
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Roundtable Presentation  

“Doing Transnational Feminist Research Korea-ASEAN” 
 

 

Moderator 

 

 

 

 

 

Carolyn Israel Sobritchea 

arolyn I. Sobritchea is a Professorial Lecturer of Philippine Studies at the Asian Center, 
University of the Philippines, Diliman. She served as the Dean of this college from 
November, 2011 to May, 2013, the Director of the University of the Philippines, Center for 

Women’s Studies from 2000-2007 and Deputy Director for Training and Extension Service from 
1991-1999. She was the official delegation to the 1995 Beijing Conference on Women, the 
Beijing+5 meetings in Bangkok and New York in 2000 and the decade review of the Beijing 
Political Declaration and Platform of Action in 2005, also in New York. Her long service at the UP 
Center for Women’s Studies was marked by the establishment of gender offices in all the 
constituent campuses of UP, the anti-sexual harassment facility and counseling programs for 
abused students and employees. She received some awards include Rubilarian Award on 2008, 
Angels Award for Outstanding Person of Area 1 on 2010, and Bayi Centennial Award on 2011. 
(Email: carolyn.sobritchea@gmail.com) 
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Doing Transnational Feminist Research Korea-ASEAN: Women as Vulnerable 
Groups or Active Agents of Economic Development in the Global 

Competition? 

Kristi Poerwandari 

 

Abstract 

hile each having its specific gender/women’s issues in national level, countries in 
ASEAN and Korea also face the same challenges in regard to globalization and 
transnational relations: which is, how to ensure its strategic roles in the global 

competitive economics and political constellation. The ruler is the economic regime. Women 
and marginal groups are put in a more difficult situation: on one side, the harsh competition 
corners them to a more vulnerable situation (trapped into poverty, multiple burdens of work 
and alienation, trafficking etc). In another side, it seems that they have to leap from the effects 
of hundred years of discrimination (while still living with it), and all the sudden demanded to 
strategically play as active agents of the economic building of the country. The Korea-ASEAN 
Research project can examine some group themes. One, in giving contribution with feminist 
perspectives on the analysis of potential risks of conflicts and social issues a country might have 
with the coming of labors from foreign countries. Second, to uncover the real situations of 
women with their problematic and dilemmas and map out its commonalities and differences in 
different countries, in transnational context. And third, feminist scholars and practitioners 
need to build knowledge on how to turn women’s victimization into empowerment, from the 
personal to the policy level, and develop a strategy to tame the economic regime to embrace 
compassion for a humane-sustainable world.  

 

 

 

risti Poerwandari is currently the Vice Chair for Academic, Research and 
Students Affairs of the Graduate Program of Multidisciplinary Studies at 
Universitas Indonesia. She is also teaching at the Faculty of Psychology at 

the same university. Her education background is psychology, gender studies 
and philosophy. Apart from teaching, her major concern is in the prevention and 
intervention of gender-based violence and human violence in general. With 
some friends she set up PULIH Foundation, Center for Intervention of Trauma 
and Psychosocial Empowerment on July 2002, dreaming of the organization to 
be able to lead in learning and at the same time providing services as well as 
capacity building in the prevention and intervention of trauma. She is currently 

one of the board members of LBH APIK Jakarta, or the Legal Aids of the Association of Indonesian Women 
for Justice. (Email: ) 

W 
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Doing Transnational Feminist Research On/In Korea and ASEAN:  
My Personal Thoughts on the Possibilities of Transformative Projects? 

Rashidah Shuib 
 

Abstract 

oing feminist research is a new journey for many young researchers/scholars. But 
doing feminist research within the transnational framework may pose bigger 
challenges, unexpected dilemmas and debates as researchers grapple with 

conducting  good, ethical researches but having to do it collaboratively across borders.  
Drawing from her experience as one of the researchers in the IRRRAG seven-country research, 
the presenter aims at highlighting several aspects, namely: a) Korea, a developed Asian country 
and its relations with ASEAN, a bloc comprising of economically rich and poorer countries; a 
diverse but commonly tied by past colonial threads.  This is the conundrum of Korea-ASEAN---
are we the same or different? The challenge is how to frame a common ground/platform for 
research, b) The need to find this balance of transnational interests and local/country interests, 
c) Who are the research actors?  Only young scholars?  Can we involve the “communities of 
practice” in the collaboration? d)  What should be the research subject matters given ASEAN’s 
push for economic growth in the neoliberal economy.  

 

 

 
ashidah Shuib, a Fulbright-Hays scholar, graduated with a Ph.D. from 
Michigan State University, USA.  She is currently a Professor Dato’ at 
the Centre for Research on Women and Gender (KANITA), Universiti 

Sains Malaysia, where she was the Director from 2005-2012.  Her interests are 
in the intersections of gender, health and development issues. Prof Rashidah 
has led several international and national research projects in subjects such as 
sexual and reproductive health and rights, marriage and migration, domestic 
violence, microcredit and empowerment, gender and development. She was 
the Principal Investigator for the first national prevalence study on women’s 
well-being and domestic violence against women using the WHO multi-country 
questionnaire, generating a much needed baseline data on VAW in the 
country. At the international level, she is a founding Council member of the Association of Asian Women 
Studies (AAWS), the editorial committee of the Asian Journal of Women Studies (AJWS), the Advisory 
Committee and faculty of the Ewha Global Empowerment Program (EGEP) and the Korean-ASEAN 
Cooperation Project (KACP) of Ewha Womans University, Seoul. Prof Rashidah was a member of the 
Gender Advisory Panel (GAP) of the Department of Reproductive Health, WHO, Geneva (2001-2007).  From 
1995-1999, she was a member of the International Women’s Advisory Panel of the IPPF, London.  Currently, 
Dr. Rashidah is a Board member of the Asian-Pacific Resource & Research Centre for Women (ARROW), a 
regional NGO. She considers herself as an academic activist. (Email: rashidahshuib@usm.my) 
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Doing Transnational Feminist Research On/In Korea and ASEAN 

Eun-Shil Kim 

 

Abstract 

Doing transnational feminist research surrounding 6 topics by young scholars from Korea-
ASEAN countries would be an interesting attempt as well as a challenge to the ways of 
producing, interpreting and sharing feminist knowledge as well as gender politics. In doing 
feminist research, the framing of epistemology, methodology and ethics usually has been 
national and differences among women are discussed as the products of different nationality, 
class, sexuality, religion, etc. Differences are emphasized in transnational feminisms but 
differences as inquiries are not explored much.  I will discuss about what is doing feminist 
research in glo/calization and how it would be different from feminist research done in the 
frame of the nation-state in Asia. At the same time, it would be a challenge to many young 
scholars because feminist research usually demands researchers’ critical engagement and 
participation in research process and social transformation. While the academia is also largely 
controlled by the logic of neoliberalism with the emphasis on the competitiveness with the 
number of publications, the amount of research funds, promotions, etc., it is a political 
challenge to many young scholars whose everyday lives are strongly affected by the neoliberal 
regime.  

 
un-Shil Kim is currently a professor in the Department of Women's Studies 
and the director of Korean Women’s Institute at Ewha Womans University. 
At the same time, she has been serving on one of the Co-editors of the 

Asian Journal of Women's Studies and is now serving as Vice-President of the Asian 
Association of Women's Studies. When the Asian Center for Women's Studies at 
Ewha organized the Interdisciplinary Congress on Women in 2005, she served as 
the secretary general for the Congress. She has been involved in developing the 
intellectual community of feminist scholars in Asia since 1995 when she became a 
professor at Ewha Womans University. She has done research in the field of 
women's bodies, sexuality, nationalism, globalization and migration, feminist 

knowledge production and post-development issues. She published many books and articles including 
recent papers "The Politics of Institutionalizing Feminist Knowledge: Discussing 'Asian Women's Studies in 
South Korea," "The Experiment of Noh Moo-Hyun Government Done through Women's Policies," etc. 
(Email: eunshil@ewha.ac.kr) 
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 2016 KACP Collaborative Research Development Workshop 

 

 

 

Research Framework and Research Proposals 

 

 

 

Moderator:  Aurora Javate de Dios 

6 Research Team and Coordinators:  

1) Violence Against Women: Odine de Guzman 

2) Peace, Environment, and Security: Mia Siscawati 

3) Ethnicity, Religion, and Sexuality: Noraida Endut  

4) Gender, Migration, and Culture: Julia Jiwon Shin 

5) Femininity, Pop-Culture, and the Beauty Industry: Chalidaporn Songsamphan  

6) Gender/Sexual Education and Culture: Aileen Park 
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Research Framework Presentation and Plenary Discussion 

 

 

Moderator 

 

 

 

 

 

Aurora Javate de Dios 

urora Javate de Dios is currently the Executive Director of the Women and Gender, 
Miriam College’s Advocacy Center for Women’s Right and Gender Equality. She is the 
Philippines Representative to the ASEAN Commission on the Promotion and Protection 

of Women and Children’s Rights. Prof. de Dios was the National Chairperson of the National 
Commission on the Role of Filipino Women (NCRFW) where she worked towards the passage of 
two landmark laws – the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act and the Violence Against Women and 
their Children Act. Prof. de Dios  has been   active as co-convener  in various  women’s 
organizations such as the Women’s Peace Table which supports the peace process  between the 
Philippine government and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front  and promotes UN Security Council 
resolution 1325; Women’s Studies Association of the Philippines. (Email: 
aurorajavatededios@gmail.com)  
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A Proposal for Conceptualizing Gender Violence Research in Korea-ASEAN: 
Intersectional and Comparative 

Odine de Guzman 

 

Research Framework 

sing the individual problematique of the projects of this research team as take off-
point, this presentation proposes the use of the concepts of intersectionality and 
feminist comparative method, underpinned by a general human rights framework, in 

addressing some of the theoretical and practical concerns of doing research and advocacy work 
on gender violence in Korea and ASEAN region.  

The research projects of Su Yin Htun in Myanmar and Viengdavong Luangsithideth in Lao 
PDR examine local cultural issues that allow for violence against women and girls, including 
early marriage, to flourish in their respective communities, even as consciousness-raising 
projects and advocacy to stop violence in these communities are still few and greatly needed. 
Cultural differences among the ethnic groups and still deeply entrenched patriarchal practices 
in these communities are major challenges to addressing issues of violence and discrimination, 
as these are compounded by everyday economic issues and by the larger socio-political milieu. 
In the face of all these, the exercise of women’s human rights continues to be principles on 
paper. One important challenge the research hopes to address is how to make the exercise of 
rights actual. This research team proposes the employment of the feminist concept of 
intersectionality in order to address, and make sense of, the several overlapping and 
intersecting issues of received gender roles and assumptions, ethnic specificities, economic 
realities and challenges and state laws and decisions. From this more nuanced illustration of 
the milieu of violence against women in these communities, it is hoped that a better 
understanding of the complex issue would emerge, and eventually, a more realistic program of 
strategies of action in addressing violence.  

The lens of intersectionality could also lend an angle to analyzing the problematique of the 
concept of human rights, which is usually understood to be a kind of western idea, in relation 
to the dynamics of the specificities of local culture, national, and international politics, as the 
research of Heo Min Sook from South Korea, addresses this concern.  

Overall, the presentations of this research team hope to illustrate the potentials of the lens of 
the intersectionality approach to dealing with the issues of violence against women in Korea-
ASEAN region, as the utility of a feminist comparative approach is examined.    

 

 

U
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dine Maria M. de Guzman, Ph.D., is director of the University of the 
Philippines Center for Women’s and Gender Studies and professor at 
the Department of English and Comparative Literature, University of 

the Philippines, Diliman. She has served as deputy director of the UP Center for 
Women’s Studies from 2005 to 2011 and as coordinator of the Graduate Studies 
Program of the College of Arts and Letters, UP Diliman from 2013-2014. She is 
editor of From Saudi with Love: 100 Poems by OFWs (UP OVCRD, 2003) and 
Body Politics: Essays on Cultural Representations of Women’s Bodies (UPCWS, 
2002). She has book chapters in: The Family in Flux in Southeast Asia: 
Institution, Ideology, Practice, edited by Yoko Hayami, Junko Koizumi, 

Chalidaporn Songsamphan, and Ratana Tosakul (Kyoto and Chiang Mai: Kyoto University Press and 
Silkworm Books, 2012), Migration and Gender in Globalized Asia, edited by Huh Ra-Keum (Seoul: Hanul 
Academy, 2011) and Traveling-Nation Makers: Transnational Flows and Movements in the Making of 
Modern Southeast Asia, edited by Caroline S. Hau and Kasian Tejapira (Singapore: Kyoto University Press 
and National University of Singapore Press, 2011).  She has been a recipient of several fellowships, including 
a Five College-Ford Associateship in Global Women’s Studies at Mount Holyoke College and Visiting 
Lectureship at Smith College under the Five College Women’s Studies Research Center in Massachusetts, 
JSPS Visiting Research Fellow under the Core University Exchange Program at the Center for Southeast 
Asian Studies, Kyoto University, and Visiting Faculty Exchange Fellow to the University of Sussex, Brighton 
under the British Council Higher Education Link in Women’s Studies. (Email: odine.de.guzman@up.edu.ph) 
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Reflecting the Past, Sharing the Present:  

East Asian Women’s Movement against Violence and Coalition Building 

Min Sook Heo 

 

Research Proposal 

Given the witness that adopting or using human rights language does not automatically 
produce emancipatory effects for women, it is important to explore the ways in which the 
concept of women’s human rights plays a crucial role in eradicating violence against women in 
Southeast Asian contexts. This research will be based on multiple methods, including 
document research, group discussions with key activists and researchers, participant 
observation, and frame analysis. It is important to listen to feminist activists who confront 
concrete and real obstacles and struggle to realize women’s human rights in their local contexts. 
In this respect, this project bridges a gap between the human rights concept defenders and its 
opponents by showing the contradictory position in which a local feminist movement is 
situated. 

This research will examine broader political, economic, and cultural contexts in which local 
and international pressures operate differently in stopping violence against women such as 
sexual assault, stalking, domestic violence, etc. My research attempts to explore the ways in 
which the concept of women’s human rights plays a crucial role in eradicating violence against 
women in South-East Asian contexts. Given the witness that adopting or using human rights 
language does not automatically produce emancipatory effects for women, my research aims to 
contextualize situated feminist strategies, their successes, and their limitations. 

My early research was the first empirical study in South Korea of legislation and of the 
applicability of transnational feminist legal models for ending domestic violence. At the 
transnational level, the ‘women’s human rights’ framework has been widely accepted and 
celebrated by human rights activists as the best way to combat violence against women. 
However, my dissertation showed that feminist activists at the local level confront serious and 
contextual obstacles to this framework, forcing them to develop more culturally relevant 
framing such as “the preservation of the family.” 

Future research is needed to bridge the gap between ideological principles and realistic political 
needs in various national settings. I propose that the notion of “cultural entrapment”– which 
does not deny the usefulness of human rights but reveals its practical limitations or political 
dissonance – could be an important concept for developing and practicing a transferable or 
flexible universalism. It is important to identify and compare the contextual trajectory in which 
“needs are translated into rights” rather than blindly pursue or discard human rights language. 
In doing this, special attention should be given also to whether transnational forces and 
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political support can impact specific nation states on behalf of women’s human rights and what 
kind of women’s movement might provoke appropriate state responses or resistance. Certainly, 
research needs to abandon the assumptions of the universality of Western democratic 
experience as a precondition for successful social movements and pay closer attention to the 
particularities of different political cultures and institutions so that movements like the Korean 
anti-DV movement do not mistakenly assume that institutionalization is a good way to help 
battered women. 

This new project will be based on multiple methods, including document research, group 
discussions with key activists and researchers, participant observation, and frame analysis. It is 
important to listen to feminist activists who confront concrete and real obstacles and struggle 
to realize women’s human rights in their local contexts. In this respect, this project bridges a 
gap between the human rights concept defenders and its opponents by showing the 
contradictory position in which a local feminist movement is situated. Exploring broader 
political, economic, and cultural contexts in which local and international pressures operate 
differently could both improve social movement theories and help activists and advocates 
envision new and more realistic possibilities and strategies for more effective transnational 
coalition building and local feminist organizing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

in Sook Heo is a Research Professor, Korean Women’s Institute, 
Ewha Womans University since 2013. She was a Research Fellow of 
Women’s Institute, Seoul National University (2011-2013). She 
received her Ph.D in Women’s Studies, The Ohio State University, 

USA in 2008. Her research interest is Global Feminism, Transnational Feminist 
Movements, Violence Against Women, Domestic Violence, Feminist Theory, 
Women’s Human Rights. (Email: minsheo@gmail.com) 

M 
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Reducing Violence against Women and Children and 
Ending Child Marriage in Lao PDR 

Viengdavong Luangsithideth 

 

Research Proposal 

Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) is a country with 6.689 million people (in 2014), 
80% of whom live in rural areas, while 60% is under 25 years of age. Lao PDR is a landlocked 
country, which creates another level of vulnerability as most trade must pass through Thailand. 
It is ranked 122 out of 169 countries in the Human Development Index (2011). Approximately 
80% of the population live in rural areas and about 70% live on less than USD 2 a day.  

Lao PDR is the country with the largest number of unexploded ordinances in the world, which 
currently affects 25% of villages and poses a huge challenge to human security and to access to 
land for a population still largely dependent on subsistence agriculture. Classified as a least 
developed country, Lao PDR's recent record in improving living standards is impressive. 
Poverty rates have fallen from 46% in 1992 to 27.6% in 2008. However, ethnic and 
geographical inequalities persist with poverty proportions in the north at a 12 percentage 
points higher than in the centre or south. Lao PDR embraced economic reform in 1986, 
beginning to decentralize power and encourage private sector investment and integration with 
most of its neighbors in the Association of South East Asian women, outside the country in 
search of work. Women constitute some 70% of the country’s migrants, with many more who 
migrate via informal or illegal channels being unaccounted for. Sex-disaggregated data on 
migration is poor, but anecdotal evidence shows that increasing numbers of women are 
migrating to Thailand as undocumented workers in service and domestic sectors, vulnerable to 
abuse, exploitation and human trafficking. The major is who are lack of livelihood 
opportunities is pushing greater numbers of women, especially younger, rural and also Laos has 
a long history of migration to Thailand due to that country’s proximity, cultural and linguistic 
similarities and higher economic standing (2000). 

The high illiteracy rate among women, especially those in certain ethnic groups, and the 
persistent gap between literacy rates of men and women (89% for men and 78% for women 
aged 15-24) is a cause for concern. This is compounded by an inadequate educational 
infrastructure, and cultural attitudes that hinder girls’ education and force them to drop out to 
assist in agricultural work or domestic chores. Women’s ability to obtain non-agricultural 
employment, and participate in decision-making, is severely hampered by their low levels of 
education. For example, boys or girls from other ethnic groups do not share the same progress 
in school enrollment rates, lowest progress in education for girl and women remain among the 
lowest; education is widely perceived as an indicator of the status of women and even more 
importantly, as an agent for the empowerment of women. 
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Education and health for women and girls in Laos in recent decades are improving. However, 
women are still dying of childbirth and girls continue to drop out of school at alarming rates, 
especially in rural areas. Women do not hold decision-making power in their households. 
Economic opportunities for women, although improving remain constrained. It is clear that 
gender inequality hinders development. However, Laos is trying to overcome these challenges. 

The prevalence of gender-based violence, especially domestic violence, is a widespread, 
although largely ‘hidden’ problem, with its underlying causes being weak or absent definitions 
and distinctions of violence in legislation address domestic violence or marital rape; a culture 
of silence and impunity; poor access to justice for women in rural, ethnic communities; and an 
absence of data and information on the incidence of violence and on the availability of services 
for survivors, especially among young women; 60% of victims are from girls between age 12-18 
years. In the year 2009 survey by GRID, though not nationally representative, shows that 
physical (including sexual) violence by a male intimate partner occurs in all provinces, and 
survey found that the most commonly attributed causes of physical violence against women 
were that their spouse was drunk, drug or about money or work related problems. The 
Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) 2006 found that nationally, 81% of women (aged 
15-49) believe that a husband is justified in beating his wife/partner for any of the following 
reasons: when she goes out without telling him, when she neglects the children: when she 
argues with him; when she refuses sexual relations with him, and when she burns the food. 
Female sex workers are particularly at risk of sexual and other forms of violence a high level of 
violence and abuse by clients “manager” and authorities, they’re no legal protection or support. 
Laos’s law increasingly recognizes women’s rights, particularly with the 2004 adoption of the 
Law on Development and Protection of Women (LDPW). However, many factors affect how 
violence against women a defined and whether it is even considered, some causes just think 
that about problem within family, spousal violence has become a major cause of divorce in 
Laos. Domestic violence was the second most common cause of divorce. Regarding rape is 
criminalized by law, with punishment set at 3-5 years imprisonment, with longer sentences 
and/or capital punishment for victims under age 18, or in case of serious injury or death. Lao 
law does not contain specific penalties for child prostitution, but the penalty for sex with a 
child under age 15 (the age of consent) is 1-5 year imprisonment and fines. Domestic violence 
is illegal, though there is no law against marital rape.  

Moreover, the marriage age of girls to 15 to 18 year old its majority in rural areas, ethnic Lao 
partners have a considerable degree of freedom in choosing a spouse, and marriage on young 
age is many girls also have quickly to divorces or become (widow) and the continuous problems 
appear in my country. Young marriage and rural women are much more likely to rely on village 
based justice and on customary law. This is because they tend to be illiterate and have limited 
Lao language skills, less educated on rights and ledge issues; and those in rural ethnic regions 
are less able to travel from their village. Knowledge about customary law is also quite limited, 
but the link between custom and Lao PDR in many ethnicities indicates that the range of 
customary practices is likely to be diverse, orally reproduced, and linked to traditional 
relationships to land as well as to traditional gender roles.  
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Research Focus 

Based on the main focus in this research is qualitative research, with the focus are: 1) public 
awareness raising on violence against women and children, 2) promotion of the advancement 
of women and gender equality, 3) promotion of children’s rights in education because 
education patterns among girls and boys and the effect on delaying marriage, 4) strengthening 
the capacity of concerned organizations and responsibility of social organizations. 

 

Objectives of the Research 

This research has objectives such as: 1) public awareness raising on violence against women and 
children, should be increase the awareness and responsiveness of law enforcement, 
governments to the issues of gender violence including child bride; prevention, protection, 
provision assistance to the victims of violence and handling of such violence to protect the 
rights and legitimate interests of women and children; aim at eliminating all forms of violence 
against women and children, uphold the roles, dignity of women and children, achieve the 
gender equality, and contribute to develop society in order to maintain peace, public order, 
solidarity, justice and civilization, protect and develop the country; 2) promotion of the 
advancement of women and gender equality increase understanding of gender equality; enable 
more women to join decision-making positions; provide opportunities for women and girls to 
access health care, education, training, employment, income generation, infrastructure, and 
social protection; promote wider participation of women from all ethnic groups in economic 
activities and social services; and strengthen gender machinery in-country, especially the 
National Strategy for the Advancement of Women (NCAW). Increased agricultural 
productivity and opportunities for off-farm jobs are pulling some households, and certain 
regions, out of poverty, and providing new economic opportunities for women, reducing 
vulnerability and increasing opportunity. Especially for women in the rural, the man must 
more understanding about gender and women and man must get equal right; 3) promotion of 
children’s rights in education because education patterns among girls and boys and the effect 
on delaying marriage to raise awareness of the above issues and the related dangers of youth in 
Laos’s country; increase awareness regarding child marriage laws and the consequences of child 
marriage among individuals, families and the community, use of media to inform and support 
norm change to end child marriage, increased commitment of programmers to prevent and 
mitigate risk of child marriage, and the government should develops supportive policy 
frameworks with adequate resourcing across ministries to increase educational, economic and 
social opportunities for girls at risk of child marriage; 4) strengthening the capacity of 
concerned organizations and responsibility of social organizations this is very important, the 
organization must ability to represent the interests of women from more remote areas and 
should be deep understanding of sector specific about gender issues which effective streaming 
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in practice, and these must streaming with diary work relevant, at provincial and capital 
administrative levels, creating a broad network of gender focal points, and then give them more 
policy narrowing gender gaps; strengthen the development of legal, regulatory, social welfare 
systems for the women and children should be protected by the government from violence 
abuse, including fully implementing key existing laws and policies to combat violence against 
women with adequate resources made available to do so. More and better work with 
communities, men and boys, and in school is also needed to challenge and transform 
damaging attitudes from an early age that eventually perpetuate violence against women. 

  

Methodology 

Laos is at a critical juncture to harness its economic growth to ensure that everyone can benefit. 
To achieve this, it’s necessary for place gender equality and women’s empowerment at the 
center of its national development plans, this research about qualitative methods according to 
the the purpose of this research is to get information and to describe about 4 focus as: 1) public 
awareness rising on violence against women and children, 2) promotion of the advancement of 
women and gender equality, 3) promotion of children’s rights in education because education 
patterns among girls and boys and the effect on delaying marriage, 4) strengthening the 
capacity of concerned organizations and responsibility of social organizations. 

The results of this research where conducted at the 3 provinces: Vientiane Capital, 
Luangprabang Province and Khammeuan Province, revealed that: Each province were visited 
by researcher to dig information and getting the Village data from the local government, heads 
of district, head of village, woman, man and children. Secondary data were collected based on 
data in the Local Department of Gender in each province. 

Data collection techniques which were used include: (1) in-depth interviews, (2) participant 
observation, and (3) study the documentation. Data were collected through three techniques 
are organized, interpreted, and in-depth analysis, either through the analysis of the case and 
cross-case analysis in order to formulate abstract concepts and research findings. The credibility 
of the data is checked by the procedure of triangulation, member checking, and peer 
discussion. 

 

Conclusions 

This research has shown that in tandem with economic growth and development, gains have 
been made in promoting gender equality, in endowments, economic opportunity and agency. 
The country’s increased integration with its neighbors has resulted in more opportunities for 
women and men alike. But at the same time, economic integration is also increasing risks, in 
particular for vulnerable groups, who are accustomed to a traditional way of life. The 
assessment has illustrated that special measures are needed to help women take advantage of 
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the opportunities economic growth brings. Special efforts are also needed to bring 
development to women from ethnic groups and to listen to and act on their specific needs. 

Violence against women remains a persistent challenge in Lao PDR, and one which cuts across 
all classes and ethnicities. Measures are required to address this challenge in the form of broad 
policy, advocacy efforts, and programs to challenge perceptions and attitudes to domestic 
violence and to increase awareness of women’s legal rights to protection and redress.  Specific 
capacity-building is needed of service providers in the health, law enforcement and judiciary 
and village mediation units, in order to address the multiple dimensions of violence against 
women and girls through training and an enhanced coordination system. Increased support to 
protection services by qualified personnel is also needed in order to better respond to victim of 
gender-based violence and their families. Including government develops supportive policy 
frameworks with adequate resourcing across ministries to increase educational, economic and 
social opportunities for girls at risk of child marriage, use of the media to inform and support 
norm change to end child marriage and provide more girls and women have priority 
opportunity access to quality education because only through educating girls can we make 
meaningful sustainable development possible, as stated in the United Nation News Centre by 
Michelle Kwan (2015) said that “when women and girls are able to fully participate in and 
contribute to society whether in sports, school, or the workplace they help create stronger and 
more stable communities.” 
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Legal Protection on Women in Myanmar against Domestic Violence 

Su Yin Htun 

 

Research Proposal 

Violence against women (VAW) is a worldwide phenomenon which cuts across cultures, 
nations, and social and age groups.  It is not confined to a specific culture, region or country, 
or to particular groups of women within a society. The international community has 
committed itself to protect the rights and dignity through the numerous treaties and 
declarations. Violence against women has received growing attention at the United Nations as 
a form of discrimination and a violation of women’s human rights. The root causes of violence 
against women are dominated gender norms and the unequal power balance between men and 
women.  

As Myanmar is multi-ethnic country, every ethnic has social custom and traditional culture for 
women. Women in the society have to keep their culture and custom whether they are 
educated or not. In tracing the Myanmar tradition, men hold the higher status than women as 
the heads of family and decision-makers for both financial and social affairs. As the custom, 
Myanmar married women are used to be housewife to do the house work and to nurture the 
children. They face the intimate partner violence, sexual violence by non-partners, trafficking 
in women, torture or cruel act, discrimination, socio-cultural attitudes, male authority on day-
to-day function, dowry disputes, high risk of reproductive health and sexually transmitted 
infections such as AIDS. The reasons for the most women who are victims of domestic violence 
are poverty, lack or low of education, early marriage, less probability of work opportunity, 
religion and racial discrimination, low income of big family and so on.  Domestic violence such 
as physical, mental and sexual takes place in the family or community on the social relation as 
harmful traditional practices. Currently, Myanmar is moving forward to gain the sustainable 
development in all sectors by closely monitoring the human rights impact through the National 
Human Rights Committee.  

I will organize seven parts into my paper. In the Historical feature of Domestic Violence against 
Women in Myanmar, I will present about the Myanmar traditional culture from the king 
dynasty till now. I will describe the terms of Child marriage, Discrimination, Sexual Partner, 
violence, domestic violence, etc under the title of Terminology. Regarding the title of Forms of 
Domestic Violence, Physical, Psychological, Sexual, Emotional, Economical forms of Domestic 
Violence will be prescribed. Then, Women’s Rights such as the Rights of Education, Health, 
Employment, Rights to participate in the community development will be discussed under the 
title of Women’s Rights.  In the part of International Protection on Domestic Violence against 
Women, the provisions of CEDAW, CRC, ICCPR, ICESCR, CAT, The Beijing Declaration 
and Platform for Action, ACTIP, International convention on the Protection of the Rights of 
All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, ASEAN DEVAW and Convention on 
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Racial Discrimination will be set. Under the title of Legal Protection on Domestic Violence 
against Women in Myanmar, special measures, Policy measures, the taking activities of 
Myanmar Women's Affairs Federation (MWAF), Myanmar National Committee for Women 
Affairs (MNCWA) and implementation of international norms and standards on violence 
against women will be explored. The current existing violence and necessary protection will be 
presented as the Necessities to end the Domestic Violence against Women.  

In order to do critical research, I have to refer the book materials of domestic and international 
literature.  

 

Research Objectives 

The research objectives are to provide the substantive equality between man and woman, to 
respect, protect and promote the women’s rights under the National, Regional and 
International and to prevent and reduce the domestic violence in all its forms.   

 

Research Question 

Why do the protection on domestic violence against women need for the Myanmar Society 
which possesses the social, cultural and economic risks?  

 

Research Methodologies 

My research will be based on the data collected through qualitative method. I have to do the 
interviews on the educated, non-educated, poor and rich women in order to get the 
information about the domestic violence against women. And then, I will use the primary and 
secondary data collection from domestic laws, International treaties and initiatives of Human 
Rights Actors such as INGOs and NGOs. 

 

Contents 

1. Historical feature of Domestic Violence against Women in Myanmar 
2. Terminology  
3. Forms of Domestic Violence  
4. Women’s Rights  
5. International Protection on Domestic Violence against Women  
6. Legal Protection on Domestic Violence against Women in Myanmar  
7. Necessities to end the Domestic Violence against Women 
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u Yin Htun is an assistant lecturer of Mandalay University, Myanmar. 
She was appointed as a tutor at Meikhtilar University in 2005 and then 
promoted as assistant lecturer at Taunggyi University. Next, she has 

been transferred from Taunggyi University to Mandalay University. Her work 
experience on teaching is over ten years. She got the LLB in 2004, LLM in 2006 
and PhD in 2016 (graduation ceremony is not yet held). She participated in the 
internal seminar and external seminar. She presented the papers in the 
international seminars. Bilateral Cooperation On Anti-Trafficking In Persons 
Between The Kingdom of Thailand and the Republic of the Union of Myanmar 
(Seminar of Taunggyi University Anniversary in 2014), Social Protection; Health 
Ppotection on Mine Workers in Myanmar (Workshop of Raoul Wallenburg 

Institute in Cambodia in 2015. Legal Protection on Internally Displaced Persons in Myanmar (Workshop of 
Raoul Wallenburg Institute in Lund, Sweden in 2015). Her doctoral research is ‘Legal Issues of Foreign 
Direct Investment in Myanmar Mining Sector’ which is done within 2012-2016. She could point out the 
weaknesses of Myanmar national laws, violation of Human Rights including child rights and women’s 
rights, poor implementation of international standards and environmental degradation by mining business. 
(Email: sweetyhtun79@gmail.com)  
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Peace, Environment, and Security: Gendered Dynamics within Multi-layered 
Relations of Power 

 
Mia Siscawati 

 

Research Framework 

 
onflict and peace building process have gendered dynamics.  Women and girls face 
different problems and situations in conflict areas. The United Nations has recognized 
this situation by enacting United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 (2000), 

whose main goals are the need to address women and girls’ specific needs, and to reinforce 
women’s capacities to act as agents in relief and recovery processes, in conflict and post-conflict 
situations. Women and girls also have important role in peace-building at different levels. 
Subsequent UN resolutions have highlighted the role of women as key actors in economic 
recovery, social cohesion and political legitimacy. Notably, the United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 2122 (2013) recognises “… that the economic empowerment of women 
greatly contributes to the stabilisation of societies emerging from armed conflict”.   
 
At the ground level, however, peace is always considered as the issue or matter handled or only 
related or concerned the two conflicting parties. In the case where conflict has turned into war, 
many peace-building processes exclude women, or their perspectives are hardly heard, as they 
are considered as mostly non-combatants. There has been limited attention on women’s 
perspectives, narratives, and insights on conflict, war, and peace.  Eka Srimulyani, a researcher 
from Islamic State University of Ar-Raniry, Aceh, Indonesia, will be conducting a research 
aimed to uncover all of these in the context of war and peace building in Aceh, Indonesia.  
This research is expected to offer new realities in looking at the women and peace process, by 
documenting the narratives of the sub-altern in the context of armed conflict and peace 
process. This will also deconstruct the perspectives of war that always analyzed from masculine 
points of view, and the perspective that war is only a matter between two conflicting [armed] 
groups, and disregarded other civilian groups of the community such as women.      
 
In discussing women’s participation in peace building process, it is important to pay attention 
on feminist leadership which requires paying attention to power sharing, authority, and 
decision making in peace building processes with the spirit of gender equality.  Mai Aye Aye 
Aung of Myanmar Institute of Theology will be conducting research on feminist leadership for 
effective and sustainable peace building process in Myanmar.  According to Mai Aye Aye Aung, 
feminist leadership is beware of gender binary and stereotypes which believed that men can 
also be pro-feminist and can lead with feminist goals in mind.  In her research, she will be 
paying attention to the distribution of power and seeking democratic relationships are complex 
goals of feminism that demand that the country attend to look not only to gender, but also to 
other forms of oppression and privilege because Myanmar people's life experiences, values, and 
thoughts reflecting the impact of ethnicity, race, class and gender. 
 
Environmental conflicts, which include the ones caused by environmental-related policies and 
programs, also have gendered dynamics. Environmental conflicts put women and girls of 

C
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different social groups in certain problems and struggles.  Meanwhile, efforts to address 
environmental issues, including international mechanism such as REDD+ (Reduction of 
Emission from Deforestation and Forest Degradation, could have limited attention on 
problems and needs of women and girls  of different social groups.  In addition, the efforts 
could create conflict among key actors.  These actors develop gendered responses in order to 
secure their positions. Security in this context relates to complex gendered relations of power.  
 
In her research project, Phan Phuong Hao of Institute of Cultural Studies, Vietnamese 
Academy of Social Sciences will be focusing on the actual experiences and the voices of local 
people in Kala Tongu Village, an ethnic minority community that has been prepared and 
approved as a site level of REDD+ plans by UN-REDD Phase II in Vietnam since 2014. 
Adopting feminist political ecology framework for her research, she will explore the role of 
different gendered factors in determining local access to forest and forestland including and 
connection with powerful parties as well as how these factors are gendered.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ia Siscawati holds a PhD and Master Degree in Anthropology from the 
University of Washington, USA. She also holds Master Degree in 
International Sustainable Development with focus on gender and 

sustainable development from Brandeis University, USA. She did her 
undergraduate degree in forestry at Bogor Agricultural University.  She teaches 
and serves as head of Graduate Program in Gender Studies, Graduate Program in 
Multidisciplinary Studies at University of Indonesia (UI). She also teaches at the 
Graduate Program in Anthropology, Department of Anthropology, Faculty of 
Social and Political Sciences at UI. In addition, she also joins the Center for 
Anthropological Studies, Faculty of Social and Political Scienes at UI. Her work 

focuses on feminist political ecology, gender and environment, gender and land tenure, gender and 
agrarian conflicts, gender and socio-ecological crisis, gender and food security, gender, environment and 
peace. In addition to teaching and doing research, Mia continues to involve in social movements in 
Indonesia. (Email: miasisca@gmail.com) 
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Uncovering the Sub-alternity: 

The Peace Process in Women’s Perspectives, Narratives, and Agencies 

Eka Srimulyani 

 

Research Proposal 

ringing history and looking at the facts from the eye or perspectives of women are 
overlooked in most important phases of people’s history and narratives, especially in 
war time as well peace process. Peace is always considered as the issue or matter 

handled or only related to or concerned with the two conflicting combatant parties. As mostly 
non-combatants, women are excluded from the process, or hardly heard their perspectives. A 
number of peace processes around the world have suggested so. In a number of the peace talks, 
only very few, and even none of women played significant roles as peace negotiators.  

Therefore, to balance the perspectives and narratives, the small research is aimed to study 
women’s perspective on peace, their initiatives and positions and roles during the armed 
conflict, and in the peace process. It also try to uncover specific narratives and their insights on 
war and peace. To gain the data, the research will employ in depth interview with women from 
conflict affected areas, women leaders, civil society organizations which engaged in the 
humanitarian actions during armed conflict and peace process, peace organization. This 
research will also utilize case study method to study the subject deeply, by focusing on some 
women; to observe their narratives and agencies in peace. The locus of this research is Aceh, 
one of provinces in Indonesia that experienced three decades of  civil war from 1976 – 2005. 

This research is expected to offer new realities in looking at the women and peace process, by 
documenting the narratives of the sub-altern in the context of armed conflict and peace 
process. This will also deconstruct the perspectives of war that always analyzed from masculine 
points of view, and the perspective that war is only a matter between two conflicting [armed] 
groups, and disregarded other civilian groups of the community such as women.  From 
practical point of view, this research is expected to produce some insight that can be follow up 
to produce an inclusive peace that embrace all of the community groups, including women, 
which quantitatively constitutes half the total population indeed. 

 

 

 

 

 

B
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ka Srimulyani is a professor at Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, 
State Islamic University of Ar-Raniry, Banda Aceh Indonesia. She is also 
one of senior researchers at the International Centre for Aceh and Indian 

Ocean Studies (ICAIOS). Over the years of rehabilitation and reconstruction 
post-conflict and tsunami Aceh, she was involved in either in assisting the 
empowerment programs or research activities, especially through one of AusAid 
post tsunami projects in Aceh. Most of her research focuses on women, Islam, 
and other social issues such as education, conflict, culture etc. Her current 
research project is studying the peace building and the agency of female 
educational leaders in Aceh, a collaborative research between ICAIOS and the 
University of Amsterdam, and a the research project on Aftermath of Aid in Aceh, in which she is 
researching on the issues of women and livelihood in post-disaster Aceh, a collaborative research with the 
EOS of Nanjang Technological University of Singapore. She has published a number of works in the field of 
women and Islam, education, and culture especially within the Aceh context. Among her current 
publications is “Teungku Inong Dayah: Female Religious Leaders in Contemporary Aceh, Michael R Feener, 
et al., Islam and the Limits of the State: Reconfigurations of Ritual, Doctrine, Community and Authority in 
Contemporary Aceh, EJ. Brill, The Netherlands (2015). (Email: srimulyanieka@gmail.com) 
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Strengthening Feminist Leadership 

 for Effective and Sustainable Peace Building Process in Myanmar 

Mai Aye Aye Aung 

 

Research Proposal 

his research highlights the significant role of feminist leadership which requires 
paying attention to power sharing, authority, and decision making in peace building 
processes in Myanmar with the view of gender and peace agenda. It argues the need of 

feminist leadership not just women involvements in peace and reconciliation in Myanmar. 
Although it is important to increase numbers of women in leadership, feminist leadership is 
more than leadership style based in female socialization, and beware of gender binary and 
stereotypes which believed that men can also be pro-feminist and lead with feminist goals in 
mind. The distribution of power and seeking democratic relationships are complex goals of 
feminism that demand that the country attend to look not only to gender, but also to other 
forms of oppression and privilege because Myanmar people's life experiences, values, and 
thoughts reflecting the impact of ethnicity, race, class and gender. In early 2016 in Myanmar, 
the Noble peace leader Aung San Su Kyi's the National League for Democracy (NLD) won the 
election and Myanmar's parliament has elected Htin Kyaw from NLD as next president, the 
first civilian leader after more than 50 years of military rule. Most of citizens assumed that it is 
the best way for country's democracy journey. But on the other hand, there is only little hope 
for other minorities such as Kachin Independence Army, Rohingya refugees, etc. For that 
reason, people are questioning about what changes lay ahead for minorities people issues for 
reconciliation? Currently, many formal peace building activities and policies undergo because 
of lack of mutual understanding and acknowledgement of diverse communities in which they 
operate. Therefore, the need of gender sensitive to design a lasting peace that will be 
advantageous to empowering women as decision makers and actors in all areas of peace 
building is vital for the country like Myanmar; 135 different ethnic groups in the country 
excluding other minorities, religious conflicts are ongoing along with civil war. Poor in 
transparency, accountability and consistency, as well as peace and conflict issues create a fertile 
ground for growth in gender justice in the long run in such a country. Thus the research 
questions “How women are strengthening to become feminist leaders for peace processes and 
what suitable ways for this progress are?" This study aims to explore on acknowledging the role 
of women as peacemakers and peace builders in their community level, regional level, and 
country level; and to ensure that women's needs are addressed. The researcher intends to 
interview 10 experts who are actively participated in country's development, peace, gender, and 
politic fields in country level within Yangon Region. The participants are both men and 
women in consultancy position age 30 years and above. It is hoped that the outcome of this 

T 
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study raises the requirement of feminist leadership in peace process and empower women 
which need to fill the gap of gender justice and women empowerment need in Myanmar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ai Aye Aye Aung is currently working as a Dean of Liberal Arts at 
Myanmar Institute of Theology (MIT). Her professional and work 
background over the last 8 years is especially strong in projects 

planning and management, educational management, and teaching business & 
management courses. After she obtained Master of Business Administration 
from Assumption University (Thailand), she worked as an Assistant Lecturer at 
MIT starting from 2007. During early 2010, the institute asked me to help 
community development because the program was started running as project 
and not yet transformed into one of the departments of the institute. From 
that time, she became Head of Community Development Department and she 

had chances to develop a new department from the scratch. She was promoted as a Lecturer in 2013 and 
became Dean of Liberal Arts starting from November 2015. She had done Internship as a Service Learning 
Coordinator for six months at Miriam College, Philippine (2009-2010); finished Community Development 
Leadership by Women Post Graduate Program in Coady International Institute, St. Xavier University, 
Canada (2012); completed post graduate diploma in Business Law, Yangon University (2015); made small 
researches on women leadership. (Email: maiayeaye@gmail.com) 
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Gender Relations in Access to Forest at REDD+ Pilot Projects:  

A Case Study from Vietnam 

Phan Phuong Hao 

 

Research Proposal 

EDD+ or Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation is a global-
scale initiative proposed by Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) to provide financial rewards for forest-dependent 

communities in developing countries. Research on REDD+, where available, is mostly 
concerned with the one-way impacts of state policies and REDD+ on livelihoods of local 
communities (Larson et. al. 2013; Yasmi et. al. 2012, Angelsen et. al. 2009). These studies, due 
to their top-down and macro-level approach, are likely to overlook crucial issues such as the 
interactions of claims and actors at multiple scales in shaping forest access under REDD+. This 
suggests that there might be a mismatch between what current studies have been trying to 
capture and the realization of REDD+ in specific sites.  

In this proposed project, I seek to understand the actual experiences and the voices of local 
people in Kala Tongu village, an ethnic minority community that has been prepared and 
approved as a site level of REDD+ plans by UN-REDD Phase II in Vietnam since 20141. 
Particularly, I focus on the influence of different factors such as conjugal relationship, kinship 
(Jackson 2003) and connection with powerful parties on local access to forest and forestland as 
well as how these factors are gendered. I argue that at village level, while women tend to rely on 
conjugal relationship to gain access to forest, men are inclined to benefit from forest through 
kinship and connection with powerful parties. Moreover, male and female members in the 
village are likely to employ gendered strategies to articulate their perceptions over elite grabs of 
common properties or marginalization of certain social groups in their community. As my 
research findings suggest, women express their strong opinion about the unequal aspects of 
selection process (for forest protection or micro-credit schemes associated with REDD+) and 
use rumors/gossips to push their agendas. This is especially so in ethnic groups where 
matrilineal systems are still socially acceptable like Kala Tongu village. Meanwhile, male 
villagers involved in my research are more reserved and formal when it comes to discussing 
those issues. This proposed research, by addressing and respecting these gendered dynamics of 
local access to forest at REDD+ pilot sites would have relevant implications for the process of 
REDD+ implementation in Vietnam and other developing countries. 

                                                             
1 According to 
http://www.vietnamredd.org/Web/Default.aspx?tab=newsdetail&zoneid=107&subzone=157&itemid=1020&lang=en-US 
(retrieved on 16 May 2016) 
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I propose that a conceptual framework built on Feminist Political Ecology (Rocheleau et al. 
1996) with access as a central concept will be useful in tackling my research puzzle. This project 
is based on one-year fieldwork research in Hanoi and Central Highlands of Vietnam using 
mostly qualitative methods such as in-depth interview, life histories, participant observation 
and photo voice to collect data.  

Cited references 

Angelsen et al., 2009, Realising REDD+: National strategy and policy options, CIFOR: Bogor, 
Indonesia. 

Crenshaw, K., 1989, Demarginalising the intersection of race and sex: a black feminist critique 
of anti-discrimination doctrine, feminist theory and antiracist politics, The University 
of Chicago Legal Forum, pp. 139-167. 

Jackson, C., 2003, Gender analysis of land: beyond land rights for women?, Journal of Agrarian 
Change 3 (4), pp. 453-480. 

Larson et al., 2013, Land tenure and REDD+: the good, the bad and the ugly, Global 
Environmental Change 23 (3), pp. 678-689. 

Rocheleau, D. et. al., 1996, Feminist Political Ecology: Global issues and local experiences, 
Routledge. London and New York. 

Yasmi et al., 2012, The struggles over Asia’s forests: an overview of forest conflict and potential 
implications for REDD+, International Forestry Review 14, pp 99-109. 

 

 

han Phuong Hao is currently a third year Ph.D student at the School 
of International Development, University of East Anglia, United 
Kingdom. Previously, she obtained my M.A (by Research) from 
Department of Southeast Asian Studies, National University of 

Singapore and my B.A (Honors Program) in Faculty of History, Hanoi National 
University. She has been working as a researcher at Institute of Cultural 
Studies, Vietnamese Academy of Social Sciences since 2007. She also has 
some experiences in working with a voluntary welfare organization in 
Singapore (Archdiocesan for the Pastoral Care of Migrant and Itinerant 
People) from 2011 to 2013 before embarking on her Ph.D program in UEA. 
Her Ph.D dissertation looks at how gender relations influence and are 
influenced by access to forest in the process of designing and implementing REDD+. She has finished her 
field research in Central Highlands in Vietnam where she spent 12 months conducting ethnographical 
research in the village, interviewing different social actors and participating in various policy forums related 
to REDD+. Her research interests include gender, natural resources management, migration and 
conjugality. (Email: phanphuonghao@gmail.com)  
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Ethnicity, Religion, and Sexuality 

Noraida Endut 

 

Research Framework 

he research proposals submitted under this theme represent diverse issues and 
geographical and socio-cultural contexts. However, they also represent investigations 
into issues through which common analytical elements can be identified.   

The proposal by Kurniawati Hastuti Dewi is entitled “Beyond ‘Moral Capital’: Competing 
Ideas of Piety and Sexuality in the Public Sphere Behind the Story of Indonesian Women Path 
to Politics” briefly, seeks to show how women politicians are guarded by different religious and 
moral norms than their male counterparts and how they position themselves within the 
boundaries of these norms in order to gain their desired political positions and mileage.  

Preeya Keawpimon proposed a study on the “Life’s Experience of Female Muslim University 
Student Couple under the Muslim Law of Traditional Marriage in Pattani Province, Thailand”. 
[In the interest of clarity, I would suggest the title to be amended to “Life’s experiences of 
female Muslim students marrying to legitimise romantic relationships in the Pattani Provice, 
Thailand”]. In this study, Muslim female students who wish to pursue romantic/ intimate 
relationships with their partners have to choose marriage because such relationship without the 
legitimacy of marriage is religiously prohibited.  The study intends to explore how such a 
decision affects the live of the female youths in navigating married lives and being students. 

Premalatha Karupiah’s research proposal is entitled “Negotiating Femininity in Everyday Life”.  
In this study, she proposes to study how constructs of femininity are comparatively negotiated 
and formed in contemporary society between two ethnic groups in Malaysia. The notion of 
femininity including emphasized femininity (the most valued elements of femininity) changes 
of over time and spatial contexts. The study of femininity is important because it represents 
women’s negotiation for acceptable spaces in society. 

Althought these three proposed studies look at three quite different issues and societal 
contexts, very common strands can be identified as underlying them.  One is the investigation 
into the lived realities of women in negotiating spaces in a spectrum of life spheres: public and 
decision making positions, private lives and spaces in between.  The other, which ensues from 
needing the spaces, is the “bargaining” with certain normative standards (mostly patriarchal) in 
order to achieve the need for spaces.  Women may decide to conform with certain norms, 
frequently established through religious and cultural precepts and predominantly prescribed by 
highly patriarchal community authorities, and slowly negotiate new norms to be acceptable so 
that they may achieve certain aspirations and not face social chastisement and ostracisation. 

T



 Page 44 PROGRAM BOOK       Gender Justice and Democracy in Asia 

Rather than overtly resisting expressed or implied restrictions that religious and cultural norms 
put on them, which often cause more disadvantages to them than to the men in society, 
women often use subtle ways, especially by seemingly conforming to various patriarchal norms, 
to improve their wellbeing.  In her article “Bargaining with Patriarchy” [(1988). Gender and 

Society, 2(3):274-290, at 275] Deniz Kandiyoti argues that, "These patriarchal bargains exert a 
powerful influence on the shaping of women's gendered subjectivity and determine the nature 
of gender ideology in different contexts. They also influence both the potential for and specific 
forms of women's active or passive resistance in the face of their oppression."  

Ethnicity and religion are two elements that can greatly influence the norms that women have 
to conform to in their lives. All three studies contain investigations into how religious and/ or 
ethnic contexts of women interact with their ability to negotiate their positions in society.  
Sexuality is an overarching issue by which women’s lives are commonly scrutinined and 
regulated by society. The examination of sexuality issues permeate through the three proposed 
studies. 

Thus, under this theme of Ethnicity, Religion and Sexuality, all of these proposed studies may 
answer these common research questions: 

1. What are existing socio-cultural and religious norms affecting women’s lives in different 
settings in ASEAN? 

2. How have women negotiated with existing formal and informal structures in order to 
obtain the desired outcome for their wellbeing? Why have women chosen to negotiate 
rather than resist the structures that restrict them? 

3. What are the effects of these negotiations? Have they been successful and how have the 
negotiations improved (or negatively impacted) their lives? 

4. If the negotiations have not achieved the desired outcome, why 
 

The three proposed studies may use these research questions for guiding the development of 
specific research questions for each of the studies. Some suggestions for the specific research 
questions are as follows: 

Title Research Questions 

“Beyond ‘Moral Capital’: Competing 
Ideas of Piety and Sexuality in Public 
Sphere Behind the Story of Indonesian 
Women Path to Politics” 

 

 What are the religious/ moral and sexuality 
discourses that are presented/ utilised in 
connection with women in politics in 
Indonesia? 

 How have these discourses affect different 
female politicians and why have they 
affected the women so? 

 How do women response to these 
discourses and negotiate their political lives? 
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Title Research Questions 

“Life’s experiences of female Muslim 
students marrying to legitimise 
romantic relationships in the Pattani 
Provice, Thailand” 

 Why do female students get married while 
studying?  What factors influence their 
decisions? Were the decisions made 
voluntarily?  

 How have their lives and wellbeing changed 
since the marriage? (Gender role dynamics in 
marriage etc) 

 What forms of support the students require 
in relation to balancing married and student 
lives? 

 How do they see their future outlook and 
what about their married lives can be 
improved to facilitate their future plans? 

“Negotiating Femininity in Everyday 
Life” 

 

 How is femininity constructed amongst 
Malay and Indian youths in Malaysia? What 
influences these ideas of femininity? Do they 
see the difference between the constructs 
of femininity between generations? 

 Have they conformed to the constructs of 
femininity? Why do they conform? What are 
the possible effects of not conforming? 

 Do they negotiate on the degree of 
conforming to the femininity constructs? 
Why? Have the negotiations been 
successful? 

 

 

oraida Endut is the Director and Associate Professor of the Centre for 
Research on Women and Gender (KANITA), Universiti Sains Malaysia 
(USM).  She is trained in the field of law but has developed interest in 

gender studies while pursuing her PhD during which she wrote a thesis on the 
legal aspects of domestic violence in Malaysia. Noraida was part of the team that 
worked to develop KANITA into an autonomous research centre within USM and 
has been on its Board and its managerial team since 2001. She currently has 
research interests in the areas of women and the law, women in Islam, violence 
against women and gender and masculinity. Her publication includes Our Lived 
Realities: Reading Gender in Malaysia (2011), which she co-edited with Cecilia Ng 

and Rashidah Shuib and Debating Gender Justice in Asia (2015) (forthcoming), which she co-edited with 
Diana Wong and Rashidah Shuib. (Email: idaman@usm.my) 
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Beyond ‘Moral Capital’: Competing Idea of Piety and Sexuality 

in Public Sphere behind the Story of Indonesian Women Path to Politics 

Kurniawati  Hastuti Dewi 

 

Research Proposal 

eyond the concept of ‘moral capital’ which describes morality as a political asset and 
strategy of top female politicians in Asia, this research explores the competing idea of 
piety which closely embedded in religious norm, as well as, discourse on sexuality in 

public sphere behind the story of Indonesian women path to local politics (2005-2015). By 
observing deeply the various stories of Indonesian women quest to power, this paper reveals 
that some aspects of women’s private life which are highly shaped by religious idea and norms 
of piety in different religious beliefs (Islam, Christianity, Hinduism), and to some extend 
cultural construction, are deliberately brought into the public sphere to attract political 
sympathy or to oppose political nomination. Even more interesting, this paper is not only 
shows the way discourse on sexuality has been deliberately played and contested  in politics, but 
more importantly it highlighted public ambiguity in defining the norm of sexuality 
appropriateness for men politician, which is different for women politician. By doing so, this 
paper intend to show particular agency of Indonesian women political leaders to engage with 
the dominant norms and idea of piety in their private life, yet at the same time using these 
concepts to expand their exposure in political sphere.   

Objectives. This paper aims: (i) to bringing new frontier of research on the dynamic of society’s 
ideas on piety and sexuality in Asia within the story of Indonesian women’s quest to power in 
Indonesian democratization. (ii) To point out contribution of these women’s quest to power in 
redifining idea of piety and sexuality in politics in Asia.  

Methodology. This qualitative reseach is drawn primarily from experiences of female leaders in 
three different period of direct local elections namely 2005, 2010, 2015 with the detail case 
study as follow: (i) two female political leaders in Islamic based region in Java namely 
Banyuwangi and Pekalongan (2005-2006); (ii) three female political leaders in Islamic based 
region Kediri, Christian based region South Minahasa, Hindu based region in Tabanan (2010); 
(iii) and two female leader in Islamic based region in South Sulwesi (2015).  

Expected Results. This paper is expected to: (i) provide new perspectives from the empirical 
experiences of Indonesian women path to politics especially on the discourse of piety, sexuality, 
and religiosity in various spectrums (Islam, Christianity, Hinudism) for enriching 
understanding about Asia’s democratization from the Asian point of view. (ii) to advocate and 
promote academic paper (scholarly work) with gender and politics perspective, based on the 
understanding of the continues absence of gender analysis in studies of Southeast Asian 
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politics; thus publication of this paper is in line with wider scholars’ efforts in Southeast Asian 
context to incorporate gender analysis with political analysis that has emerged since 1990s.  
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Life’s Experience of Female Muslim University Student Couple  
under the Muslim Law of Traditional Marriage in Pattani Province, Thailand 

Preeya Keawpimon 

 

Research Proposal 

ackground and Significance: General Thai society promotes higher education and 
supports the young people to marriage after graduation. However, people in Deep 
South Thailand who are influenced by Muslim belief had different way of living. 

Having love affair or being in boyfriend or girlfriend relationship is against Muslim way of 
living, then many university students who under relationship are influenced to marry while 
studying in university. Marry under culture expectation caused them face difficult living 
regarding to socio-economic adaptation, especially having multiple roles of student, being 
pregnant women, and wife. Knowledge need to further explore for providing appropriate 
welfare and policy support.  

Objective: To describe and explain the holistically life’s experience of female Muslim university 
Student who married under the Muslim Law   

Research Framework:  

Libertarian Feminism concept will use as a theoretical framework. The idea based upon 
individualism or libertarian philosophies. The primary focus is individual autonomy, rights, 
liberty, independence and diversity. Individualist Feminism tends to widely encompass men 
and focuses on barriers that both men and women face due to their gender. 

Phenomenology will use for methodological framework. The basic principle of phenomenology 
is to understand the reality of each individual which is subjective and to understand the way 
thing appear to them (Plodpluang, 2013). Heideggerian Hermeneutic school of 
phenomenology is a guide for exploring the common meaning of phenomena. The important 
attribute of Hermeneutic phenomenology are person of being significance and value, the 
person as self-interpreting, person as embodied,  and person in time.  

Research Question: 

1. What are the historical life backgrounds of female Muslim university student to decide 
to marry under traditional Muslim law? 

2. What is the meaning of being female and married Muslim university student?  
3. How do you live your life of being student under married context? Any benefit or 

limitation? How to balance to the multiple roles? Any support from husband to fulfill 
the study? 

4. Are there any needs you wish the university to support during the program? 
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5. How do you plan for future career?  

Expected results:  

The crucial information regarding how they live life, factors relating to family life support or 
limitation to live daily life of multiple roles student, especially the success of their studies, in 
addition, the expectation of university welfare to support during the need such as pregnancy, 
birth leave, and marital confliction. 

Methodology: 

Hermeneutic phenomenology study will be used and 20 cases individual in-depth interview will 
be conducted. 

Setting: the University which locates in the area of Southern border province Thailand that the 
Muslim is a majority. 

Key informants: The researcher will choose purposive sampling to identify the primary 
participants who are qualified as follow. 

1. The female Muslim university students who have been married under traditional 
Islamic law at least 6 months. 

2. Volunteer to take part in the study 

Research process: 

1. Revise the research title and research questions. 
2. Review the literature relating to research methodology, feminist theory, religious 

context of people in deep south Thailand. 
3. Access to the key informants using snow ball technique. 
4. Inform the research project and complete the informed form for human right 

protection. 
5. Conduct an in-depth interview 

Data analysis: 

1. Describe the phenomenon of interest. 
2. Collect the participants’ descriptions of the phenomena. 
3. Read all participants’ descriptions of phenomena. 
4. Return the original transcriptions and extract significant statement. 
5. Spell out the meaning of each significant statement and coding. 
6. Organize the aggregate formalized meaning into cluster of themes. 
7. Write an exhaustive description 
8. Return the result to the participants for validation of the description. 
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Trustworthiness: 

1. Prolonged engagement and persistent observation. 
2. Peer debriefing and member check 
3. Searching for disconfirming evidence. 

Reference: 

Plodpluang, U. (2013). Data analysis in Phenomenology studies. Nursing Journal of the 
Ministry of Public Health. Retrieved from https://www.tci-
thaijo.org/index.php/tnaph/ article/viewFile/11885/10713 
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Negotiating Femininity in Everyday Life 
 

Premalatha Karupiah 

 

Research Proposal 

emininity may be constructed differently in various cultures but there are some 
similarities in the ways which femininity has been constructed in post-traditional 
societies. In modern societies, femininity is often constructed as the opposite of 

masculinity. While masculinity embraces power, rationality and strength; femininity is often 
associated with being weak, emotional and submissive. These elements have been identified 
and accepted as the norm in many cultures around the world but this does not mean that other 
forms of femininity do not co-exist in a society. Therefore, while there may be a more 
‘dominant’ form of femininity in a society, there are also many forms of alternative femininities 
in a society. Emphasized femininity refers to the most valued form of femininity in a society 
and femininities which are different from emphasized femininity are alternative femininities 
(Connell, 1987). Since there is no one definition of femininity, social actors negotiate and 
construct the notion of femininity in everyday life. This meaning of femininity is often 
influenced by various socialization agents such as family and school. Social construction of 
femininity may also be influenced by cultural products such as literature and movies. 

Given this context, the objectives of this project are to: 

 Compare how femininity is constructed by Malay and Indian youths in Malaysia. 
 Explain the influences in the construction of femininity among these youths in 

everyday life. 
 Explain the social actors’ negotiation process between dominant and alternative 

notions of femininity in contemporary Malaysia. 

Why is it important to explore the construction of femininity involving youths in these two 
ethnic groups? The understanding on how femininity is constructed is an important 
contribution to the studies of gender in Asia. This study would enrich the studies in the field 
of sociology of femininity particularly focusing on Asian communities. Other than that, 
comparing femininity in contemporary Malaysia among two ethnic groups is interesting 
because it allows the researcher to explore the complex negotiation process experienced by 
members of the two ethnic groups in everyday life. It would also allow the researcher to explore 
the differences in the negotiations process between women in a majority ethnic group (Malay) 
and a minority ethnic group (Malaysian Indian) in Malaysia.  

The data for this study will be collected by conducting in-depth interviews with 15 Malay and 
15 Malaysian Indian women who are between the ages of 21 to 30 years old. These interviews 
will be transcribed and analyzed to identify how femininity is constructed in everyday life and 

F



 Page 52 PROGRAM BOOK       Gender Justice and Democracy in Asia 

what influences the negotiation process experienced by these women. Themes identified in the 
data analysis will be discussed using Connell’s concept of emphasized and alternative 
femininity. At the end of the project, the researcher hopes to publish an article explaining how 
femininity is constructed in everyday life and the similarities and differences in the experiences 
of women who belong to a majority ethnic group and a minority ethnic group in Malaysia.  

 

References 

Connell, R. W. 1987. Gender and Power. Oxford: Polity Press. 
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A Thematic Issue: Gendered Migration Regime in Asia 

Julia Jiwon Shin 

 

Research Framework 

s gender is fluid and one of the ways humans create and perpetuate social differences, 
it should be understood as a structure that organises and signifies power at levels 
above the individual (Pessar and Mahler, 2003). Arguing that gender relations are 

present in all types of institutions, Connell (1987) develops a concept of a ‘gender regime’, 
referring to ‘the historically produced state of play in gender relations in a given institution.’ A 
gender regime is an aggregate of practices, ideological and material that acts to construct images 
of masculinity and femininity in a given social context and to sustain forms of gender 
inequality. Gender inequalities persist through a complex of institutions, and it is important to 
show how gender is actually reproduced through the strategies and interactions of such 
institutions.  

Taking account of those arguments on gendered institutions and structures, previous studies 
show that there are fundamental differences in the migration of men and women (Lim, 1995; 
Simon and Brettell, 1986; Tienda and Booth, 1992) and the migration process is gendered and 
sex-selective (Morokvasic, 1983; Pedraza, 1991). Gender differences arise from the subordinate 
status of women in familial, societal and cultural structures of both the sending and receiving 
countries. As Grieco and Boyd (2003:11) argue, ‘women’s status acts as a “filter”, gendering 
structural forces and influencing the migratory and settlement experiences of men and women 
differently’. The process of migration is certainly constrained by social structures both in the 
country of origin and destination. Gender as well as race, ethnicity, nationality and class 
determine people’s ability and decision to move, their act of migration. Through their policies 
concerning emigration and immigration in particular, states are major actors in the 
international migration process. Even though immigration laws and regulations seem gender-
neutral on the surface, value judgements based on stereotypical images of men and women and 
the traditional gender roles in societies are embedded in administration practices concerning 
the control of migration flows.  

Regarding the issue of international migration, Walby’s argument on ‘private to public 
patriarchy’ highlights both historical and spatial factors (Walby, 1990). It integrates the 
influence of political, economic and cultural forces and, furthermore, understandings of 
patriarchal structures in local and global contexts (Youngs, 2000). The system of patriarchy has 
been extended to the global level through gendered labour migration and increasing cross-
border marriages in the Asian region. However, it is interesting to note that through the process 
of international migration, the public and private spheres operate across state boundaries and 
deviate from the conventionally constructed dichotomy of public and private spaces, which 
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institutionalises social practices. Women migrant workers play a crucial role in the public 
sphere in both the countries of destination and origin, by means of paid employment and 
sending remittances. At the same time, given the characteristics of their jobs such as domestic 
and caring work, the majority of these workers are often confined to the ‘private’ sphere and 
become a largely invisible, hidden force in economy and society.  

As Westwood and Phizacklea (2000: 15) rightly observe, ‘crossing borders has profound effects 
upon individuals but also upon the ways in which national affiliations and the nation-state are 
understood’. Under the gendered migration regime, political considerations and the strategic 
intervention of the state have prominently influenced the current system of international 
migration in Asia. More importantly, under these structural determinations, migrants also 
manoeuvre strategically to further her/his interests throughout the migratory process, from the 
decision of migration to the choice of occupations in the labour market and to settlement in 
the country of destination. Analysing the process of migration from a gendered perspective 
enables us to move between multiple levels of analysis and provide a more interactive account 
of structure and agency, of the private and the public, and of the local and the global in the 
international migration system. 

 

Thematic Issues and Individual Research titles  

The overarching theme of this research stream, ‘the gendered migration regime’, could 
adequately embrace all five submitted research titles. Here, I have further divided five research 
proposals into two sub-themes in order to facilitate more workable collaboration of research. 
During the workshop, this will be discussed and reified. Researchers in each sub-thematic 
group are expected to develop principal research questions related to the theme.          

1) Regulatory governance, Liminal Legality and citizenship 

Hyun Mee Kim (Korea) – Ambiguous Belonging of a Transnational Child of International 
Marriage  

Melanie Reyes (Philippines) – Regulatory Governance in Marriage Migration: What Love 
Got To Do With It?  

2) Women Migrant Workers: Intersectionality, Structural Vulnerability and Empowerment 

Elizabeth Dewi (Indonesia) – Gender Differential Patterns and Use of Remittances among 
Indonesian Female Domestic Workers: Empowerment, Entrepreneurship and Poverty 
Reduction  

Julia J. Shin (Korea) – Visible Bodies and Invisible Labour: Women Migrant Workers in 
the Service Industry in South Korea  

Davy Top (Cambodia) – Women’s (Labour) Migration Issues in Cambodia   
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Gender Differential Patterns and Use of Remittances  

among Indonesian Female Domestic Workers:  

Empowerment, Entrepreneurship, and Poverty Reduction 

Elisabeth Dewi 

 

Research Proposal 

his research examines the tremendous impact of migration on the community and 
local development of Indonesian Female Domestic Workers (FDWs). Any of the 
multiple factors could be considered as the cause motivating them to seek overseas 

employment. As with poverty and inequality, the impact of remittances on investment and 
economic growth in migrant-sending communities, tends to change over time and it is 
unrealistic to expect otherwise. Using a feminist perspective, this research is questioning the 
reasons remittances impact so differently on different communities. Highlighting several 
complex issues of womanhood and manhood, this research makes a significant contribution to 
research on the international labor migration of women. 

 

Objectives 

This study examines the following issues in the context of Indonesia: 

a) the ways in which the relationship between patterns and use of remittances are 
perceived as altered by long absences in overseas domestic labour; 

b) the impacts on familial and community relationships of remittances sent by women 
migrant workers; 

c) how other members of the immediate family and wider community view the 
remittances, and to what extent they build capacity within the family unit; 

d) how patterns and use of remittances have changed the migrant women’s perceptions 
of their own femininity, and their role in both their nuclear and extended families; 

e) whether women have more empowered because of the income earned; 
f) whose wishes are followed and futures are considered when the remittances are used 

and invested; and 
g) who decides how to use remittances in relation to maximizing development 

potential for the FDWs, their families and their communities. 
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Methods 

The fundamental focus of this study is the validation of women’s and men’s subjective 
experiences. This study is dedicated to improving the lives of women and men and it focuses 
on disempowered women and men in order to give them a voice. As such, it is a combination 
of qualitative and quantitative research philosophically and methodologically. It is clearly 
understood that Indonesia is extremely diverse ethnically. By conducting ethnographical study, 
we are going to develop a better understanding of differences among ethnic groups, especially 
in West and Central Java as main origin communities of FDWs for this project. In each site 
focus-group discussions will be conducted with men and women. In-depth interviews will be 
conducted to gain some insight into the relative status of husbands and wives within the 
household.  

 

Expected results 

This study is expected to demonstrate that a combination of qualitative and quantitative 
approaches to studying the dynamics of gender, power and poverty in the household can 
enrich our understanding of intrahousehold decisionmaking. Moreover, we are going to focus 
on a nonfinancial measure of gender relations, power, and poverty: the relative status of 
families of husbands and wives at the time of marriage, present and future. This measure will 
suggests the potential value of developing additional, noneconomic measures of power within 
the household and local communities. 
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Regulatory Governance in Marriage Migration: What Love Got To Do With It? 

Melanie M. Reyes 

 

Research Proposal 

n a developing country like the Philippines, migration is often seen as a way out of poverty. 
Aside from labor migration, marriage migration is also a rising phenomenon. Marriage 
migration can be traced back as far as the 1980s when the number of migrant women from 

poor countries marrying foreign men from advanced countries rose unprecedentedly; and 
when governments of poor countries have started institutionalizing labor export as a solution 
to unemployment. (Malibiran, 2008 as cited by Pagaduan, 2009). Popularly known as ‘mail 
order brides’, marriage migration also paved the way to the increase of marriage bureaus or 
matchmaking agencies that facilitate commercialization of women as ‘good wives.’ Through the 
years, marriage migration is increasing in Asia due to high demand for foreign brides. 

Based from the record of the Commission on Filipino Overseas, there has been a total of a 
total of 352,108 Filipinos married to foreign nationals (90.8% which are women) in the past 
20 years (1989-2008).The number grows every year from less than eight thousand in 1989 to 
over 20,000 in 2007, though the number declined in 2008. There is also a rising number of 
Filipino women marrying Asian nationals nearly thrice their age. About 25% of these 
marriages were arranged by mail-order bride syndicates. The issue becomes complicated as mail 
order bride is illegal in the country. 

Understanding the discourse on marriage migration needs to focus on a new frame of mind 
that will look into the critical linkages of globalization, citizenship, human rights, democracy, 
and culture. But before we are clarified with the nature of these concepts, this research aims to 
(1) look at the existing regulatory governance framework that affects the facilitation of marriage 
migration; (2) critically analyze the issues and challenges in the implementation of these 
regulation vis-a-vis women’s exercise of their agency; and (3) lay out possible recommendation 
to better regulate (or deregulate) marriage migration. 

To effectively respond to the above objectives, the research will utilize a multi-method 
approach. It will heavily relied on desk reviews particularly on international and national legal 
frameworks concerning marriage migration and migration in general as well as existing related 
studies such as Philippine Government and CSOs reports to related international treaty 
bodies, reports of international development agencies such as IOM, and academic research. It 
will also attempt to do a key informant interview with key government officials and NGOs 
working on migration issues as well as interview couples who are products of marriage 
migration. 
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The expected result of this study is for government officials and policy makers to take a closer 
look at the issue of marriage migration by considering regulatory perspective without 
disregarding women’s agency and her right to love and be loved. The research could also be the 
starting point of the researcher in doing the second phase of the research focusing on South 
Korean’s regulatory framework which will move forward to a more comprehensive research on 
Filipino Women-Korean Men Marriages. 
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Ambiguous Belonging of a Transnational Child of International Marriage 

Hyun Mee Kim 

 

Research Proposal 

his paper draws attention to the legal precarity and lived experiences of children of 
international marriage who return to their mothers’ home country. More specifically, 
based on field research and in-depth interviews, it examines the lives of children of 

female marriage migrants who have returned to their home communities in Vietnam and 
Mongolia after escaping their marriages in South Korea by separating from their husbands and 
filing for legal divorce (or attempting to do so). Women return to their home country with 
their children after making a unilateral decision to leave their husbands and sometimes 
without even notifying them. However, raising children in their home countries is not easy for 
women returnees. In their home country, according to the principle of jus sanguinis, based on 
the notion of blood right, the children are treated as foreigners who have inherited the Korean 
citizenship of their Korean father. The inclusion of women returnees and their children has 
grown more difficult as time passes, further increasing their risks of being marginalized within 
society.  

Just like previous research on children who were ‘left behind’ in the migrant mother’s home 
country (Parrenas 2005), ‘born overseas’ to migrant mothers (Constable 2015), or have gone 
overseas many years later to meet their migrant mothers (Pratt 2012), this paper focuses on 
children, who have left their home country to live with their mothers in her home country 
(Suzuki 2010). Their situation challenges us to rethink the issues of transnational nurturing 
and caring for children of international marriage on the move. This research suggests a new 
framework for legal pluralism to bring creative solutions to these problems that transnational 
migrant women and their children in Korea and Southeast Asia are facing. 
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Women's Migration Issues in Cambodia 

Davy Top 

 

Research Proposal 

urrently, there are about 100 million people working outside their country of origin.  
In 2011, $350 billion was transferred to developing countries by the migrant workers 
in the form of remittances and this number is expected to reach $515 billion in 2015.  

Besides the remittances, labor migration can benefit both sending and receiving countries in 
many ways, including economic development, skill transfer, reducing unemployment and labor 
shortage. Men and women have different choices and opportunities and face different 
challenges due to pervasive gender stereotype during migration. In fact, women migrant 
workers are facing many problems than men migrant workers. This has not only happened in 
Cambodia, but it is happening everywhere. However, many challenges also come along with 
labor migration, such as right violations, exploitations, abuses, and human trafficking. Due to 
the government’s new policy and legal framework to attract investors to the kingdom and to 
boost the economic development after the first election in 1993, a lot of Cambodian labor 
force moved from the rural area of the city to seek for employment, in particular in the 
garment and shoes factories. This refers to internal labor migration within the country where 
people escape from poverty to look for a better job opportunity and living condition. However, 
the economic development failed to effectively absorb labor forces and provide them with 
proper wages, so many of Cambodian people migrated to work abroad and the destination 
countries included Thailand, Malaysia, Korea and Japan.   

 

Purpose 

This paper will focus on the situation of international labor migration in Cambodia, labor 
migration and development, challenges faced by Cambodia and Cambodian women migrant 
workers and the protection of migratory workers. In particular, the existing regulations, laws 
and policy enacted by Cambodian government and bilateral and multilateral agreements 
governing cross border migration will be discussed in the paper. Finally, some future works to 
be completed by Cambodia to ensure the safe migration and harnessing international 
migration for the development will be also mentioned. More specifically, the following research 
questions need to be addressed: 

- What is international labor migration? 
- What is the situation of Cambodian women in international labor migration in 

Cambodia? 
- How international labor migration link to the development in Cambodia? 
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- What are the challenges faced by Cambodia and Cambodian women migrant 
workers? 

- What are the existing regulations, laws and international agreement governing 
Cambodian women in international labor migration? 

- What Cambodia should do in the near future to ensure the safe migration and bring 
about the development from international labor migration? 

 

Research Methodology 

The research paper needs both qualitative and quantitative. The research paper employs mix 
approach, including desktop research, literature review of the early research and interview with 
the relevant person. The interview will conduct with person from MLVT (Ministry of Labor 
and Vocational Training), ILO (International Labor Organization), UNIFEM (United Nations 
Development Fund for Women), Ministry of Planning, Ministry of Women Affair, and IOM 
(International Organization for Migration).     

 

Expected Result  

Key issue and challenge will be selected after doing this research paper, and share among other 
colleagues.  
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Conformity, Resistance, and Commodification 

Chalidaporn Songsamphan 

 

Research Framework 

eauty/ideal body has been one of the most contested issues for feminism.  It has been 
argued that women have been experiencing patriarchal control and oppression through 
their bodies.  Beauty shaped the way people perceived and treated themselves and 

others 

The research on femininity, pop – culture and beauty industry reflects the way people in 
different specific context in this globalization age negotiate, conform/resist, and commodify 
their bodies through cultural medium and experiences. 

Several points might be useful as the starting points for framing research works: 

 Femininity – Women’s bodies have been the locus of control.  Through their bodies, 
femininity was inscribed and regulated.  Body shape, facial and hair details, and 
clothing have been parts of the definition of what femininity was in different context.  

 Negotiating femininity – Through their bodies and physical display, many women 
negotiate the definition and regulation of what femininity is in their specific context.  
Bodily display reflected how people constructed and projected their identity and how 
they would be classified and assessed by others in terms of gender and sexuality.   

 Beauty as contested idea/standard/concept – Different groups have been contesting on 
the definition and standard of beauty and proper location of beauty in a political 
community and social lives.  Such struggle on beauty reflected unequal power structures 
and conflicts based on class, race, culture and gender.  Physical display has been one of 
the arenas that many groups of people challenged/problematized the binary notions of 
social values and gender. 

 Harmful effects of beauty – It was pointed out that physical appearance has been the 
main aspect to evaluate women’s worth.  In order to be valued, and hence gaining 
access to social values, many women in different time and places dedicated their time, 
resources and energy to make their bodies closer, as much as they could, to the 
ideal/standard of beauties.  The perennial desire to be beautiful has been capitalized by 
the beauty industry.  Many women have been willing to go through time – consuming 
beauty regimens or risky surgeries to perfect their physical appearances.   

 Commodifying beauty – Since beauty and physical appearance have been valued highly 
in many cultures, there have been people, both men and women, commodified their 
look as power resources to gain access to social goods. Bodies have been both 
commodities and something people can invest/commodify.  Different styles and images 
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liking with certain identities have been created and offered for people to choose and 
purchased. 

 Globalization/interconnectedness – Trans – border interaction from individual to state 
levels provided people in different standards of beauty they can imitate and purchase.  
Diversity of beauty standards allow people to negotiate and present themselves in terms 
of bodily display.  Beauty can be used as ‘soft power’ for cultural and economic 
influences at the regional and global levels which has been supported by states and 
capitalist economy.  Globalization, together with commercialized medical science, also 
provided people with alternative spaces and possibility to alter/enhance their look in 
order to add more social and economic value for their ‘selves’ through cosmetic surgery.   

It will be interesting to explore how beauty and femininity in the dichotomous gender system 
have been shaping and shaped by popular culture in the globalization age and how people 
negotiate with various aspects of feminine beauty. 
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How Modest is Modest Fashion? A Study of Muslim Women Identities within 
the Context of Pious Materialism in Southeast Asia and Korea 

Norainie Ahmad 

 

Research Proposal 

ontemporary Muslim women living in the post-modern era have increasingly been 
placed under the microscope; their ‘veiled’ identities constantly subjected to 
judgement, and endless criticisms directed towards their perceived oppression, 

subjugation, and lack of freedom to express their identities and true self. In the absence of a 
sincere appreciation for diversity and cultural context, Muslim women are often understood as 
‘victims’ of an unjust practice by the media and segments of an uninformed public that 
routinely label them as the anti-thesis of modern women. What (practising) Muslim women 
wear, such as the hijab and the abaya, are often seen in direct contradiction of and clear 
rejection to values espoused by western education, and even how educated women should look 
like. Many Muslim women find themselves under societal pressure to explain and defend their 
choices for wearing modest clothing, which is arguably deemed necessary in order to give a 
voice to what was once a silenced minority. With an estimated 1.6 billion Muslims in the world 
today, and in light of current socio-political upheavals in the name of religion, such Muslim 
voices need to be heard, and the lives of contemporary, ‘moderate’ Muslims living in peace 
need to be documented. In recent times many have attempted to demystify and normalize the 
covered Muslim female body, but mostly in ways that could only be seen as the popularisation 
of a new Muslim culture. A new, mostly Millenial, representation of Muslim women, covered 
but exposed, modest yet colourfully attractive, faces beautified with make up, and perfectly-
curated OOTDs (Outfits of the Day), are part of the daily barrage of selfies proudly hashtagged 
‘#hijabfashion’ and ‘#modestfashion’. Little has been written within the academic literature 
with regards to this emergence of Muslim identity through modest fashion, particularly in 
terms of its links with social media usage on the one hand, and on the other, the advent of 
“religious commodification” and the rise of a “new spirit of capitalism” (Njoto-Feillard). 
Specifically, we observe the rising new generation of fashion bloggers/micro-bloggers whose 
pictorial and written narratives are not only hyper-visible in social media platforms such as 
Instagram, but also whose daily posts are redefining what it means to be ‘modest’ and Muslim. 
We propose a study to explore the meanings attached to ‘modest fashion’, as expressed by 
young Muslim women who are active users of social media, and who are the most conspicuous 
in terms of their identities and consumption of such fashions. The objective of this study is to 
understand how “pious materialism” (R. Wuthnow) within the context of an emerging “Islamic 
sub-economy” (Timur Kuran) in places in Southeast Asia as well as Korea, is negotiated and 
reconciled with more traditional notions of modesty. We aim to analyse the tensions between 
wealth (and displays of wealth) and materialistic restraint, and how these are ideologically and 
structurally negotiated by individuals that call themselves modern Muslims (or, following the 
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colloquial term used in social media, “hijabistas” and “hijabelles”, and more recently in 
America, “mipsterz”). Lastly, we also aim to critically interrogate what and how female ‘moral 
entrepreneurs’, not just consumers, of Islamic modest fashion define and negotiate notions of 
syari’e compliance (i.e., what is deemed right and conforming to Islamic doctrines surrounding 
modesty), culminating to the questions of “how modest is modest fashion?” and “who actually 
defines modesty, and how is it understood by young Muslim women?” In particular, we analyse 
how the phenomenon of the “haram police” (i.e., the policing of what is deemed as non-
compliance of what constitutes as modest), contributes to a discourse on the ‘Muslim gaze’, and 
how modesty-choices and materialism are now defended/interrogated based on moral grounds 
and Quranic texts, rather than the traditional view that Muslims are just simply ‘oppressed.’ 
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        Portraying Femininity in the Auto/Biographical Practices of  
Indonesian Ageing Female Celebrities 

Aquarini Priyatna 

 

Research Proposal 

Objectives 

This research investigates the notion of femininity, in particular ageing femininity, as it is 
performed within the frame of celebrity culture which privileges youthfulness in beauty and 
body image. The key issue that links the different texts together is that of age, the process of 
ageing, the significance of ageing, the impact of ageing as well as the look into age and ageing as 
part of the construction of identity and femininity. Ageing women need to negotiate their 
femininities in relation to their bodies, sexualities and their roles in different ways than young 
women who may more readily approximate cultural ideals of beauty and normative 
femininities. Particularly within the framework of normative femininities that takes the young 
slender body as its marker, ageing women are located in the margins where they have to 
navigate around the young and slender norms preferred in the media. These ageing bodies 
become effectively marginalized, not only in popular culture but also in terms of the research 
conducted on ageing women (Hurd, 2000).  

Methodology 

For the research, I discuss the selected texts narratively and thematically, by specifically focusing 
on the portrayal of the auto/biographical subjects and the visual images used. Taking an 
interdisciplinary approach that draws upon feminist theories, cultural studies and literary 
criticism, I describe, analyze and compare the constructions of femininities in the 
auto/biographical texts selected. Using the findings of the research, and closely observing the 
research questions, I develop my arguments regarding the portrayal of ageing femininity in the 
context of celebrity culture.  

Expected Results 

I expect to show how celebrities transform and extend their forms of femininity as they age. 
Likewise, I hope to bring the issue of age and ageing significant part of feminist scholarship as 
celebrities continue to occupy both the private and public spheres, the ways in which the two 
spheres are blurred and intertwined in the construction of what I argue as celebrity femininity. 
I argue that celebrity femininity plays a significant role in the construction of femininity within 
the specific context they occupy.  
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‘E-Dae Ap’ : The Trans-Asian Politics of K-Beauty Tourism 

Hyun-Gyung Kim 

 

Research Proposal 

he rise of the middle class and new kinds of femininity in many parts of Asia has been 
intensifying young educated Asian women’s cross-border mobility within the region. 
Although regional labor migration and sexual trafficking have been important issues, 

this research aims to examine other kinds of growing women’s mobility such as tourism. 
Specifically, I would like to focus on K-beauty tourism by Asian tourists around Ewha Womans 
Unversity.  

The area around Ewha Womans’ Unversity used to be famous for unique clothes and beauty 
shops. Nowadays, it seems to become the place for satisfying Asian young women K-Beauty 
tourists. There are a lot of group tourists from China, Taiwan and Hong Kong. It is not 
difficult to find out 2 or 3 friends look-like tourists from Asian countries as well.  

Also, It is easy to see Hallyu(the Korean Wave) Stars’ promotion pictures in front of beauty 
shops around Ewha. Without these tourists, this area would lose liveliness. However, there is 
almost no academic research about this phenomenon.  

Therefore, I would like to examine following questions: How this trans-Asia women mobilities 
facilitates encounter and exchange between people of diverse socio-cultural backgrounds? 
Whether and how it engenders cross-culture dialogue or cultural objectification like 
orientalism by Asian people? How it generates the commodification of experience of mobility 
and the place by the development of tourism? How it bring about new problems to local 
communities?  

The textual analysis and qualification method such as in-depth interview will be main research 
methods. To sum up, this research aims to critically examine the relations among the rise of 
the middle class femininity in Asia, the development of mobility industry like tourism and the 
derivative products of Hallyu(the Korean Wave). 

yun-Gyung Kim is a Research Fellow of Korean Women’s Institute at 
Ewha Womans University and post-doc research fellow of school of 
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Gender/Sex Education and Culture 

Aileen C. Park 

 

Research Framework 

s can be read in the succeeding research proposals, the collaborators in my team put 
forward education and culture as endogenous factors for teenage pregnancy (in 
Indonesia), gender identity/femininity construction (in Singapore), and sex education 

(in Korea). The first collaborator claims that female teenagers in high school experience a cycle 
of violence which begins from dating and recurs heavily after (unwanted) pregnancy as induced 
by the society, the school, and the state. The second collaborator commits to investigating how 
femininity is co-constructed by kindergarteners in one classroom and how their beliefs, 
attitudes, and actions are influenced by the people around them at home. The third 
collaborator, on the other hand, directs her focus on doing a critical content/text analysis of 
the so-called “School Sex Education Standards (SSES),” which are mandated by the Ministry of 
Education for use in kindergarten and high schools.  

I find it interesting to address these issues in such a collaborative research endeavor because 
they not only describe the daily reality of women, they are central to the life of women and to 
the agenda that we should be promoting in schools. However, considering the distinct three-
country cases of this research, how do we find and establish the epistemological relevance of 
one country to another country? How do we justifiably connect the themes in such a way that 
they make sense as one transnational collaborative research project? To answer the latter, I have 
proposed a possible research framework (see Fig. 1) for our team. 

Fig. 1. Research Framework for Team 6: Gender/Sex Education and Culture 

(Comparative) Critical Qualitative Research 
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Fig. 1 illustrates that SSES serve as a strong foundation for sex education and identity 
construction in all levels of education.  While this study will limit only to Pre-School and High 
School, it is important to note that these levels of schooling are crucial avenues for socialization. 
These avenues are expected to be constructive if the SSES align with the practices and 
teachings of the school.  They become destructive, however, if SSES are oppressive and biased 
to men. 

Overall, our research team may take on an “activist-feminist” position, which allows us to 
critically “[intervene] on hegemonic practices and [serve] as an advocate in exposing the 
material effects of marginalized locations while offering alternatives” (Fine as cited in Madison, 
2005, p. 6). As critical qualitative researchers, we hope to “unveil the complexities of societal 
systems and inequities…that constitute hegemonic conditions” (Perez & Cannella, 2011, p. 
115).   
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The Cycle of Violence in the Phenomena of Unwanted Pregnancy 
among Adolescents in Indonesia 

Desintha D. Asriani 

 

Research Proposal 

eenage pregnancy has become a critical issue in Indonesia. As noted, 48 of 100.000 
pregnancies are adolescent (IDHS 2012). Meanwhile, collaborative research conducted 
by the Australian National University (ANU) and the Centre of Health at University of 

Indonesia found that 20.9% of 3006 total respondents were girls aged 17-24 years old and 
most of them had been pregnant before they got married (Susanto, 2013). The problem is that 
some of unwanted pregnancies are often related to the cycle of violence, which even happens 
when young couples start dating. Boys, due to the dichotomy of constructed masculinity and 
femininity, tend to be more attracted to do premarital sex; yet, although the girl is unwilling to 
do it, she could not refuse him. After being pregnant, the girls still face a series of violence 
done by the society, school, and the state. They could not avoid the social stigma that is based 
on the construction of a “good girl” and a “bad girl”. Also, they would be very vulnerable to be 
expelled from the school, while the similar punishment may not come to boys.  

Abortion could be the answer for premarital pregnancy problem; however, due to limited 
knowledge and cultural constraint, they prefer performing unsafe abortion. Therefore, 
underage marriage is frequently selected as the most popular solution for such problem. 
Accordingly, the state is very permissive because the policy of minimum age for married woman 
in Indonesia is 16 years old. Further, domestic violence may emerge as the consequence of 
young couples’ unreadiness for marriage. Hence, the cycle may refer to endless damaging 
situations experienced by girls in dating or premarital relationship, unintended pregnancy 
period, and married life, respectively. It would also be continuously maintained as cycles when 
the girls grow up as uneducated mothers who subsequently socialize this process as single 
knowledge over their children.  

Hence, this research attempts to elaborate more on the violence cycle experienced by girls with 
the case of unwanted pregnancy. This study aims to provide the reasons why the efforts to end 
violence against woman is very important to be conducted, while this study will be useful for 
those who have an interest in advocating the rights for pregnant teenage girls. As output, the 
result of this research also could be deployed as academic reference for sexual education 
curricula in a school or university.  
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Research Question 

This research will be conducted with these interrelated questions: 

a. How do adolescent girls experience a series of violence before and after unwanted 
pregnancy?  

b. How do adolescent girls deal with a cycle of violence?  
 

Method 

This research will be conducted by qualitative methodology while observation, oral testimony, 
and in-depth interview will be utilized as data collection methods. The informants, consisting 
of 5-10 people will play important roles in determining the research process to some extent 
because sometimes it will not be easy to share their painful experiences of unwanted pregnancy 
with others. Therefore, this research will need a sympathetic personal approach, as well.  

For filling in background information, secondary data like statistical reports, police documents, 
and newspaper reports will also be used. Lastly, this research will be conducted in the Special 
Region of Yogyakarta, Indonesia because of the increasing number of unwanted pregnancies 
among adolescent year by year. Also, the social norms, sexuality behavior, and the 
understanding of intimate relationships are very contested in Yogyakarta.  
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Girls Constructing Femininity: What Preschoolers Think and Say 

Mercy Karuniah Jesuvadian 

 

Research Proposal 

his study proposes to examine the beliefs, attitudes and actions of preschool aged girls 
(5-6 years of age) on being a young female in Singapore. It seeks to ascertain how girls 
of this age understand and operationalize femininity to be. It explores their thoughts 

and feelings on what it means to be a girl in their families and social groups. It seeks to 
foreground their mental constructions in their own voices.  

This study is designed as an in-depth case study involving a minimum of five to a maximum of 
eight participants who come from the same preschool and class. I propose to restrict the sample 
to one class in one preschool setting, as I am keen in understanding how the construction of 
femininity is co-constructed by the individual participants within a shared context. The sample 
would be accessed through convenience sampling. One Kindergarten Two class from one 
preschool that caters to parents earning between $4000-$6000 will be selected. This income 
group indicates median income earners in the Singapore context. Preferably children who 
come from two-parent families will be selected. Permission from parents will be sought through 
the preschool via a letter. The actual child participants will be selected based on parental 
permission. Children’s assent will be sought and they will be informed of the processes and 
procedures involved for the research before data collection commences. Data collection will be 
done over a six-week period. Data will be collected through three specific modalities, namely a) 
autodriven photo elicitation by children, b) observation of play behaviour and toy choices 
during free play at preschool settings and c) semi-structured interviews at the preschool.  

Gender identity is constructed through relationships within a shared cultural context. I 
propose to examine the two critical sub systems that enable gender identity – that of home and 
school through the three different research modalities. It is expected that foregrounding young 
girls’ own experiences and constructions would reveal the dominant ideologies that co-
construct how it is to be a young female in Singapore today. There is limited research of this 
nature in the Singapore context. I believe that work with the younger generation may reveal 
that girls may experience greater freedom of choice to develop their potential in ways that may 
not always be endorsed by old dictates of what womanhood means. 

  

T



 Page 78 PROGRAM BOOK       Gender Justice and Democracy in Asia 

  

ercy Karuniah Jesuvadian is a Lecturer with the Early Childhood and 
Special Needs academic Group, at the National Institute of Education, 
Nanyang Technological University. In her current portfolio, she 

teaches Educational Psychology courses to student teachers and conducts 
various pedagogy related courses for in- service teachers in the field of 
curriculum development practices for teachers who work with preschool age 
children. She is also the course developer and coordinator for the in-service 
course: Engaging Parents: A Practical approach. Her research interests include 
diversity in the classroom, parent-school engagement, foregrounding voice, 
including children and marginalized populations, minority child development and 

parenting in urban contexts. She has recently completed her PhD with Nanyang Technological University. 
The focus of the PhD dissertation is on parenting practices in Singapore especially among members of low 
income earning Indian families. (Email: mercy.michael@nie.edu.sg) 

 

  

M



 Page 79 PROGRAM BOOK       Gender Justice and Democracy in Asia 

Korea’s Sex Education in High School 

Joohee Kim 

 

Research Proposal 

Sex education for teenagers in Korea can be divided into two spheres: sex education inside the 
school and sex education outside school. This research will focus on sex education inside a 
high school by analyzing the texts in ‘School Sex Education Standards (SSES).’  

In 2015, SSES was published by the Ministry of Education in Korea. This book was made so 
that the teachers from kindergarten to high school can refer to when they do sex education to 
their students. However, this was embroiled in controversy due to its more regressive contents. 
This guideline valued much of abstinence and biased against homosexuals and women, which 
was criticized by the feminist group and progressive activists in Korea. 

This research will reveal the problems of the contents and epistemology of SSES and Korea’s 
sex education in high school. Since 2007, sex education inside the school was incorporated in 
health education and the guidelines were set up to enforce a minimum of 15 hours of sex 
education per class. Therefore, this text analysis is important to present the modified method.  

This research sheds light on the causes of the controversy over sex education issues and shows a 
new feminist view to pass the limits of current sex education. For this new feminist view, it is 
necessary to explain the reference frame of the individual’s sexuality. 

 

 

 

 

 

oohee Kim is a lecturer at Ewha Womans University and Yonsei University, 
South Korea. She earned her PhD in the Department of Women’s Studies, 
Ewha Womans University. Her research interests focus on political economy 

of sexuality, sex work, and women’s poverty issues. She has published articles in 
the Asian Journal of Women’s Studies, Journal of Korean Women’s Studies, 
Women’s Studies Review and Issues in Feminism. She has co-written book in 
Korean, Sexual Politics & Sexual Rights, Teenagers' Sex, and Pleasant Sexuality. 
(Email:to.maretina@gmail.com) 

J
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Brief Profiles of Invited Researchers 

 

Grace Javier Alfonso is currently the President of the Asian Association of 
Women’s Studies (AAWS). She served as the chancellor of the University 
of the Philippines Open University (UPOU) for three terms. She holds a 
Ph.D. in Communication and an M.A. in Humanities (Art History) from 
University of the Philippines, Philippines. Dr. Alfonso is a painter and a 
sculptor, a filmmaker, director, film researcher and critic, and an expert in 
multimedia. Her specializations are Photography, TV Directing, Film and 
Video Production, AV Management, Visual Communication, Film Theory, 
Criticism and etc. (Email: gigipssp@yahoo.com) 

 

Suwanna Satha-Anand is currently a professor at Philosophy Department, 
Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand and a council member 
of AAWS. Her teaching and research interests cover the fields of Buddhist 
and Chinese Philosophy, Philosophy of Women, Social Change and Religion. 
She has participated in numerous international forums in Asia, Europe, 
Australia and the United States. Between 2006-2008, she served as 
President of the Society of Philosophy and Religion of Thailand. She also 
serves as the Director of Humanities Research Unit, Thailand Research Fund 
and committee member of the Philosophical Committee of the National 
Research Council of Thailand. Since 2013, she has served in the executive committee of the 
Federation of International Philosophical Societies. (Email: suwanna.sat@chula.ac.th) 

 

Le Thi Quy is currently a professor of Sociology and History in Thang 
Long University and a Director of Institute for Gender and Development 
(INGAD) belong to Vietnam Union of Science and Technology 
Associations (VUSTA). She achieved Bachelor Degree of History in Hanoi 
University in 1971, Ph.D Degree of History in USSR Academy of Sciences in 
1989, and Professor of Sociology in Hanoi in 2010. She is a Member of 
AAWW and a President of Network Empowering Women ( NEW) in 
Vietnam, First vice president of Vietnamese Association of Social Work 
and Consultant of of the Committee on Social Issues of National 

Assembly, Ministry of Labor, Invalids and Social Affairs (MOLISA), Ministry of Culture, Sport and 
Tourist, Ministry of Security, Women Union, Youth Unions. She also work as consultancy of 
Vietnamese National Assembly on Gender and Family issues, Gender specialist of World Bank, EU, 
UNDP, UNODC, UN WOMEN, UNODC, Action Aid,  World Vision, NAV, Plan International, Care, 
SDC, AIT, Regional Women Organization such as IWRAW Asian Pacific, Women ‘s Caucus of 
ASEAN. She focus to Ethnic Minority Group; Trafficking in Women and Children; Violence Against 
Women and Children. She was one of 1000 Peace Women from around the World, who were 
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize 2005. (Email: lethiquy@gmail.com) 
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Kyong-Mi Danyel Kwon specializes in modern Korean literature and 
culture. She is interested in cultural theories, gender and sexuality, and 
film studies. Her recent publications include “When Flowers Speak: the 
stories of Kisaeng in Colonial Korea,” (Comparative Korean Studies Vol. 
21 No. 3) and “The Billboards of Modern Nation and the Visual 
Adaptations of The Tale of Ch’unhyang in Colonial Korea”(Comparative 
Korean Studies Vol. 21 No. 2). She is currently working on her first book 
project which examines the rebirth of a popular Korean folktale, The 
Tale of Spring Fragrance, in the 20th century Korea in order to 

demonstrate that the surprisingly wide range of the folktale’s film adaptations and literary 
parodies reflect changes in mass culture as well as alternating visions of modernity in constant 
tension and negotiation with the reconstructed past and tradition. Since joining Korean Studies 
at Ewha in Spring 2012, Prof. Kwon has taught courses in cultural theories, Gender and Sexuality 
in 20th century Korea, Korean diaspora, North and South Korean literatures, and Korean media 
and culture. (Email: kwon@ewha.ac.kr)  

 

Yeonbo  Jeong is an Assistant  Professor  of  Social  Sciences  Program  
at  Sungkonghoe University, South Korea. She also teaches in Master of 
Art in Inter-Asia NGO Studies at the  same  university.  She  earned  her  
MA  degree  in  Gender  Studies  from  Seoul  National University in 
South Korea, and her Ph.D. degree in Feminist Studies from the 
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, USA. Her research focuses on 
gender, body, and biomedicine, women’s health, reproductive rights 
and transnational feminism. Her works appeared in many Journals such 
as Korean Women’s Studies, Issues in Feminism, New Genetics and 
Society. (Email: yeonbo@gmail.com) 

 

Hyun-Uk Lee is a Research Professor in the Department of Social Studies, 
Ewha Womans University, South Korea. She received her M.A., and her 
Ph.D. from the University of Tokyo, Japan. She is currently working in the 
Ewha research group “Social Scienes Korea,” investigating immigrant 
trans-locality in South Korea. (Email: leehyunuk@ewha.ac.kr) 
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Bui Thi Kim is since 2003 the Director of DWC (The Center for Promoting 
Development for Women and Children), a Vietnamese NGO - as the 
implementing agency of many development projects and program in 
Vietnam funded by different International Donors (Swiss Development 
Cooperation, Bred for the World, Misereor, SODI, ICCO etc.). She worked 
10 years as researcher at Faculty for Economy at the Technical University 
Dresden in Germany, 7 years at the Institute on Economy at the 
Construction Ministry in Hanoi and 4 years as Program Manager at 
German Development Service in Vietnam. Her interests and publications 

cover the fields on grassroots democracy, promoting participation and community management, 
women’s rights and child rights in development projects. (Email: dwc.buithikim@gmail.com) 

 

Finaflor F. Taylan is a social worker by profession. She is currently the 
Program Chair and a faculty of the Diploma/Master of Social Work 
Program of the University of the Philippines – Open University (UPOU). 
She is also a member of the Board of the National Association for Social 
Work Education, Inc. (NASWEI), an umbrella association of social work 
schools and educators in the Philippines. She also serves as the Director 
of the Office of Gender Concerns, the gender mainstreaming arm of 
UPOU, and Secretary General of the Asian Association of Women’s 
Studies (AAWS). She earned her Master degree in Social Work in the 
University of the Philippines Diliman. She is interested in developing her competence in working 
with and for children and women towards a rights based/responsive development agenda 
especially in the information age and globalization. (Email: finaflor.taylan@upou.edu.ph) 

 

 

Na Youn Kim is currently a Researcher at the Asian Center for Women’s 
Studies at Ewha Womans University. She has been working for the Ewha 
Global Empowerment Program(EGEP) which is a two-week residential 
program to empower women, especially working in non-governmental 
public sectors in Asia and Africa. (Email: nayoun@ewha.ac.kr) 
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Study Tour 

 

The Service Workers in Group (SWING) Foundation is a friendly, accessible, quality driven 
Community-Based-Organisation committed to fostering creativity, social opportunity and 
understanding by society towards sex workers, to improve the quality of life for sex workers.  

Who do you work with?: 

SWING works with sex workers of all genders, cultures and nationalities, across three (3) peer-led 
drop-in centers in tourist "hot-spots" of Thailand. SWING's work includes engaging with highly 
marginalized sex workers, including HIV+ sex workers, sex workers who lack access to stable 
accommodation, sex workers who use currently illicit drugs, and migrant sex workers.  
 
How are sex workers involved in your organisation?:  

Over 80% of SWING' staff self identify as current or former sex workers. Membership to SWING 
(which is currently made up of many thousands of sex workers across SWING's 3 centers) is only 
available to former or current sex workers.  
 
Which of NSWP priority areas does your organisation work on?:  

Advocate for universal access to health services, including primary health care, HIV and sexual 
and reproductive health services. Challenge stigma and discrimination against sex workers, their 
families and partners, and others involved in sex work Advocate for the economic empowerment 
and social inclusion of sex workers as sex workers 
 
What are the two main challenges that the sex workers you work with face:  

Sex workers face difficulty in accessing self-health healthcare, as many state-funded health clinics 
are not open during hours accessible to sex workers, or are located in districts far from sex 
working areas. Migrant sex workers are are not currently covered under the Thai Universal 
Health Care Scheme and the price of ARVs are prohibitively expensive. Sex workers face stigma 
and discrimination from broader society. Sex work is criminalized and is not recognized as a 
legitimate occupation.  
 
Describe other areas of your work:  

SWING facilitates nightly peer outreach to a wide variety of sex work venues and spaces. SWING 
facilitates peer-led educational programs through its drop-in centers, including English classes 
and high school certification. SWING also facilitates a self-funded Care and Support program for 
HIV+ sex workers, which provides material and peer psycho/social support to HIV+ sex workers. 
Two of SWING's centers (Bangkok and Pattaya) offer rapid HIV/STI VCT with peer pre- and post-
counseling.  
 

 Homepage:   http://www.swingthailand.org/ 
 Email:   tee_swing@yahoo.com 
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KACP 2016 Secretariat in Korea 

 KACP Principal Investigator 
Eun-Shil Kim (Ewha Womans University) 

 KACP Project Manager 
            Aileen C. Park (Ewha Womans University) 

 KACP Program Coordinator 
           Hyojeong Kim (Ewha Womans University)  
           Jieun Roh (Ewha Womans University) 

 KACP Project Assistant  
           Yuna Jeon  (Ewha Womans University) 
           Seunghyun Nam (Ewha Womans University)  
 

KACP 2016 Secretariat in Thailand 

 Head of KACP Co-Organizer 
Chalidaporn Songsamphan (Thammasat University) 

 Field Coordinator of KACP Co-Organizer 
Chutidech Metheechutikul (Thammasat University) 

 Administrative Staff of KACP Co-Organizer 
Kanchakan Phanturak (Thammasat University) 
Varuth Pongsapipatt (Thammasat University) 
Janewit Chueasawatee (Thammasat University) 
Torsak Jindasuksri (Thammasat University) 
Kamonporn Settachai (Thammasat University) 
Pawalisa Thanawajeran (Thammasat University) 
Tri Chunsuttiwat (Thammasat University) 

 Design and Communication Staff of KACP Co-Organizer 
Kittitat Panpream (Thammasat University) 
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Asian Association of Women’s Studies 
 

Korea-ASEAN Cooperation Project on Education and Exchange program for 
Young Scholars in Women’s Studies 

 
Korea-ASEAN Collaborative Research Development Workshop 

“Gender Justice and Democracy in Asia” 
 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE NOTE 
 

 

Dear participants, 
 
Welcome and Sa Was Dee. 
 
Thank you for your interest and commitment in participating in Part 1 of KACP Phase 3, 
Korea-ASEAN Collaborative Research Development Workshop “Gender Justice and 
Democracy in Asia” which will be held on the 4th – 6th June 2016.  We would like to share 
with you some administrative information and details about Thailand and the Workshop 
programme. 
 
 

A. About Thailand 
 
1. Location 
 
The attractions of Thailand are myriad – ruined cities, ancient monasteries, Buddhist 
monks, colourful hill tribes, floating markets, rave parties, dense rainforests, exotic 
wildlife, tropical islands, golden beaches and pristine coral reefs. 
 
2. Climate 
 
The average daily temperature in June averages a high of 90°F (32°C) and a low of 79°F 
(26°C). For June in Thailand, the rains will start across much of Thailand, and with it the 
humidity will also be on the rise. Temperatures remain high and, at least initially, the rain 
is likely to come in the form of short downpours, with periods of good weather expected 
throughout much of the day.  

 
 
3. Currency 
 
Thai baht (THB):  1 USD = 35.2 THB 
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B. About Workshop Program 
 

1. Venue of the Conference  
 

• Mandarin Hotel Bangkok 
Address: 662 Rama IV Road, Bang Rak, Bangkok, 10500 Thailand. 
Phone: (662) 238-0230 
Fax: (662) 237-1620 
Email:    

 
 
2. Accommodation 
 
Rooms are reserved for international participants for four nights i.e., June 3, 4, 5 and 6. 
Standard internet access is also provided free of charge to hotel guests. And breakfast is 
provided for free.  
 
Participants who wish to request an early check-in and/or late check-out should make 
their own reservation extension and take care of additional room charges.  
 
Charges for laundry, in-room internet or at business center, telephone, fax, mini-bar, and 
other incidentals will be borne by the participants. 
 
 
3. Transportation and Travel Advisory 
 
The taxi fare from Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi International Airport to Mandarin Hotel 
Bangkok is around 500 Baht (US$15). The taxi stand is between Gates 4 and 7 on the first 
floor of the Passenger Terminal. It is well signposted.  
 
It takes about 45-90 minutes to-and-from the airport depending on the time of day. The 
best time to travel to and from the airport is between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. when it should 
take about 45 minutes under normal circumstance, to-or-from the airport. Between 4 and 
7p.m are rush hours.  
 
*Transportation allowance will be given fairly to all participants. The amount is 1,000 
THB , (approximately USD  $30 ) for each participant.* 
 
 
 
4. Conference Rooms   
 
The conference will be held at Bussaba Room, Rodsukon Room, Pronpailin Room and 
Karaked Room conference rooms on the second floor. Please refer to the conference 
programme for up-to-date details.  
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5. Visa Requirements 
 
Foreign participants must have a valid passport (at least 6 months) and entry visa, if 
required. Please check the Embassy of Thailand in your respective countries for the visa 
requirement.  
 
6. Reimbursements and Required Documents  
 
Reimbursements will be done on the 16:oo pm 4 th June 2016 at the hotel lobby. Upon 
registration, kindly submit the following documents for reimbursements purposes. And 
please note that Reimbursements will be done in USD. 
 

a) Original  invoice  or  receipt  of  your flight tickets  (price  in  USD and  currency  
must be clearly featured on the tickets). 

b) Outbound Boarding passes  
c) A Scanned copy of Passport (submit via email until 18th May) 

 
7. Attire 
 
Dress code for the conference day and conference dinner is smart casual or formal. You 
may bring your national/cultural attires. 
 
 
8. Welcome Dinner 
 
The welcome dinner will be held at Busba Room, Mandarin Hotel at 18.00 on 4th June.  
 
 
9. Farewell Dinner 
 
Farewell dinner is optional, but please inform the organisers whether or not you intend 
to attend. Farewell dinner will be held at Somboon Seafood Restaurant (Surawongse 
Branch) at 18.30 on 6th June. We will organize a van to take the participants to the 
restaurant. The meeting place will be at the hotel lobby at 18:00.  
 
10. Study Tour 
 
Study tour will be held at Service Workers in Group (SWING) Foundation at 14.00 on 6th 
June. The Service Workers in Group (SWING) Foundation is a friendly, accessible, quality 
driven Community-Based-Organisation committed to fostering creativity, social 
opportunity and understanding by society towards sex workers, to improve the quality 
of life for sex workers. Through our programs, SWING aims to improve the quality of life 
for male, female and transgender sex workers. Our human rights policies are designed to 
help all sex workers to achieve social and legal justice; choosing how, when and where 
they will work. Human rights should always be recognized, regardless of race, religion, 
gender or profession 
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11. Additional Information 
 
Tourist Police   : 1155 
Ambulance and Rescue : 1554 
Thailand calling code  : +66 
Exchange rate  : 1 USD ≈ 35.2 THB 
 
 
For additional information, please contact the conference secretariat.  
 
   • The contact persons are: 
 
 Mr. Chutidech Metheechutikul  

Secretariat (Paper presentations; Programmes; Transportation and Emergency) 
Mobile: (+66) 081 668 1312, Email: mhonok03@gmail.com 
 

 Ms. Wanwipha Khan-Ngern 
Secretariat (Reimbursement) 
Mobile: (+66) 089 496 8488, Email: wanwipha.c@chula.ac.th 

 
Ms. Atom Chuaihnu 
Secretariat (Accommodation and Registration) 
Mobile: (+66) 086 772 0054, Email: atom_niruth@yahoo.com 
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We look forward to welcoming you to Bangkok!! 
 
 
 

Hotel Location and Access 
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